
K4BFT lands #1 in the AmSat
Satellite Field Day Competition

Four cheers for the K4BFT Sat el lite
Field Day Team! Why four cheers? This
is the fourth year in a row that K4BFT
has earned the top spot in the AMSAT
Sat el lite Field Day Com pe ti tion op er at -
ing with emer gency power. We held the 
#2  spot for two con sec u tive years be -
fore that streak.

AMSAT will be pre sent ing the Field
Day Award at the 20th Space Sym po -
sium and AMSAT-NA An nual Meet ing
to be held No vem ber 7-11 at the
Lockheed Mar tin Rec re ation Area in
Fort Worth, TX. Di eter, KX4Y, and I are
plan ning to be in Fort Worth for the
event.

This year we got to work 2 new sat el -
lites on Field. AO-40 and SaudiSat-1a
were ac tive. While the HF sta tions were
strug gling with crowded bands, AO-40
was open with 250KHz of spec trum all
night long from 11:30pm to 11:30am the
next morn ing. It was sim ply
AWESOME!!!!

When the word spread around the
Field Day site con cern ing AO-40, we
had a line of folks wait ing at the door on
Sunday morn ing wait ing for their
chance to get on this new DX sat el lite. I
was de light fully sur prised on the num -
ber of folks want ing to get on the air
with AO-40. If you did not get a chance
to work any of the sat el lites this year, we 
will cer tainly need you next year, so get
your num ber early.

The other ex cit ing news on Field Day
was Amsat-Os car-7 (AO-7). Chris,
KB3AXR, came run ning into the Sat el -
lite Sta tion trailer mum bling some thing
about a sat el lite com ing back to life
while he was out of breath af ter run ning 
with the news in ex cite ment. Once he
caught his breath, he told us he had just
heard AO-7 was alive. Now I must ad -
mit I was very skep ti cal, but will ing to
take the bait. So, on Sunday morn ing af -
ter AO- 40 dropped out of sight I de -

cided to lis ten for AO-7. In ut ter dis be -
lief, I tuned around to find my trans -
mit sig nal and there it was loud and
clear. I turned the trans mit power
down to 1 watt and still heard my self
loud and clear. Im me di ately, I called
CQ Field Day AO-7 and got a re sponse 
that was dif fi cult to un der stand. We
went back and forth a few times, but
the other sta tion was FM-ing on SSB
far too much for me to un der stand
what they were say ing. 

Ob vi ously, they were hear ing us.
We tried real hard to put this con tact
in the his tory books but we sim ply
could not un der stand the other sta -
tion. The re ceiver is very good on this
sat el lite and if you put too much
power on the uplink it will start to FM
the sig nal since it is run ning only on
so lar power. The bat ter ies on board
this sat el lite shorted one by one un til it 
was de clared dead back in 1981. The
Phoe nix rose from the ashes for a sec -
ond breath even though it only works
in sun light. None the less, a great sat el -
lite has come back from the dead. The
amaz ing part is this may be the only
sat el lite in his tory that came back to
life af ter be ing de clared dead for over
20 years. Yes, it is truly an amaz ing
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Club Officers 
President: 

Tom Duncan, KG4CUY
Duncan1@ds-s.com

Vice President:
Tim Cunningham, N8DEU

 Tim_cunningham@mindspring.com

Secretary: 
Rolf Goedhart K4RGG.

k4rgg@arrl.net
Treasurer: 

Heath Thorson, KC4HRX, 722-0250
hthorson@knology.net

The club's ad dress is Box 423, Huntsville, 
Ala.  35804. Meet ings are held each
Fri day night at 7:30 P.M. at the
Amer i can Red Cross Build ing, 1101
Wash ing ton Street. Dues are $12.00 per
year, fam ily mem ber ships are $15.00 per
year. The club main tains a Web Site at
“http://www.harc.net”

The North Alabama Repeater
Association operates repeaters on 146.34
/ 146.94, 147.78 / 147.18, 223.34 /
224.94and 448.5 / 443.5. NARA dues are
$16.00 per year and may be sent to
NARA at P.O. Box 18941 Huntsville, AL 
35804-8941. 

The club's packet radio interest group,
HUNTSPAC, maintains an extensive
packet network for the Huntsville area.
Dues for use of this network are $15.00
per year, and can be paid through the
HARC Secretary-Treasurer listed above.

The club's ATV special interest group,
TVATV operates an ATV repeater. It's
input frequency is 439.25 MHz and its
output is 421.25 MHz. A voice
coordination repeater is operated with
output frequency of 145.33 MHz, input
600 kHz down.

The Vox is pub lished the third Fri day
of each month ex cept for August. Edi tor
of the Vox is Frank Emens, W4HFU,
3714 Lake wood Cir cle, Hunts ville, Ala.
35811 or fe mens@hiwaay.net. Ma te rial
of in ter est to the HARC mem ber ship
should be sub mit ted to the edi tor by the
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CAVEC Ama teur Ra dio Li cense Ex ams

Exam  ses sions are held the first Sat ur -
day of each month un less a holi day

causes the ses sion to be de layed for one
week.

Up com ing ses sions are:
Sat ur day, September 7 

Sat ur day, October 5

For in for ma tion con tact:

Larry Frost, KR4GU, 536-4154
KR4GU@bellsouth.net

Or
Don Tun still, W4NO, 536-3904

dontunstil@hamfest.org



story and an ex cit ing one for Field Day.

I would like to thank all of those who
helped at the Sat el lite Sta tion in one
way or an other. If you just sim ply
stopped by to check out the sta tion or
pro vided moral sup port, your pres ence 
was ap pre ci ated. Fore all those who
helped with set-up, op er at ing, or
break-down CONGRATULATIONS
!!!!!

73’s de Tim - N8DEU Satellite Station
Manager AMSAT Area Coordinator

The Prez Sez
With hamfest over, the days of sum -

mer are quickly run ning out. Thanks go 
out to all club mem bers who helped out 
on Jim Wallace’s list and at the HARC
booth, and to all those who al ways vol -
un teer with out be ing asked. Thank you 
as well those who worked be hind the
scenes not only on the hamfest week -
end, but be gin ning the min ute af ter the
last prize was given out last year. Hope -
fully ev ery one had a few min utes of
free time to be a hamfest vis i tor and
maybe take in a fo rum or two.

Since the last Vox, de tails of the pro -
posed LF, 60m, and 2400 MHz rules
changes have been ironed out be tween

the ARRL and oth ers is su ing com ments 
and the FCC. The No tice of Pro posed
Rule Making de tail ing what we have in
store is avail able on the FCC am a teur
ser vice web pages. Go to wire -
less.fcc.gov/ser vices/am a teur and look
for “Amend ment of Parts 2 and 97 of
the Com mis sion’s Am a teur Ra dio Ser -
vices Rules”. While a LF am a teur band
is new in the U.S., un li censed use of
160-190 kHz has been al lowed for quite
some time. We will see what be comes of 
this band, but at the very least it ought
to be of in ter est to ex per i ment ers. And
60m - my 30m di pole has enough room
to turn into a trapped 30/60 - ought to
be an other good night-time band.

Since school is back in ses sion, it is ap -
pro pri ate for HARC ped a gogy to re -
sume in the form of pe ri odic
in stall ments of John Mor ris’ Me chan i -
cal Uni verse and Be yond tapes. These
and other pro grams await us, but like
the hamfest, they can’t hap pen with out 
you. Vol un teer your pro grams and sug -
ges tions to our V.P. Tim, N8DEU.

73, Tom Duncan, KG4CUY

A Newby’s Take on Field Day
I’m 61 years old and a newby? Yes,

I’ve been in Huntsville only a few years

and I be gan go ing to HARC meet ings as 
soon as I could. That was late 2001. The
2002 Field Day was my first since 1969.
So I was new to the club and new to
Field Day. (Maybe “slightly used”
would be more ac cu rate.)

I walked onto the field of bat tle at
Intergraph on Sat ur day morn ing to see
the most com fort able-look ing ac com -
mo da tions of any in hamdom - ev ery -
body had RV’s and many of them were
air con di tioned. In 1969 we
twenty-somethings had more en thu si -
asm than money. We pitched tents be -
side a bor rowed, loud gas o line
gen er a tor on the grounds of our em -
ployer, the Mary land Cen ter for Pub lic
Broad cast ing. Yes, Mary land has mos -
qui toes, to an swer your ques tion.

I had read the ARRL’s Field Day rules
and hoped I would be able to op er ate.
So I wan dered over the nearly de serted
field, with out guid ance or plan, look ing 
for both. I en coun tered peo ple spo rad i -
cally and learned the as sign ments of
most of the sta tions: That one is 20 me -
ter CW, and so on. The own ers of the re -
spec tive RV’s and sta tions had a lock on 
them (as it should be). That meant, it
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HARC ACTIVITY CALENDAR FOR
Sep tem ber, 2002

Sunday Mon day Tues day Wednes day Thurs day Fri day Sat ur day

1 2
Chris tian Fel low ship
Net 2100 on 145.33

3
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

4
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240

5
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

6
HARC: Ham Ra dio & 
Hang Gliding, Rolf
Goedhart & Ray
Helman

7
 CAVEC Am a teur
Exams 0900 at Red
Cross Build ing

Hamfest, Lou is ville,
KY

8 9
Chris tian Fel low ship
Net 2100 on 145.33

10
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

11
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240

12
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

13
HARC: Am a teur Ra -
dio on the In ter na -
tional Space Sta tion,
N8DEU

14
Hamfest, Dal las, GA

15 16
Chris tian Fel low ship
Net 2100 on 145.33

17
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

18
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240

19
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

20
HARC: Vox Night

21

22 23
Chris tian Fel low ship
Net 2100 on 145.33

24
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

25
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240

26
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

27
HARC: Ex cite ment
on the Colo. River &
Grand Canyou, John
Reynolds, N5AYD

28
27 & 28, Ten-Tec
Hamfest,
Sevierville, TN

29 30
Chris tian Fel low ship
Net 2100 on 145.33

1
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

2
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240

3
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

4
HARC Meet ing

5 
CAVEC Am a teur
Exams 0900 at Red
Cross Build ing



ap peared, that the oth ers were go ing to
be bench warmers.

I came across Paul Paelian, WB4UEE,
and found that he had put his camper
and his call sign into ser vice for the
GOTA sta tion, us ing 10 me ters. This
was the place for bench warmers, it
seemed, at least un til the pri mary op er -
a tors de cided they wanted some re lief. 

I found that Paul had the club’s
gently used Kenwood trans ceiver, and
it was cen ter-feed ing a ran dom wire
with lad der line. The sit u a tion re quired
an an tenna tuner, and Chris to pher
Best, KB3DXR, sup plied one that
looked like it had housed a bomb. Af ter
a Key stone Cops sort of scene, with sev -
eral of us try ing ev ery tuner con fig u ra -
tion - even chang ing out to in - Brian
Bender, KD4FGL, came to the res cue by 
haul ing down the ran dom wire, cut ting 
it to half-wave on 10 me ters — just a mi -
nus cule piece of wire — and im pro vis -
ing some in su la tors. Some body stole a
co-ax ca ble from a per fectly good an -
tenna ly ing there be long ing to Chris
Reed, KF4MMF, and we were in busi -

ness. Using the ex cuse that I own
Kenwood twins in the same geo log i cal
stra tum as the club’s trans ceiver, I
asked to op er ate first. My first con tact
was Costa Rica, and af ter that I know of
no more DX. Soon we switched to
Christ Best’s new trans ceiver for the
rest of the con test. It was use ful to get a
24-hour pro file of 10 me ters. It was
mostly dead, with oc ca sional open ings
500-1000 miles, and at times to nearby
Geor gia.

NOTES FOR NEXT YEAR:

Ask around for “the plan” be fore
Field Day.

Mem o rize the classes of sta tions so
when a guy call and says, “I’m rid ing a
mo tor cy cle and just wanted to give you
guys some points” I won’t get be hind
on log ging try ing to re mem ber he’s a
“C.” The log ging pro gram on Brian’s
com puter de manded a sta tion class be -
fore it al lowed you to con tinue.

Mem o rize or bring the con test rules.

Learn how the log ging pro gram op -
er ates. (This re quires pre science un less
its me sup ply ing the log ging pro gram.)

Bring an ARRL Hand book. (Q sig -
nals, coun try codes, etc.)

Bring a chart of band edges. (One was 
at the GOTA sta tion.)

Bring Pads and pen. You can’t do ev -
ery thing on a com puter. 

73, Travis Hardin, KE3Y

Other Uses For Morse Code
Morse Code won’t do you much

good in this era of split-sec ond com mu -
ni ca tions. Morse is far slower and far
tougher to learn than, for ex am ple, in -
stant messaging.

But once in a while, Morse can unite
its fans in a gale of laugh ter. Bill Santiff,
a reader from Owings, ex plains how.

“ I was stopped at a traf fic light at the
in ter sec tion of Mary land 410 and 450
yes ter day,” Bill writes (in e-mail-ese,
not Morse).

He was in the cen ter of three lanes.
“The lane to my left [was] full of cars
wait ing to make a left turn on the green
ar row.

“When the light changed, the car to
my right sud denly zoomed ahead and
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cut across both of our lanes to make a
left turn in front of both of us.

“I slammed on my brakes and
stopped just in time to avoid hit ting the
id iot. [I] was about to mut ter some
choice com ments on the other driver’s
du bi ous par ent age when the driver to
my left tapped out a crisp didah dididit
dididit on his horn.

I’m not go ing to tell you what that
mes sage spells, be cause I love my job
and I love be ing able to pay my mort -
gage. Let’s just say that, in Morse, it
gives you a three-let ter word that is of -
ten pre ceded by “horse’s.”

Bill re sponded as only a Morse-ist
could. He tapped out didahdit on his
horn. That’s an R - which means
“Roger”, to any and all who know the
code.

From “Bill Levey’s Washington”,
Washington Post, C-11, August 22, 2002

Thanks for the Help!
Thanks to all who helped with the

hamfest HARC booth ac tiv i ties - prep a -
ra tion, set ting up, tear ing down, trans -
port ing equip ment, and man ning the
booth. Spe cial thanks to Dick, W1TV,
for the 50th an ni ver sary video, which
showed both at the booth and in the
Beresfords’ cof fee area.

73, Tom KG4CUY

Boatanchors!
HARC re ceived the fol low ing do na -

tion of late-60’s Heathkit gear just be -
fore hamfest:

DX-60B Trans mit ter

HR-10B Re ceiver

HG-10B VFO

These were sold at that time as a com -
plete sta tion. The HG-10B also worked
with the older DX-40 trans mit ter. Other 
than dust and bad con tacts, the equip -
ment was in good shape. It has been
cleaned up and re stored to work ing or -
der. 

If any one is in ter ested in this gear, or
knows any one who might be, or has
any idea what it might fetch as a set,
please let me know. Maybe we can have 
a few vin tage QSOs some Fri day night
be fore this stuff goes on to an ap pre cia -
tive new owner - bring your keys, or a

ce ramic mi cro phone for some full-car -
rier AM!.

Thanks, Tom Duncan, KG4CUY

September Programs
We have a busy month planned with

Pro grams at the Club. Come on down
and check them out.

On 06-SEP-02 Rolf, K4RGG, and Ray
Helman will pres ent “Ham Ra dio and
Hang Gliding”. Learn how hang glid -
ing got Rolf into Am a teur Ra dio. Ray
owns and op er ates Rocket City
Airsports. They will have a live Hang
Glider on dis play for all to see.

On 13-SEP-02 Tim, N8DEU, will pres -
ent “Am a teur Ra dio on the In ter na -
tional Space Sta tion”. The dis cus sion
will fo cus around ARISS ac tiv i ties and
equip ment used aboard the ISS. You
will also learn about new up com ing
Am a teur Ra dio Pro jects that are be ing
pre pared for ISS.

On 27-SEP-02 John Reynolds,
N5AYD, will pres ent “Ex cite ment on
the Col o rado River and the Grand Can -
yon”. John led a pri vate trip on the Col -
o rado River through the Grand Can yon 
for 18 days in May and June. Along
with all the other fun and ex cite ment,
am a teur ra dio was part of his trip.
Come and see some of the sights and
ex pe ri ences dur ing the trip.

73’s de Tim - N8DEU VP and Program
Chairman

From the Web
The city of St. An drews, on a North

Sea bay of the same name, across and a
bit north of the Firth of Forth from Auld
Reekie, is re garded as the home of Golf,
and is cer tainly the home of the Royal & 
An cient Golf Club. It is also home to the
Uni ver sity of St. An drews, where since
1995 Jim Lesurf has nour ished his
“Scots Guide to Elec tron ics”, on the
web at
www.st-and.ac.uk/~www_pa/Scots_G
uide/intro/elec tron.htm. 

Hav ing given birth to the likes of
Alex an ders Bell and Flem ing and
Jameses Maxwell and Watt, Scot land
has pro duced more than it’s share of lu -
mi nar ies in the phys i cal sci ences. Dr.
Lesurf’s own con tri bu tions are in SHF
ra dio and op ti cal com mu ni ca tions, and
the Scots Guide oc ca sion ally goes into
un usual depth in his fa vor ite ar eas. The

site is di vided into some ten ma jor ar eas 
which fur ther di vide into about 100 ma -
jor top ics. Along with static text and
graph ics be neath these top ics is a set of
fun and in struc tive Java “vir tual ex per i -
ments”.

Spend a few min utes with the Scots
Guide. A good ref er ence, and the price
is right.

73, Tom Duncan, KG4CUY

The Giggle Box
Happy Birth day To Those Born In

Sep tem ber !!
A note from Giggles:

How about that hamfest? I re ally en -
joyed it. I think ev ery one had a won -
der ful time. Es pe cially the ven dors and
deal ers. I know that it is a lot of work,
but if we have ad e quate vol un teers, we
can make the work eas ier. We also have
more time to ragchew and catch up on
old gos sip. I re ally en joyed see ing all
the peo ple that I had n’t seen in a long
time. I am al ready look ing for ward to
next year’s hamfest. 
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Dis count Card
The bearer of this
ad is a mem ber of
the Am a teur Ra dio
com mu nity of
Huntsville and is
en ti tled to a
$10.00 dis count on
all ser vices per -
formed by Meineke
Dis count Muf flers,
10033 South Me mo -
rial Park way,
Huntsville, AL,
(256)882-0365
“At MEINEKE, you’ll 
get a lot...but
you’re not go ing to
pay a lot!”



By the time you get this, La bor Day
will prob a bly be over. The weather will
start get ting cooler and the leaves will
start fall ing. I’m look ing for ward to
some cooler weather, but not the cold.
But I guess you have to take the good
with the not-so-good. I hope ev ery one
has a safe and happy La bor Day and re -
mem ber what it stands for. Also I hope
you will re mem ber to wear Red, White
and Blue on Sep tem ber the 11th.

This is not a joke, but a very touch ing
story that I found on my email a while
back. I work with peo ple that have spe -
cial needs and this story tells it all. We
of ten won der what these spe cial peo ple 
are think ing. I hope you en joy it. It’s
awe some. @Flea Head = God’s un der
the Bed My brother Jo seph thinks God
lives un der his bed. At least that’s what
I heard him say one night. He was pray -
ing out loud in his dark bed room, and I
stopped out side his closed door to lis -
ten. Are you there, God?" he said.
Where are you? Oh, I see. Un der the
bed." 

I gig gled softly and tip toed off to my
own room. Jo seph’s unique per spec -
tives are of ten a source of amuse ment.
But that night some thing else lin gered
long af ter the hu mor. I re al ized for the
first time the very dif fer ent world Jo -
seph lives in. He was born 30 years ago,
men tally dis abled as a re sult of dif fi cul -
ties dur ing la bor. Apart from his size
(he’s 6-foot-2), there are few ways in
which he is an adult. He rea sons and
com mu ni cates with the ca pa bil i ties of a
7-year-old, and he al ways will. He will
prob a bly al ways be lieve that God lives
un der his bed, that Santa Claus is the
one who fills the space un der our tree
ev ery Christ mas, and that air planes
stay up in the sky be cause an gels carry
them.

I re mem ber won der ing if Jo seph re al -
izes he is dif fer ent. Is he ever dis sat is -
fied with his mo not o nous life? Up
be fore dawn each day, off to work at a
work shop for the dis abled, home to
walk our cocker span iel, re turn ing to
eat his fa vor ite macaron and cheese for
din ner, and later to bed. The only vari a -
tion in the en tire scheme are laun dry
days, when he hov ers ex cit edly over
the wash ing ma chine like a mother
with her new born child.

He does not seem dis sat is fied. He
lopes out to the bus ev ery morn ing at
7:05, ea ger for a day of sim ple work. He
wrings his hands ex cit edly while the
wa ter boils on the stove be fore din ner,
and he stays up late twice a week to
gather our dirty laun dry for his next
day’s laun dry chores. And Sat ur -
days-oh, the bliss of Sat ur days! That’s
the day my dad takes Jo seph to the air -
port to have a soft drink, watch the
planes land, and spec u late loudly on
the des ti na tion of each pas sen ger in -
side. “That one’s goin’ to Chi-car-go!”
Jo seph shouts as he claps his hands. His 
an tic i pa tion is so great he can hardly
sleep on Fri day nights. I don’t think Jo -
seph knows any thing ex ists out side his
world of daily rit u als and week end
field trips. He does n’t know what it
means to be dis con tent. His life is sim -
ple. He will never know the en tan gle -
ments of wealth or power, and he does
not care what brand of cloth ing he
wears or what kind of food he eats. He
rec og nizes no dif fer ences in peo ple,
treat ing each per son as an equal and a
friend. His needs have al ways been
met, and he never wor ries that one day
they may not be.

His hands are dil i gent. Jo seph is
never so happy as when he is work ing.
When he un loads the dish washer or
vac u ums the car pet, his heart is com -
pletely in it. He does not shrink from a
job when it is be gun, and he does not
leave a job un til it is fin ished. But when
his tasks are done, Jo seph knows how
to re lax. He is not ob sessed with his
work or the work of oth ers. His heart is
pure. He still be lieves ev ery one tells the 
truth, prom ises must be kept, and
when you are wrong, you apol o gize in -
stead of ar gue. Free from pride and un -
con cerned with ap pear ances, Jo seph is
not afraid to cry when he is hurt, an gry
or sorry. He is al ways trans par ent, al -
ways sin cere. And he trusts God. Not
con fined by in tel lec tual rea son ing,
when he co mes to Christ, he co mes as a
child. Jo seph seems to know God-to re -
ally be friends with Him in a way that is
dif fi cult for an “ed u cated” per son to
grasp. God seems like his clos est com -
pan ion. In my mo ments of doubt and
frus tra tions with my Chris tian ity, I
envy the se cu rity Jo seph has in his sim -
ple faith. It is then that I am most will -
ing to ad mit that he has some di vine

knowl edge that rises above my mor tal
ques tions. It is then I re al ize that per -
haps he is not the one with the hand i -
cap - I am. My ob li ga tions, my fear, my
pride, my cir cum stances-they all be -
come dis abil i ties when I do not sub mit
them to Christ. Who knows if Jo seph
com pre hends things I can never learn?
Af ter all, he has spent his whole life in
that kind of in no cence, pray ing af ter
dark and soak ing up the good ness and
love of the Lord. And one day, when
the mys ter ies of heaven are opened,
and we are all amazed at how close God 
re ally is to our hearts, I’ll re al ize that
God heard the sim ple prayers of a boy
who be lieved that God lived un der his
bed. Jo seph won’t be sur prised at all.
A Joke or Two

A man brought a very limp dog into
the vet er i nary clinic. As he laid the dog
on the ta ble, the doc tor pulled out his
stetho scope, plac ing the re cep tor on the 
dog’s chest. Af ter a mo ment or two, the
vet shook his lead sadly and said, “I’m
sorry, but your dog has passed away.”

“What?” screamed the man. “How
can you tell” You have n’t done any test -
ing on him or any thing. I want an other
opin ion!" 

With that, the vet turned and left the
room. In a few mo ments, he re turned
with a Lab ra dor Re triever. The Lab
went right to work, check ing the poor
dead dog out thor oughly. Af ter a con -
sid er able amount of sniff ing, the Re -
triever sadly shook his head and said
“Bark”. The vet then took the Lab ra dor
out and re turned in a few mo ments
with a cat, who also checked out the
poor dog on the ta ble. As had his pre de -
ces sors, the cat sadly shook his head
and said, “Meow.”. He then jumped off
the ta ble and ran out of the room. 

The vet er i nar ian handed the man a
bill for $600. The dog’s owner went bal -
lis tic? “$600? Just to tell me my dog is
dead? This is out ra geous!” The vet
shook his head sadly and ex plained - “If 
you had taken my word for it, it would
have been $50, but what with the Lab
work and the Cat scan....”

***  Em ily Sue was go ing into la bor,
and her hus band, Bubba, called 911.
The op er a tor told Bubba she would
send some one out right away. “Where
do you live?” asked the op er a tor. Bubba 
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re plied, “Eu ca lyp tus Drive.” The op er a -
tor asked can you spell that for me?"
There was a pause, and then Bubba said
, “How about I drag her over to Oak
Street, and you pick her up there?”
The Thought for the Month of
September

There are things in life that we have
ab so lutely no con trol over. So why
worry about them? In stead of wor ry ing, 
care. Con sider what pos i tive ac tion can
be taken, in stead of wor ry ing.
Solve the puzzle:

HET EEYS ERA ULTYR HET
IDSWNOW FO A ULOS 

73, Peggy (Giggles) Bell, K4EGB

Hamfests:
Sept 7, 2002. Greater Lou is ville

Hamfest As so ci a tion, Lou is ville, KY.
Con tact Her bert Rowe, W4WQD,
by phone at 812-294-4905 or email
wd4ixl@juno.com
See http://www.thepoint.net/~glha for
more in for ma tion..

Sept 14, 2002. Paulding ARC, Dal las,
GA.
Con tact Bill Hous ton, WD4LUQ, by
phone at 770-445-9191
or email bhouston@att.net .
See http://www.pauldingarc.com for
more in for ma tion.

Ten-Tec Hamfest, Sevierville, TN
Sept 27-28, 2002. At Ten-Tec
Con tact Stan Brock, WD0BGS, by phone 
at 865-453-7172 or
email sales@tentec.com.
See http://www.tentec.com for more in -
for ma tion.

73, John Farr, KC4ZXX 

Flea Market
For Sale:

Hy-Gain 20 Me ter Mono Band Beam
An tenna: Model LJ-204BA. 4 El e ments -
8.2 dB Gain. Will also work on 17M. Cost 
$539 New. Asking $175. Partially dis as -
sem bled and ready to trans port. 

Con tact Ron Shaffer: W4VM at
881-8105
 or e-mail AAT4SJ@knology.net 

Would You Like To Present A
Program?

How may folks out there re ally like
their hobby? How well do you re ally
like HAM Ra dio? Do you like it enough
to talk about it? If so, we need you to

come down to one of our club meet ings
and talk about your fa vor ite in ter ests in
Am a teur Ra dio. There is not much to
pre sent ing a pro gram. You just need to
pick an ex cit ing in ter est in Am a teur Ra -
dio or an other in ter est ing topic and tell
us about it. A few props might help, but
they are not nec es sary. If you re ally love
what you are do ing in Am a teur Ra dio it
should come nat u rally once you start
talk ing. I am sure there will be plenty of
ques tions from the crowd.

Last year, we had a great line-up of in -
ter est ing top ics pre sented at the club
meet ings. We need to con tinue that
great tra di tion to help bring more peo -
ple out of the wood work to hear what
you are do ing in HAM Ra dio. I could
talk about var i ous top ics ev ery week
my self, but then folks would get tired of
hear ing me talk about our ex cit ing
hobby. So, I need your help. Pick a topic, 
any topic within our hobby and let me
know when you would like to talk to the 
club about your in ter ests. You can
phone me, send an E-mail, or catch me
at a club meet ing to sched ule a slot on
the cal en dar. The month of Oc to ber is
wide open at the mo ment.

If you will not talk about HAM Ra dio,
then who will do it? In or der to bring
new mem bers into the club and into
HAM Ra dio we need to tell peo ple
about our ex cit ing hobby. Whose re -
spon si bil ity is it to bring new HAM’s
into the world? I have been try ing to do
my part in the last year. Working with
the Camp Creek Dis trict Boy Scouts last
Fall dur ing the Jam bo ree On The Air
event was a great ex pe ri ence and
helped bring ra dio aware ness to some
young sters. Our hobby needs young
peo ple to en sure it will sur vive. Then,
there was the Mont gom ery Hamfest
where I got the op por tu nity to talk
about APRS. Then, we got to dis play
APRS in the Rocket City Mar a thon once
again in the past year. It sure re duces
the amount of voice traf fic ask ing where 
ev ery body is in the race. Then, I got an -
other chance to pres ent an APRS Fo rum
at the Tullahoma Hamfest ear lier this
year. What a crowd and they had loads
of ques tions. Then, the BirminghamFest 
gave me an op por tu nity to pres ent an
APRS Fo rum and what a crowd we had
down there. Field Day came quickly and 
I helped with the Sat el lite Sta tion where
sev eral peo ple got to hear and work

AO-40 (Phase 3D) for the first time.
Now we have the APRS sta tion on-line 
at the EMA down town. Look for APRS 
ac tiv ity to soar in the com ing months. 

The Huntsville Hamfest brought an -
other op por tu nity for me to pres ent
Fo rum’s on APRS and AMSAT (the
Am a teur Ra dio Sat el lite Cor po ra tion).

Ask me if I re ally like my hobby?
This should not be any sur prise, since I 
was born a HAM. Not ev ery body can
make that claim, un less of course, you
are a Cun ning"HAM". Please con tact
me if you are in ter ested in talk ing to
the Huntsville Am a teur Ra dio Club
and share your Am a teur Ra dio knowl -
edge.
73’s de Tim, N8DEU Program Chairman 

and VP

From The Editor’s
Wastebasket

An other great Huntsville Hamfest is
now his tory. Thanks to ev ery body
who did his or her bit to make it a suc -
cess. It is the in ter est and en thu si asm
that ev ery one puts into the Hamfest
that makes it a great ex pe ri ence ev ery
year.

Started out this morn ing as I usu ally
do, load the last month’s Vox file and
re move the text so I can add this
month’s text. Would n’t load. Got
started, then the com puter would
hang up. Tried it sev eral times, then I
dis cov ered that some how I had man -
aged to man gle the font file for the
type face I’ve al ways used for the
news let ter (Zapf Cal li graphic), which
meant I could n’t load any pre vi ous
month’s ver sion of the Vox. Since I al -
ways carry the for mat from month to
month, that meant I had to for mat this
is sue from scratch and I prob a bly have 
got ten sev eral things dif fer ent from
what you’re used to see ing. Be sides
the ef fort in volved in rec re at ing the
for mat, is the fact that I started out us -
ing a dif fer ent type style (Plain old
Times New Ro man) which I don’t care 
for at all for some thing like the Vox.
Then I re called see ing a type style
called Palatino in the font list and re -
mem bered that Zapf Cal li graphic is a
slightly mod i fied versiion of Palatino. I 
switched ev ery thing over to Palatino
and it looks al most like it oughta.. 
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I want to thank Corry Smith for mak ing his dig i tal pic tures
from the Hamfest avail able. Some will ap pear here and some
will ap pear on the hamfest web site. You know where that is,
“www.hamfest.org”. 

By the time most of you get this, La bor Day will be over,
school will be in ses sion and it’ll be time to start think ing
about an tenna pro jects. The weather will be cool ing off and
con di tions will be great for an tenna work. Hope you get ev -
ery thing squared away on the an tenna range so you can take
max i mum ad van tage of the com ing cold weather and get lots 
of shack time on those cold win ter nights when the bands
seem to open up enough so you can hear your sig nals com -
ing around for the sec ond pass

Please help Tim, N8DEU on pro grams for this Fall and
Win ter sea son. Vis i tors and pro spec tive hams don’t want to
hear us dis cuss the lat est pro posal to the ti ni est de tail, which
we seem to do all too of ten. . They want to hear in ter est ing
and in for ma tive pro grams, as do most of the mem bers. A
good se ries of pro grams will do a lot to in crease at ten dance at 
meet ings,  mem ber ship in HARC,and maybe at tract new
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One of  Corry Smith’s fab u lous pan oramic shots of the Drawing

SKYWARN Forum RACES booth

Afterward



con verts to am a teur ra dio. I’ve al ready men tioned to Tim the
pos si bil ity of my in flict ing a pro gram on you some time in Oc -
to ber.

73, Frank Emens, W4HFU
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The Talk-In Sta tion -- Never Lost a Visitor Yet!Scotty Neustadter & Ernie blair share a quasi-se ri ous mo ment
on the podium

Oh Happy Day!!!
With a lit tle time on the Web with Google,

and with a hit on my credit card, I was able
to re store the lost font files and re trieve the

old time tested and true Vox for mat..

Thes PDF ver sion of the Vox is re stored to
its orig i nal for mat.


