
Tom Duncan, KG4CUY Joins
the Geritol Generation.

Con fi den tial sources have in formed
the Vox that HARC Pres i dent, Tom
Duncan qual i fied as a mem ber of the
Geritol Gen er a tion on Au gust 20 of
this year. Club mem bers will please
rec og nize this ac -
com plish ment by
speak ing up clearly 
when ad dress ing
the Pres i dent and
by min i miz ing
strife and con flict
durng meet ings (at
least for a cou ple of
weeks..)
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HUNTSVILLE
AMATEUR

RADIO CLUB

Huntsville Amateur Radio
Club Information
Club Officers 
President: 

Tom Duncan, KG4CUY
duncant1@ds-s.com

Vice President:
Kim Hensley, WG8S

khensley@gamewood.net

Secretary: 
Rolf Goedhart K4RGG.

k4rgg@arrl.net
Treasurer: 

Heath Thorson, KC4HRX, 722-0250
hthorson@knology.net

The club's ad dress is Box 423,
Huntsville, Ala. 35804. Meet ings are held 
each Fri day night at 7:30 P.M. at the
Amer i can Red Cross Build ing, 1101
Wash ing ton Street. Dues are $12.00 per
year, fam ily mem ber ships are $15.00 per
year. The club main tains a Web Site at
“http://www.harc.net”

The North Alabama Repeater
Association operates repeaters on 146.34
/ 146.94, 147.78 / 147.18, 223.34 /
224.94and 448.5 / 443.5. NARA dues are
$16.00 per year and may be sent to
NARA at P.O. Box 18941 Huntsville, AL
35804-8941. 

The club's packet radio interest group,
HUNTSPAC, maintains an extensive
packet network for the Huntsville area.
Dues for use of this network are $15.00
per year, and can be paid through the
HARC Secretary-Treasurer listed above.

The club's ATV special interest group,
TVATV operates an ATV repeater. It's
input frequency is 439.25 MHz and its
output is 421.25 MHz. A voice
coordination repeater is operated with
output frequency of 145.33 MHz, input
600 kHz down.

The Vox is pub lished the third Fri day
of each month ex cept for August. Edi tor
of the Vox is Frank Emens, W4HFU,
3714 Lake wood Cir cle, Hunts ville, Ala.
35811 or fe mens@hiwaay.net. Ma te rial
of in ter est to the HARC mem ber ship
should be sub mit ted to the edi tor by the
sec ond Fri day of the month of
publication. 

“Vox”, Vol 43, Nr 8, September, 2003
A Newsletter published monthly except 

for August by the Huntsville Amateur
Radio Club, P.O. Box 423, Huntsville, AL
35804

CAVEC Ama teur Ra dio Li cense Ex ams

Exam ses sions are held the first Sat ur -
day of each month un less a hol i day

causes the ses sion to be de layed for one
week.

Up com ing ses sions are:
Sat ur day, Sep tem ber 6
Sat ur day, Oc to ber 4

For in for ma tion con tact:

Larry Frost, KR4GU, 536-4154
kr4gu@hamfest.org

Or
Don Tun still, W4NO, 536-3904

dontunstill@hamfest.org

Exam Ses sions are held the 3rd Sat ur -
day of each month at 1:00. In even

num bered months they are held at the
Ath ens EOC. In odd num bered months

they are held in Mad i son at
Intergraph, Build ing 15

For in for ma tion contace Bob Hud son,
W4RKH, 461-7905

HARC Pres i dent Hits The Big
Five O(h)!

First for mal por trait of fu ture HARC
Presidant Tom Duncan

Fu ture HARC Pres i dent, Tom Duncan,
KG4CUY prac tic ing his meet ing lead er -

ship skills
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From the President
Huntsville Hamfest 2003 is now be -

hind us. My thanks to ev ery one who re -
sponded to Jim Wallace’s pleas for
hamfest help in gen eral, for help at the
HARC booth, and for fill ing all those po -
si tions of re spon si bil ity nec es sary to
make the hamfest work. 

Ed and Marge Berisford re ceived our
to ken of ap pre ci a tion (suit ably in scribed 
cof fee cups cour tesy of the Sign Man of
Ba ton Rouge) for 19 years ser vice pro -
vid ing cof fee and do nuts to ven dors
and hamfest help ers. The Berisfords had 
al ready pur chased this year’s cof fee
sup plies: HARCs job was to pur chase
the do nuts and “make it hap pen” Sat ur -
day and Sunday. We now have an ap -
pre ci a tion for the work in volve! Thanks
to all who helped with this.

Al though this is the Sep tem ber is sue
of the VOX, you will prob a bly re ceive it

be fore Fri day, Au gust 29th, an aus pi -
cious date: auc tion Fri day fol low ing
Hamfest. Hamfests pro vide a valu able
ser vice in ro tat ing am a teur ra dio’s com -

mu nity trea sures through out 
ham-dom. If some of your old 
fa vor ites have been re placed
by newer mod els, bring them 
to the auc tion. Vol un teer auc -
tion eers will be greatly ap -
pre ci ated — who knows, a
game show spot may be in
your fu ture!
New Members

This is the first Vox is sue
fea tur ing Ham-ography,
thanks to Fred Ker sey,
WB0UCI. Fred’s col umn fea -
tures in for ma tion you may
not have known about one or 
more HARC mem bers each
month, with the em pha sis on
new mem bers. Speaking of

which, join me in wel com ing John
Piccirillo, KI4BTF, and Jake Polatty,
KI4BTJ, as new hams and new HARC
mem bers. By the way, the se quen tial
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HARC ACTIVITY CALENDAR FOR
Sep tem ber, 2003

Sunday Mon day Tues day Wednes day Thurs day Fri day Sat ur day

31 1 2
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

3
South east Linked
Re peater Net 2000
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

4
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

5
HARC Meet ing

6
CAVEC Exams,
0900 at Red Cross
Building
TWIAR

7 8 9
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

10
South east Linked
Re peater Net 2000
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

11
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

12
HARC Meet ing

Elmering Round Ta -
ble

13
TWIAR
Paulding ARC, Dal -
las, GA

Mon roe ARS, Mon -
roe County, TN

14 15 16
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

17
South east Linked
Re peater Net 2000
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

18
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

19
HARC Meet ing
Vox & Sociable Night

20
TWIAR

Spring City Cy cling
Club 100 mile race

21 22 23
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

24
South east Linked
Re peater Net 2000
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

25
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

26
HARC Meet ing

27
TWIAR

28 29 30
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

1
South east Linked
Re peater Net 2000
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

2
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

3
HARC Meet ing

4
TWIAR
CAVEC Exams,
0900 at Red Cross
Bldg.

*TWIAR -- This Week In Amaterur Ra dio, +442.775 PL203.5 Hz 8 PM Ev ery Sat ur days
ATV Net @ 20:00, Check in on 145.33, Tuesdays
South east Linked Re peater Net on +442.775, PL 203.5 Hz @ 20:00, Wednes days
Mad i son County Emer gency Net on 34/94 @19:30, Thursdays
SkyWarn Net on 147.24 @ 20:00, Thursdays

Ed and Marg Berisford and Their In scribed Cof fee
Cups 



call KI4BFT was is sued to a new Knox -
ville ham, but John sure came close to
keep ing it in Hunstville!
Your Suggestions for Programs

Now that we can set tle down af ter the
hec tic sum mer
field-day-through-hamfest sea son, it is
time to get HARC pro grams back on
track. What pro grams do YOU want to
see? What pro grams can YOU give? As
with field day and hamfest, we must in -
di vid u ally par tic i pate to bring pro grams 
to fru ition. Please bring your ideas for
pro grams to Kim, WG8S, or any HARC
of fi cer.
K4BFT on-the-air (and it’s not even
Field Day)!

Chris Best, KB3DXR, has the ex cel lent
idea to run a spe cial event un der K4BFT
lead ing up to hamfest next year. No tices 
of spe cial events must be sub mit ted to
QST sev eral months be fore the date to
en sure pub li ca tion. A spe cial event’s du -
ra tion is en tirely up to the spon sor - I
have worked many which are only a
few hours in du ra tion. With a call like

K4BFT, we have no need to ap ply for a
spe cial event call!

How about ac tu ally us ing the K4BFT
shack? A few in trepid souls oc ca sion ally
do this - I worked Lou i si ana State Uni -
ver sity’s club sta tion K5LSU QRP a cou -
ple of weeks ago just to make sure it
could be done. You can do it to! And
HFers, what better op por tu nity to show
some of our re cently-li censed mem bers
the joys and woes of the world be low
(right now, well be low) 30 MHz? I’ll be
at tempt ing to open the shack an hour
prior to meet ing time for the next few
weeks so we can charge up the ether.

73, Tom Duncan, KG4CUY
HAM-OGRAPHY

HARC is en joy ing a steady in flux of
new mem bers to the club. Don Tunstill,
K4NO, felt the need to in sure and main -
tain to tal club mem ber ship aware ness of 
these new est mem bers of the HARC
fam ily. As a re sult of that feel ing and de -
sire on his part; “HAM-OGRAPHY” will
be a fre quent seg ment of the VOX, pre -
sent ing in di vid ual pro files of re cent
new mem bers, their back ground,

achieve ments and goals. This is sue be -
gins with:

 KG4ZMS  Bill Douglas: The
KG4ZMS QTH is at: Grid Square
EM64ro; Lat i tude 34 de grees, 36 min,
59 Sec N; Lon gi tude 86 de grees, 32
min, 44 Sec W. Bill has lived in the area
since 1983 and joined HARC in April,
2003, im me di ately af ter re ceiv ing his
Tech ni cian Class Li cense. Bill’s QTH
in cludes:: XYL Ma rie; and 4 Har -
monics, Wil liam Jr., 22 ; Ste ven 20;
Kevin 17; and Ra chel 11 yrs old. One
can only imag ine the level of TVI and
QRM at that lo ca tion !!! KG4ZMS is
cur rently ac tive on 2 me ters and 70
cm; us ing an ICOM HT and Ra dio
Shack mo bile rig. Due to the bud get
con straints that Hamming im poses on
all of us; Bill had orig i nally planned to
rely only on the HT; un til he came
across a Florida source of fer ing the
mint con di tion mo bile rig for only $50.
He is glad he took ad van tage of the
deal. The mo bile rig has en hanced his
en joy ment of and in volve ment in
Ham Ra dio. It ap pears he has learned
the big se cret of Ham Ra dio earlyàdo
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not let the good deals go by! Bill is plan -
ning ad di tional Shack equip ment to aid
in his pur suit of CW pro fi ciency and a
Gen eral Class Li cense. Bill re lates, that
like many of us in this area draw ing our
live li hood from the De fense and Space
In dus tries; he has worked for a va ri ety
of com pany or ga ni za tions. He is cur -
rently an Elec tronic Tech ni cian em -
ployed by ARCATA Cor po ra tion,
work ing on con tracts with NASA. 
Since ob tain ing his li cense and join ing
HARC: Bill has found in ter est in and sat -
is fac tion from such ac tiv i ties as, Field
Day, The Cot ton Row Run com mu ni ca -
tions sup port group and vol un teer ing
for Se cu rity Sup port at the Ham Fest.

KI4ATL Steph a nie Pitts: The
KI4ATL QTH is: Grid Square EM64rq,
Lat i tude 34 de grees, 40 min utes, 7 sec -
onds N; Lon gi tude 86 de grees, 33 min -
utes, 34 sec onds W. Steph a nie has lived
in this area all her lifeà.all 26 years of it !!! 
She is cur rently sin gle’ but is en gaged to
be mar ried. I will leave it to Steph a nie to
di vulge the call signà..par don meà.the
name of the lucky gen tle man. (Are there 
any guesses out there as to the call
signà.Whoops!!!à.name of the gen tle -
man might be ???) KI4ATL is ac tive on
VHF/UHF us ing an HT she won at the
Nash ville Ham Fest in June of this year;
the week she ob tained her Tech ni cian
Class Li cense. A week af ter get ting her
Tech and win ning the HT, she joined
HARC; a very event ful two week pe riod 
in her life. Steph a nie plans to go for
her Gen eral Class Li cense in a cou ple of
years. That needed time to up grade is
more than un der stand able when one
re al izes that she has a very full plate
right now. In ad di tion to the en gage -
ment, she is two se mes ters from com -
plet ing her BA de gree in Man age ment
In for ma tion Sys tems at UAH; a pur suit
that seems to fit hand in glove with her
in ter est and in volve ment with Ham Ra -
dio. Steph a nie is also em ployed
full-time in the Of fice of the Mad i son
County Tax As ses sor. For Steph a nie,
the pri mary sat is fac tion from Ham Ra -
dio is de rived from the Ham Com mu -
nity, meet ing the peo ple in volved and
the QSOs so unique to Ham Ra dio. Ham 
Ra dio seems well suited to her nat u ral
ex u ber ance for life in gen eral, and ten -
dency to be peo ple ori en tated. 

HARC—Please Wel come The Newest
Mem bers Of Your Ham Fam ily Ev ery
Chance You Get!

73, Fred Kersey, WB0UCI 
 Nara Notes August’03

146.94: Monte Sano, 100 Hz PL The
con trol ler hard ware prob lems we were
ex pe ri enc ing in July were quickly re -
solved. The backup hard ware once
again came to the res cue while we
worked on the main sys tem. The .94 ma -
chine served well as the hamfest talk-in
re peater this year. We tried run ning the
ma chine in car rier ac cess for the
hamfest, but DX from Rome, GA sta -
tions re quired we put it back on tone ac -
cess. We also tem po rarily in stalled a
big ger fan on the sys tem to ‘keep it cool’
for the fest week end.

147.18: Brindlee Moun tain, 100 Hz PL
Our IRLP link has been work ing great.
Many out of town hams took ad van tage
of the IRLP ca pa bil ity to call home while 
they were at the hamfest this year. 

224.94: Monte Sano, 100 Hz PL This
hard ware was re cently taken off the air
to look into the crackle au dio noise. A
sup port team worked on sev eral po ten -
tial grem lins. The re peater is back on the 
air, and so far mi nus the crackle!

443.500: Monte Sano, 110.9 PL - Re -
mote Base One our cur rent pri or i ties are 
to re vamp this hard ware with stan dard -
ized GE Mas ter II gear and re pack age it
in a taller rack. The taller rack will al low
us to in te grate other mis cel la neous
hard ware in the re peater shack. 

53.21: Monte Sano Rx, Green Mtn 100
Hz PL With all of the 6 mtr FM ca pa ble
HF rigs out there (like Icom 706), many
lo cal hams have been dis cov er ing 6 me -
ters for the first time with this new ma -
chine. You will find that six me ters
typ i cally prop a gates far ther than 2 me -
ters, es pe cially down into some of those
RF black-hole ar eas. Plans are in the
works to up the trans mit ter power to
110W. 

1291.00: Monte Sano, 103.5 Hz PL
There are plans to pos si bly move this re -
peater to an other site for better cov er -
age.

902 MHz: Lo cal hams (W4XE / W5RM) 
have been ac cu mu lat ing hard ware to
put up a new re peater on 900 MHz. Stay
tuned for fur ther de vel op ments.

Nara ap pre ci ates the lo cal ham com -
mu nity’s sup port. With out this, we

would n’t have the re peat ers that ev -
ery one en joys on a daily ba sis. We also 
want to say thank you to the many
hams that have pro vided a help ing
hand to sup port the tech ni cal group in 
keep ing all of our re peat ers go ing. 

Best 73’s to all, Ralph Hogan W4XE,
Nara technical advisor

Hauntsville Hamfest 2003 Is
Now History

One of the most dif fi cult things to
do is to try and find ap pro pri ate words 
to ex press  thanks and ap pre ci a tion for 
deeds per formed. I would like to point 
out this per son and that per son and
this one and on and on and that would 
not be fair to the rest of us. It takes
many in di vid u als do ing their own
thing whether it be big or small for us
to put on a clas si cal show. They are all
im por tant when it co mes to mak ing
Huntsville Hamfest known na tion -
wide for its or ga ni za tion, friend li ness,
and just plain hard work to see that ev -
ery one who at tends our show has a
pos i tive ex pe ri ence.  When we feel our 
head get ting a lit tle big large be cause
look how im por tant we are to HH.
They could n’t be as suc cess ful if it was -
n’t for me.  When that hap pens re -
mem ber, in re al ity Huntsville Hamfest 
is a sum of all our parts whether big or
small.  For ex am ple, there is one in di -
vid ual who is get ting on up in years
and is not ac tive at all in Ham Ra dio.
But the high light of his year is the 2
hour tour at the front door Hos pi tal ity
Host on Sunday. He told me  this
yearly event in his life made him feel
use ful for a lit tle while and he thanked 
us for let ting him par tic i pate ev ery
year. Most of his old friends have
passed on and he is not able to par tic i -
pate in many out side the home ac tiv i -
ties. Folks, that’s what makes
Huntsville Hamfest. 

I had a long talk early Sunday morn -
ing with two large com pet ing deal ers
and would have given any thing to
have had a tape re cord ing of the con -
ver sa tion. There was a lot of things
they liked about HH but the thing
they both agreed on was “how ap pre -
ci ated HH made them feel and the
friendly help ful folks they had to deal
with. They both agreed they ex pe ri -
enced the same at ti tude with one
other hamfest they showed. Yep, it
was Dayton.” You better be lieved it
made me feel proud of you and the
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part you played in mak ing HH a fun,
happy place to show. One had in crease
in sales of 16% over last year and the
other about 20%. Sales were steady and
up over all over last year. Our at ten -
dance was down about 300. Most of this
was on Sunday when we did n’t have
the big af ter early church ser vice crowd.
Our paid at ten dance was slightly un der
3800 with ap prox i mately 300 not paid
at ten dance.

We had a suc cess ful hamfest when
mea sured by any yard stick. Again,
thanks for the help and I am ready to go
an other 20 years, how about you? If you
want to take on a larger re spon si bil ity,
please con tact me at
DonTunstill@hamfest.org or
www.huntsvillehamfest.org.

73, Don Tunstill W4NO
  Again, thanks again for helping make

Hamfest 2003 successful for all.
The Giggle Box

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
EVERYBODY  THAT WAS BORN IN
AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER!!

A note from Gig gles: Where did sum -
mer go? I can’t be lieve it is Au gust and
the kids are in school. I went to a school
yes ter day and asked one of the teach ers
how her sum mer was. She said, “What
sum mer? I worked all sum mer.” I guess
I won’t be ask ing that ques tion any -
more. For a sec ond, I sort of felt guilty
for goof ing off and vis it ing with my
grand chil dren and then I got over it. I
can’t be lieve it is al most time for the
Huntsville Hamfest. As al ways, I look
for ward to see ing all the folks that I
have n’t seen in a year. We got a post card 
in the mail ask ing for MORE help for the 
hamfest. I hope some of you can
squeeze more time out of your busy
sched ules. I’m sure that we will have a
fan tas tic hamfest. See you there. TTYL
73

A Joke or Two
Who brews the cof fee? A man and his

wife were hav ing an ar gu ment about
who should brew the cof fee each morn -
ing. The wife said, “You should do it, be -
cause you get up first, and then we
don’t have to wait as long to get our cof -
fee.” The hus band said, “ You are in
charge of the cook ing around here and
you should do it, be cause that is your
job, and I can just wait for my cof fee.”
Wife re plies, “No you should do it, and
be sides it is in the Bi ble that the man

should do the cof fee.” Hus band re plies,
“ I can’t be lieve that, show me.” So she
fetched the Bi ble, and opened the New
Tes ta ment and shows him at the top of
sev eral pages, that it in deed says
...“HEBREWS”

***
Sad News: It is with the sad dest heart

that we must pass on the fol low ing
news. Please join us in re mem ber ing a
great icon of the en ter tain ment com mu -
nity. The Pillsbury Doughboy died yes -
ter day of a yeast in fec tion and
com pli ca tions from re peated pokes in
the belly. He was 71. Doughboy was
bur ied in a lightly greased cof fin.
Dozens of ce leb ri ties turned out to pay
their re spects, in clud ing Mrs.
Butterworth, Hun gry Jack, the Cal i for -
nia Rai sins, Betty Crocker, the Host ess
Twinkies, and Cap’n Crunch. The
graveside was piled high with flours.
Aunt Jemima de liv ered the eu logy and
lov ingly de scribed Doughboy as a man
who never knew how much he was
kneaded. Doughboy rose quickly in
show busi ness, but his later life was
filled with turn overs. He was not con -
sid ered a very ‘smart’ cookie, wast ing
much of his dough on half-baked
schemes. De spite be ing a lit tle flaky in
his youth and a crusty old man, he was
con sid ered a roll model for mil lions.
Doughboy is sur vived by his wife, Play
Dough; two chil dren, John Dough and
Jane Dough; plus the bun they had in
the oven. He is also sur vived by his el -
derly fa ther, Pop Tart. The fu neral was
held at 3:50 for about 20 min utes.

***
Ex er cise for Se niors For those of us

get ting along in years, here is a lit tle se -
cret for build ing our arm and shoul der
mus cles. You might want to adopt this
reg i men! Three days a week works well.
Be gin by stand ing on a com fort able sur -
face, where you have plenty of room at
each side. With a 5-lb. po tato sack in
each hand, ex tend your arms straight
out from your sides, and hold them
there as long as you can. Try to reach a
full min ute, then re lax. Each day, you’ll
find that you can hold this po si tion for
just a bit lon ger. Af ter a few weeks,
move up to 10-lb. po tato sacks and then
50-lb. po tato sacks, and even tu ally try to 
get to where you can lift a 100-lb. po tato
sack in each hand and hold your arms
straight for more than a full min ute. Af -
ter you feel con fi dent at that level, start

putt ing a cou ple of po ta toes in each of
the sacks, but be care ful not to overdo
it.... 

***
The End Is Near!! A lo cal priest and a 

pas tor were fish ing on the side of the
road. They thought fully made a sign
say ing, “The End is Near! Turn your -
self around now be fore it’s too late!”
and showed it to each pass ing car. One 
driver who drove by did n’t ap pre ci ate
the sign and shouted at them, “Leave
us alone, you re li gious nuts!” All of a
sud den they heard a big splash,
looked at each other, and the priest
said to the pas tor, “You think maybe
we should have just said ‘Bridge Out’
in stead?” 

***
A cab bie picks up a nun. She gets

into the cab, and the cab driver won’t
stop star ing at her. She asks him why
is he star ing and he re plies, “I have a
ques tion to ask you but I don’t want to
of fend you.” She an swers, “My dear
son, you can not of fend me. When
you’re as old as I am and have been a
nun as long as I have, you get a chance
to see and hear just about ev ery thing.
I’m sure that there’s noth ing you
could say or ask that I would find of -
fen sive.” “Well, I’ve al ways had a fan -
tasy to have a nun kiss me.” She
re sponds, “Well, let’s see what we can
do about that: #1, you have to be sin -
gle and #2 you must be Cath o lic.” The
cab driver is very ex cited and says,
“Yes, I am sin gle and I’m Cath o lic too!;
”OK" the nun says, “Pull into the next
al ley.” He does and the nun ful fills his
fan tasy with a kiss that would make a
hooker blush. But when they get back
on the road, the cab driver starts cry -
ing. “My dear child, said the nun, why
are you cry ing?” “For give me sis ter,
but I have sinned. I lied, I must con -
fess, I’m mar ried and I’m Jew ish.” The
nun says, “That’s OK sweetie, my is
Bruce and I’m on my way to a Hal low -
een party.” 

Did You Know: The Thought for the 
Months of July THE MOST WASTED
DAY OF ALL IS ONE IN WHICH WE
HAVE NOT LAUGHED

Solve the puz zle: A SEDOLC
UHTOMU SREHTAG NO OOTF 

73 Peggy Bell (Giggles) K4EGB
 SEW LONG!
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 Ah, The Good Old Days!
Greet ings all....just fin ished clean ing

up all the flot sam amd jet sam in my re -
cent past which was not a pleas ant task.
(long story). Suf fice it to say that
Murphy is *al ways* lurk ing! Just when
a re la tion ship is work ing out per fectly
seems to be the time to watch out for un -
ex pected *stuff* to sud denly *hap pen*
for no log i cal rea son. Yes, some of us
have the “Re verse Mi das-Touch”. And
so far the best ad vice I’ve got ten is “deal
with it and move on”. Very easy ad vice
to give, but in fi nitely harder to fol low!

Any way, I was just look ing at a cou ple 
of relic mag a zines that were given to me 
a while back. They are PC Mag a zine
(tm) circa late 1987. No body re ally
thinks much about Moore’s Law which
states that tech nol ogy in com put ers will
dou ble ev ery 18 months or so. Many
so-called ex perts dis missed the idea
right away, but af ter 15 years it still
holds true! If noth ing else, the rate of ad -
vance is mind-bog gling. We have it
pretty good these days, be ing able to
spend a mere grand on a darn-good
com puter that will do ev ery thing we
need it to do. For 2 Grand, one can get
the re ally good stuff! And yet we still
want the stuff to get cheaper and faster. 

For a nice re al ity-check, let us look at
this mag a zine from a mere 15 years ago.

I see the mul ti tude of man u fac tur ers
are try ing real hard to get rid of the 286
and 8088 ma chines since the lat est
“bleed ing-edge” 386DX 25MHz ma -
chines are now avail able. John Dvorak
(who still writes for PC Mag a zine) re -
views the lat est ma chine which he says
is “blazingly fast”. Of course, youn ger
read ers won’t re mem ber any of this per -
son ally but com put ers used to cost tons
of money! The “ba sic 386DX sys tem” of -
ten did NOT in clude the fol low ing: 1)
Hard drive 2) RAM 3) Mon i tor 4) Video
card 5) Op er ating Sys tem

OK, let’s see here....the ba sic sys tem
was around $2500 to $3000. To get a real
com puter you would need:

1) 40MB drive, about $200. 640MB ran
a cool 2 grand or so 2) A 1MB SIM for a
Compaq was around $150-$200 3) CGA
or mono chrome was the stan -
dard......640X480 color   was around
$200. EGA or the lat est VGA (16 col ors)
would set you back $400 for a 15" CRT.
There were no LCDs. 4) CGA video
cards were pretty cheap at $100   EGA

was a bit more at $200. VGA cards are
$250-$500 5) DOS 3.3! Win dows 3.1 in
de vel op ment. An other $100 or so.

Back then you could get a whiz-bang
ma chine for close to ten grand. There
was no com mer cial in ternet, but lots of
folks had BBS (bul le tin board sys tems)
run ning. Con nec tion speeds were suf fi -
cient for text but a joke by to day’s stan -
dards. I still have one of the orig i nal
Hayes mo dems here, bought used for
$100. There is a switch on the back
marked “high” and “low”. That would
be 1200bps ver sus 300bps. 

To day I use a 1GHz ma chine with 1/2
GB of RAM an 18" LCD and 1Mb/S
broad band con nec tion. Feel kinda
guilty for grip ing about the $1000 price
tag for the ma chine and the lousy
$1.60/day for DSL. 

That is, un til I re mem ber that the peo -
ple build ing most of these ma chines for
us are work ing in 3rd-world coun tries
and make about $10 per day.

73, Chris WB4UFQ
The Editor’s Wastebasket

Well, the Huntsville Hamfest is done
for the year and we can start get ting
ready for Fall and all the ac tiv i ties that
go along with cooler (we hope) weather. 
As one would ex pect, spend ing my time
at the hamfest out on the floor in stead of 
in the of fice al lowed me to speak to a lot
of old friends from the past and to meet
some new ones. 

The hamfest won’t be the same with -
out Ed and Marg Berisford’s cof fee op -
er a tion for ex hib i tors and work ers.
Ev ery body owes them a big thanks for
all their years of per form ing that
seervice for the hamfest. 

It seems to me the hamfest has a cou -
ple of chal lenges for next year. The first
one is, pos si bly, not do able -- that is to
in crease at ten dance on Sunday. An -
other is to  ar rive at a hamfest and set of
fo rums that will at tract the (I hope)
many new peo ple who will be drawn to
Am a teur Ra dio with the prob a ble re -
moval of the Morse Code re quire ment.
We must be care ful not to see these peo -
ple as some how less qualified than the
old CW ops. Many of them will be
highly tech ni cally qualified and in ter -
ested in some ot the more es o teric com -
mu ni ca tions modes open ing to ham
ra dio in re cent years.  

The QRP move ment is one of the
most ac tive in Am a teur Ra dio now
and it is largely rep re sented by peo ple
who build and de sign their own
equip ment and who are en thu si as tic
par tic i pants in the var i ous QRP op er -
at ing ac tiv i ties. Sev eral hamfests
around the coun try are  at tract ing a lot
of at ten tion from the QRP group by
or ga niz ing fo rums and ac tiv i ties es pe -
cially for them. One of the most pop u -
lous QRP or ga ni za tions is the North
Geor gia (NOGA) group. These folks
are mostly all in range of the
Huntsville Hamfest.

Chris Teuber’s com ments about the
“good ol’ days” brings to mind one
ma jor im prove ment in the “con -
nected” life that re ally hits home with
me. The start of the hamfest sea son for
me is down loading from the FCC site
of the com plete Am a teur Ra dio li -
censee da ta base. From that I har vest
the adresses of hams in AL, GA, TN
and MS that we want to mail hamfest
fly ers to. The first time I tried it was
with a dialup 1200 baud link to the
FCC’s ftp site. I had al ready learned
that some thing magic hap pened at
mid night that turned what ever link I
was us ing into a pump kin ac com pa -
nied by the req ui site set of rats, etc. I
never found out what caused that.
Any way, at just af ter mid night I
started the down load pro cess and
went to bed. When I got up the next
morn ing it was still busy down loading 
names and ad dresses. I had to leave
the house for the morn ing, so I left it
run ning. When I got back at about
noon it had just fin ished up.. Luckily
there had been no glitch that had dis -
turbed the link and the file was com -
plete. An in no cent thing like a
light ning strike in Hartselle would
have been enough to kick the link out.
Now Fast For ward to 2003. I started
the down load at about 10:00 one
morn ing and leaned back with a cup
of cof fee. Ex actly eight min utes later
the job was done and I was ready to
start work ing on the file. Ain’t adsl ser -
vice nice?

This Vox has reached that awk ward
size. Just enough ma te rial to go be -
yond the six-page level and not
enough to fill the ad di tional page. Ex -
pect to see some hamfest pic tures on
the next page.

73, Frank Emens, W4HFU
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September Hamfests
September 13, 2003.

Paulding ARC, Dal las, Geor gia. See
http://www.pauldingarc.com or con tact 
Sean Sparks, W4JFL at 770-949-5370 or
w4jfl@arrl.net. There is no ad mis sion
charge. The gates open at 10 am and
closes at 3 pm.
September 13, 2003.

Mon roe ARS, Mon roe County, Ten -
nes see. Con tact Eric Fridley, KG4FZS at
423-351-0028 or kg4fzs@ya hoo.com. See 
http:/ww.qsl.net/kg4yti.

John D. Farr KC4ZXX
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In dex to Pic tures on Page 7
• 1  Don Tunstill, W4NO, Hamfest Association President

• 2. Scott Neustadter, W4WW, Hamfest Chairman

• 3  Larry Price, W4RA, Pres i dent of IARU and Frank But ler, W4RH,
South east ern Di vi sion Di rec tor 

• 4. Jim Haynie, W5JBD, President of ARRL


