
News Bul le tin - Huntsville, AL 
Am a teur ra dio op er a tors from the

Huntsville Am a teur Ra dio Club re -
sponded when the lo cal Spring City
Cy cle Club asked for help with com mu -
ni ca tions. On Sat ur day Sep tem ber 14,
over 350 bi cy cle rid ers rode the an nual
100-mile ride from Brownsboro, Al a -
bama to Mar ble Hill, Ten nes see and re -
turned. Wind ing through the hills of
south cen tral Ten nes see, cell phone
cov er age was spotty. How ever, am a -
teur op er a tors proved that ham ra dio
could get mes sages through.

Cy cle club mem ber Willy Albanes
ear lier spoke with Mad i son County’s
Emer gency Co or di na tor Tom Hat ter
K4AKC about pos si ble com mu ni ca -
tions help us ing ham ra dio. Mr.
Albanes vis ited the Huntsville ham

club and sev eral club mem bers vol un -
teered to help. 

                          Page 1

Huntsville, Alabama Volume 42, Number 9 October, 2002

HUNTSVILLE
AMATEUR

RADIO CLUB

Huntsville Amateur Radio
Club Information
Club Officers 
President: 

Tom Duncan, KG4CUY
Duncan1@ds-s.com

Vice President:
Tim Cunningham, N8DEU

 Tim_cunningham@mindspring.com

Secretary: 
Rolf Goedhart K4RGG.

k4rgg@arrl.net
Treasurer: 

Heath Thorson, KC4HRX, 722-0250
hthorson@knology.net

The club's ad dress is Box 423,
Huntsville, Ala.  35804. Meet ings are
held each Fri day night at 7:30 P.M. at the 
Amer i can Red Cross Build ing, 1101
Wash ing ton Street. Dues are $12.00 per
year, fam ily mem ber ships are $15.00 per
year. The club main tains a Web Site at
“http://www.harc.net”

The North Alabama Repeater
Association operates repeaters on 146.34
/ 146.94, 147.78 / 147.18, 223.34 /
224.94and 448.5 / 443.5. NARA dues are
$16.00 per year and may be sent to
NARA at P.O. Box 18941 Huntsville, AL 
35804-8941. 

The club's packet radio interest group,
HUNTSPAC, maintains an extensive
packet network for the Huntsville area.
Dues for use of this network are $15.00
per year, and can be paid through the
HARC Secretary-Treasurer listed above.

The club's ATV special interest group,
TVATV operates an ATV repeater. It's
input frequency is 439.25 MHz and its
output is 421.25 MHz. A voice
coordination repeater is operated with
output frequency of 145.33 MHz, input
600 kHz down.

The Vox is pub lished the third Fri day
of each month ex cept for August. Edi tor
of the Vox is Frank Emens, W4HFU,
3714 Lake wood Cir cle, Hunts ville, Ala.
35811 or fe mens@hiwaay.net. Ma te rial
of in ter est to the HARC mem ber ship
should be sub mit ted to the edi tor by the
sec ond Fri day of the month of
publication. 

“Vox”, Vol 42,  Nr 9, October, 2002
A Newsletter published monthly except 

for August by the Huntsville Amateur
Radio Club, P.O. Box 423, Huntsville, AL  
35804

CAVEC Ama teur Ra dio Li cense Ex ams

Exam  ses sions are held the first Sat ur -
day of each month un less a holi day

causes the ses sion to be de layed for one
week.

Up com ing ses sions are:
Sat ur day, Oc to ber 5

Sat ur day, November 2

For in for ma tion con tact:

Larry Frost, KR4GU, 536-4154
KR4GU@bellsouth.net

Or
Don Tun still, W4NO, 536-3904

dontunstil@hamfest.org

Tom Hat ter, K4AKC, busily pro vid ing com mu ni ca tions for Spring city Cy cle Club



Howard Trexler N9YGU set up a
two-me ter base sta tion at the Mad i son
County high school. Tim Cunningham
N8DEU and K4AKC set up two ad di -
tional field sta tions at rest stops along
the course. For nearly eight hours, ham
op er a tors re layed mes sages and dis -
patched ra dio-equipped ve hi cles to
help rid ers who had be come stranded. 

Tom Hat ter K4AKC re ported, “This
was a good op por tu nity for lo cal hams
to op er ate in the field and prac tice their
emer gency com mu ni ca tion skills. Sev -
eral emer gency an tenna ar range ments
and power sup plies were used.”

Event or ga nizer Mi chael Holder said,
“We were busy the whole day pro vid -
ing sup port. Our cell phones pro vided
sketchy com mu ni ca tion at best. Now
we see what com mu ni ca tions can do for
us! Such vis i bil ity on what’s go ing on,
on the large in com mu ni cado course is
im pres sive. We’ll def i nitely keep in
touch with HARC. I’m re ally thrilled
with the help ful spirit and qual ity of the
team work!”

With only a few flat tires and bro ken
chains, all cy clists re turned safely, and
Huntsville’s ra dio club mem bers once

again dem on strated what ham ra dio
could do. 

This re port was pre pared by:
Tom Hat ter K4AKC, Mad i son county EC
Tom Duncan KG4CUY, pres i dent HARC

Auction, Programs, and the
SCCA 100

The post-hamfest pro gram sea son got
off to a great start, be gin ning with the
fifth Fri day of Au gust. The ex change by
our pe ren nial auc tion eer Corry,
K4DOH, of the old fa vor ite garb of au -
thor ity for an Alu mi num Foil De flec tor
Beanie (see zapatopi.net/afdb.html) en -
hanced HARC’s trea sury more than any
other auc tion in re cent his tory on a
per-item-sold ba sis. It was pos si ble to
dem on strate (and sub se quently sell) the 
do nated Heathkit gear thanks to
Woody’s last-min ute run ning of a
length of RG-8 from the shack to the
Wikle room. This is per ma nently avail -
able, so should your pro gram re quire ac -
cess to the club’s an ten nas, a PL-259 can
be fished out of the ceil ing at a mo -
ment’s no tice.

Rolf’s hang-glid ing presention
showed us there is more than one way
to skin the an tenna height re stric tion cat 
Be sides the talk and video, the glider it -

self wins the award for the most un -
usual prop. Just as 6m was a util ity
band for ra dio-con trolled air plane op -
er a tors lured in to ham ra dio, 2m com -
mu ni ca tions sup port for hang glider
op er a tors as a nat u ral and com mon fit, 
as Rolf ex plained. Tim gave a us a
timely ex pla na tion of ARISS, with in -
ter est ing di gres sions into AO-40 and
ham ra dio aboard the Space Shut tle.
With so many great pre sen ta tions
from Tim we may think he pulls these
out of a hat, but I’m sure the prep a ra -
tion is no small ef fort. And don’t for -
get, as vice pres i dent, Tim seeks out
and sched ules all pre sen ta tions.

HARC’s in volve ment in the Spring
City Cy cling Club’s 100 mile bi cy cle
race — spear headed by Bob Brown
and Tom Hat ter — was a first for the
club, and from all re ports, well-re -
ceived and a good time all around.
WIth pres sure from other ser vices for
spec trum, ev ery dem on stra tion of our
pub lic ser vice abil ity and com mit ment
— Field Day, foot races, and now bi cy -
cle races for ex am ple — is in our fa vor.
The Scout’s Jam bo ree on the Air is an -
other up com ing op por tu nity.
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HARC ACTIVITY CALENDAR FOR
Oc to ber, 2002

Sunday Mon day Tues day Wednes day Thurs day Fri day Sat ur day

29 30
Chris tian Fel low ship
Net 2100 on 145.33

1
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

2
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240

3
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

4
HARC Meet ing

Hamfest:
ARRL MS Sec tion &
MFJ at Starkeville,
MS 

5
CAVEC Exams, Red
Cross Bldg, 0900

Hamfest:
 ARRL MS Sec tion & 
MFJ at Starkeville,
MS 

6 7
Chris tian Fel low ship
Net 2100 on 145.33

8
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

9
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240

10
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

11
Program:
John, K4JCH on use
of the Palm Pi lot with 
APRS

12
Hamfest:
ARC of Augusta, Ev -
ans, GA

13 14
Chris tian Fel low ship
Net 2100 on 145.33

15
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

16
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240

17
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

18
Vox Night. Help us
get the club news let -
ter ready for mail ing.

19
Hamfest:
Oak Ridge ARC, Oak 
Ridge, TN

20 21
Chris tian Fel low ship
Net 2100 on 145.33

22
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

23
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240

24
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

25
HARC Meet ing

26
Hamfest:
Chattnooga ARC,
Chat ta nooga, TN

27 28
Chris tian Fel low ship
Net 2100 on 145.33

29
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

30
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240

31
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

1
HARC Meet ing

2
CAVEC Exams, Red
Cross Bldg, 0900



Thanks to ev ery one else, who al ways
help, but don’t make head lines.

73, Tom Duncan, KG4CUY
2002 NATRA Winter Scrambles 

For me be fore there was Am a teur Ra -
dio there were mo tor cy cles. I of ten rode
in the woods of what is now heavily de -
vel oped lands south of Bir ming ham.
Gal leria used to be a mod est moun tain
with chal leng ing hillclimbs. I-65 went
thru Hoo ver on the lands I rode most.
As did I-459. When rid ing with oth ers I
dreamed of a ra dio sys tem which would 
let me check on the rider be hind me
with out turn ing around. Or to call the
the rider in front that I was hav ing prob -
lems. Am a teur ra dio ap peared to have
the means as CB was n’t le gal to hack on
and the need was n’t for any thing com -
plex. Even tually I got an Am a teur Ra dio
li cense. But 20 years later have only op -
er ated mo tor cy cle mo bile once. Bum -
mer, gotta do some thing about that.

Mean while in re cent years have start -
ing pick ing up the mo tor cy cle pace once 
again in offroad rid ing. North Al a bama

Trail Riders As so ci a tion (NATRA) is the
main lo cal or ga ni za tion
(http://natra.dirtriders.net). NATRA’s
pur pose is to pro cure and main tain
lands for mem bers to ride. Also to lobby
for pub lic lands to be opened for off
road mo tor cy cles, and sup port those
lands when/if they be come avail able.
The clos est thing we have to pub lic
lands for off-road use is Bankhead Na -
tional For est, which is run by pro fes -
sional for est ers, who have their own
con cept of ORV’s and land use.

For esters make the trails too wide. Ex -
ten sively sur veyed and doc u mented,
and then etched in stone never to be
changed. Trails are of ten cut with a bull -
dozer. When trail gets heavily worn and 
rut ted then its re paired. On NATRA
land the trails are rarely al lowed to scar
the ground that much be fore new trails
are cut to re place old. Trails are cut with
a chain saw or axe. Stumps are painted
red. We cur rently lease 4,000 acres in TN 
from a pa per com pany. Ironic that Al a -
bama-based NATRA has to go to TN to
find land. Ironic that its a pa per com -
pany who is so agreable as we cut their

sap lings to make trail. And don’t pay
very much for the priv i lege.

But land and in sur ance does cost
money so NATRA has events for rais -
ing funds as $40/year dues is n’t much.
Twice per year NATRA hosts a Hare
Scram bles as their form of “Hamfest”.
Dirt bikes rac ing thru the woods as fast 
as the rider can go. On sin gle-track
trails, mean ing not much space to
pass. The “win ter” event is Sunday
Oc to ber 20, all day. The AA-class (usu -
ally the fast est) rid ers start at 11:00
AM. An other class is re leased ev ery
min ute un til fi nally the be gin ners are
re leased about 20 min utes af ter the
AA’s. Race for 2 hours on a ~10 mile
course to be layed out near New Hope
(see map in the flyer) ex pressly for this
event. Past win ners av er aged about 25
MPH. Af ter the bikes race for 2 hours
the ATV’s start at 2:00 PM for 90 min -
utes.

Race flyer at
http://natra.dirtrider.net/NATRA%20
Winter%2002.pdf Pic tures from the
sum mer race:
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http://natra.dirtrider.net/Sum -
mer_race.html. The white tent is where
the rider’s barcode is scanned for race
scor ing.

These races are fam ily events. Many
camp on site the night be fore. The kids
race starts at 8:30 AM on a spe cial course
just for them which in cludes part of the
course which will be used later by the
“big guys.” Those lit tle guys (and gals)
are a hoot, ev ery one is hav ing a blast.
Few have any idea of who won or
where they fin ished, only that they had
a good time. Ev ery one is given a tro phy
or cer tif i cate.

Speeds are not ter ri bly high, but the
trees are of ten close enough both
handgrips scrape in pass ing. NATRA
does n’t like wide trails like the For est
Ser vice makes. You’ll no tice most have
1/4 x 5/8 alu mi num guards on the han -
dle bars around their hands for pro tec -
tion. Called “bark bust ers” and prices
start at a very rea son able $40. Very rea -
son able af ter one smashes one’s hand
once for lack of guards.

Is ex pected to have over 300 rid ers on
the course for the race. Some rid ers will
have prob lems dur ing the race and this
is where Am a teur Ra dio can con trib ute.
NATRA has never had as sis tance from
the Am a teur Ra dio com mu nity so there
is a bit of con fu sion as to what we can do 
to help. In the past a hodge-podge of
FRS, cellphone, and other means, have
been used by NATRA mem bers. Ex pect
much of that will re main with “other”
greatly en hanced by Am a teur Ra dio
and op er a tors ex pe ri enced in ef fec tive
com mu ni ca tions.

NATRA will have “ghost rid ers” in the 
event; NATRA mem bers po lic ing the
course on mo tor cy cles, stop ping to help
other rid ers, and know ing the short cuts
and ser vice roads around the course.
Most are not li censed Am a teur Ra dio
op er a tors but some are. Carrying FRS
whose range is n’t great enough to cover
the course. Will need to po si tion hams
on the course with FRS to serve as re -
lays. As with mar a thons and bi cy cle
races, is the host ing club’s mem bers, not
the hams, who are there in of fi cial ca -
pac ity. Hams are pres ent to com mu ni -
cate, not to con duct the event.

Dis cus sion so far is for NATRA to pro -
vide shirts for the com mu ni ca tions team 
in a dif fer ent color than for NATRA of fi -

cials. That mile mark ers will be posted.
And dur ing the rider’s meet ing in struc -
tions will be given stat ing if some body is 
hav ing trou ble that one could (re mem -
ber they are rac ing and stop ping costs
them time and po si tion) re port it with
mile marker to some body wear ing a
NATRA shirt. Riders have a ter ri ble
grasp of dis tance dur ing a race. “A bike
with a flat tire 200 yards back” may very
well be a mile back. A ghost rider will be
sent first, who might de cide at the scene
more help is needed.

It should be a lot of fun, but a lot of
work. A po si tion in the woods will have
to be manned for 3 hours as we can’t
rou tinely ro tate staff in the mid dle of the 
course dur ing the race. Chair. Wa ter.
Lunch. CD player. Bug re pel lant. HT
and FRS. Um brella if its rain ing.

Any body put Am a teur TV to an in ter -
est ing use lately? Want some live ac tion
to show? Plan is to have about 1 mile of
course in an open field where spec ta tors 
have some thing to watch. Oth er wise
there is of ten an intersting bridge, creek
cross ing, or turn, in the woods. Good
stuff. Needs cov er age. Better than pic -
tures from within your shack?

I’m new to com mu ni ca tions on this
scale. Looking for vol un teers. Looking
for ideas. Other than the du ra tion of the
event and re mote lo ca tion (can’t op er ate 
from your car, truck or 4x4) its not as
com plex as other events we as sist with. I 
can be reached via email,
dkelly@hiwaay.net, or home phone
837-4740 (an swer ing ma chine says
“Meow”).

See you at the race!
73, David Kelly N4HHE,

dkelly@hiwaay.net
October Programs

Mark your cal en dars for Fri day,
11-OCT-02, to hear John, K4JCH talk to
us about PalmAPRS. John has been us -
ing his handheld Palm Pi lot com puter
along with a handheld ra dio to work
APRS. Come on down to the club meet -
ing and learn how the PalmAPRS soft -
ware can turn your Palm Pi lot into a
ver sa tile tool to cap ture APRS ac tiv ity,
DX Bul le tins, Weather Alerts, and much
more.

If you have an in ter est ing topic you
would like to share with your fel low
hams or you know some body who has
an in ter est ing topic to share with us,

please con tact me so we can sched ule
some ac tiv ity for the month of No -
vem ber.

73, Tim, N8DEU Program Chairman
and VP

Mystery Of The Pyramid
It just sud denly oc curred to me!!

What, you ask? Glad you asked. (not
that you did) EUREKA!!!! Which is
from the Latin, mean ing “the litterbox
re ally stinks”

In case you’ve missed all the hoopla
about the $250,000 ro bot mov ing
around the se cret pas sage-way in the
pyr a mid in Egypt try ing to solve mys -
ter ies and take pic tures...... I think I fig -
ured out the mys tery! And yes, you
heard it here first!!!

If some body else co mes up with this
idea “af ter the fact”, I have
DATE-STAMPED proof and ma te rial
wit nesses that I thought of it first!!
And all of you are ma te rial wit nesses
just in case there’s a gi ant cash re ward
for think ing of it first.

(fat chance, but if there IS a $5M cash 
prize for solv ing the mys tery, I’ll buy
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Dis count Card
The bearer of this
ad is a mem ber of
the Am a teur Ra dio
com mu nity of
Huntsville and is
en ti tled to a
$10.00 dis count on
all ser vices per -
formed by Meineke
Dis count Muf flers,
10033 South Me mo -
rial Park way,
Huntsville, AL,
(256)882-0365
“At MEINEKE, you’ll 
get a lot...but
you’re not go ing to
pay a lot!”



ev ery mem ber of HARC a nice new Porsche 944! Or Olds mo -
bile. What ever)

Here is my the ory, and I thought of it while en joy ing a cold
brewski and try ing to de bug a PC app whilst eat ing sup per
and giv ing the res i dent cat the re quired ear-rub and talk ing
on the phone at same time. Multi-task ing NEVER works with 
hu mans and rarely with PCs. Ev ery thing crashed!
Blue-screen on the PC, dog tried to get my sand wich, and the
lady-friend on the phone got dis con nected. So then the cat
clawed my arm be cause of all the com mo tion; most likely
due to the “free food scram ble”.

Cats are im por tant! It’s a proven fact that there are many
in tel li gent life-forms in the uni verse, and MOST of them own 
cats! (OK....that’s just some thing I heard some where.)

BUT.....the Egyp tians *did* wor ship cats, that is a doc u -
mented fact.

So, here is my hy poth e sis: “The 8" X 8" path way is
OBVIOUSLY not meant for a hu man. *DUH* It was built for
a cat! 

(tada!)

yeah.....the ro bot has had trou ble mov ing through it, since
it was n’t de signed for a ro bot EITHER! And of COURSE
there is an other door. Only a cat would KNOW what to do at
that point. Prob a bly some thing sim ple like: “tug on the cat -
nip at tached to the rope which opens the sec ond door which
leads to the sec ond cham ber, which con tains the holy/gi ant
lit ter-box. And maybe 3 tons of gold.

(right)
But then again, maybe the “trea sure” is merely a mil lion

mum mi fied mice. I sus pect at this point, there will be a third
door....... kinda like a gi ant one-way pet-door which leads
back to the out side of the pyr a mid. “You want IN or you
want OUT? Pick one, please”

Which proves again that cats are ei ther to tal mo rons or ge -
niuses. Af ter a few eons, one would think they’d have
enough smarts to work a sim ple can-opener by them selves
and de velop op pos able thumbs. But why? That’s what hu -
mans are for, right?

73, Chris Teuber, WB4UFQ
Upcoming Hamfests

• Oc to ber 4-5 2002. 
ARRL MS Sec tion and MFJ En ter prises, Starkville, Mis sis -

sippi See.
http://www.mfjenterprises.com/daypark2002.php or con tact 
Malcolm Keown, W5XX, 601-636-0827 or w5xx@arrl.org.

• Ocobber 12 2002.
 ARC of Augusta, Ev ans, Geor gia Con tact John Sam ples,

KG4LEY 706-736-7509 (Days), 706-651-9504 (Eves) or
kg4ley@hotmail.com.

• Oc to ber 19 2002.
Oak Ridge ARC, Oak Ridge, Ten nes see. See

http://www.korrnet.orc/orarc or con tact Hicklin Harrel,
KR4EP, 865-481-0285 or kr4ep@arrl.net.

• Oc to ber 27 2002.
Chat ta nooga ARC, Chat ta nooga, Ten nes see. See
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A Radio Ravin’
With apol o gies to Ed gar Al len Poe

By 8WR

Re printed with per mis sion from
QST for Sep tem ber 1917.

I
Once, upon a mid night dreary,
while I lis tened, drowsy, weary;
to the faint and fad ing sig nals,
from a hun dred miles and more.
Sud denly, I heard a sput ter,
then a spark with hiss and flut ter.
Made me think of words to ut ter,
that I’d never said be fore.
And this spark with hiss and sput ter,
For some time the air did clut ter;
with its weird, un mean ing roar.
‘Twas a “ham,” — and noth ing more.
II
Stopped the sounds, once more I lis tened,
and my eyes with joy then glis tened.
As I heard the fa mous sta tion,
just in stalled in dis trict four.
As I lis tened, (all ela tion)
to this great, far-dis tant sta tion;
whose faint sig nals seemed to thrill me,
chill me to the very core.
Then again my phones re sounded,
by a wave with breadth un bounded.
Made me wish my ground switch grounded;
and my phones upon the floor.
Who was this that jammed the ether,
with his awe in spir ing roar?
Just a “ham,” — and noth ing more.
III
“QRM or QRT,”
have your say, what e’re it be,
But any thing you say to stop them,
only serves to make them sore.
Eve ning af ter eve ning spend ing
Lis tening to these sounds heart rend ing
Sends a man to stages pend ing
En trance to the asy lum door.
Makes him—once thought hardy, tire less,
Feel like chuck ing up the wire less,
Throwing ‘phones, con dens ers, tun ers,
In the ash-heap, out the door;
Give up all his old re la tions
with his friends in other sta tions
With a growl of “Nev er more!”



http://hamfestchattanooga.com or con tact Lou ise Carter,
KE4DGW, 423-821-4043 or wa4rmc@aol.com.

73, John Farr, KC4ZXX 
HR4720 ?

Are you aware of a bill now in Con gress called HR4720. If
not, it is time to get your head out of the sand and get busy
writ ing a let ter to your Rep re sen ta tive. It is amaz ing how
many of us do not know about HR4720. I have asked sev eral
peo ple if they are aware of HR4720 and get met with blank
stares. Do you like your hobby? If so, you need to get with the 
plan and write a let ter to Bud Cramer. It does not have to be
any thing fancy apart from ask ing him to sup port HR4720.

HR4720 is gain ing some sup port, but we need to make our
voices heard loud and clear if we want to be heard. You can
find a form let ter on the www.arrl.org website to help you
write your let ter. Your rep re sen ta tive may not like to get a
form let ter, but if you are not very cre ative in writ ing your
own let ter or mod i fy ing a form let ter, then by all means use
the form let ter. Do what ever it takes to let your rep re sen ta -
tive know we are out here. You might add what ben e fits we
bring to the com mu nity as well. You can find all the in for ma -
tion about where to send your let ter and all the de tails about
HR4720 by us ing the search en gine on the ARRL website.
What are you wait ing for? Hope fully it is not the death of our
hobby. If you have not sent your let ter, I am afraid you might
be wait ing for the de mise of our hobby. You are re spon si ble
for the out come, so please take ac tion to day!

HR4720 ba si cally adds some words to im prove and ex pand 
on PRB-1 by in clud ing pri vate groups such as ten ants as so ci -
a tions in the “must rea son ably ac com mo date” por tion of an -
tenna rul ings. This bill is aimed at pro vid ing re lief to
am a teurs faced with pri vate deed cov e nants, con di tions, and 
re stric tions (CC&R’s) in erect ing an ten nas on their prop erty

Steve Is rael (D-NY) first in tro duced the “Am a teur Ra dio
Con sis tency Act” on May 14 as HR4720. There are now 23 co -
spon sors to this bill. Al a bama is not on the list yet! When Al a -
bama is on the list, I will as sume you have done your part.
Un til then, get busy writ ing those let ters to Bud Cramer and
ask for his sup port. Send your let ter to:

Rob ert E. (Bud) Cramer Jr. 
Al a bama-5th, Dem o crat
2367 Rayburn HOB 
Wash ing ton, DC 20515-0105 
Phone: (202) 225-4801

Please do it to day!
I have at tached a sam ple let ter from the ARRL Website if

Frank has room for it in the Vox.
73, Tim, N8DEU, VP

From The Editor’s Wastebasket
Back in Au gust at the Best Hamfest in the South east, I took

a good look at the TenTec Argonaut V at their booth and
went home and or dered one. They were ad ver tise ment
they’d ship be fore the end of Au gust. Then I heard they’d de -
layed ship ping ‘til mid Sep tem ber, then that they’d ship by
the end of Sep tem ber. Ap par ently the hard ware is all ready

but they were hav ing trou ble get ting the soft ware for the
ra dio fin ished. I had men tioned to Tim the pos si bil ity of a
pro gram and dem on stra tion of the ra dio in Oc to ber.

Last week I no ticed the TenTec web site still said they’d
ship in Au gust. I emailed the sales de part ment & sug gested
they might put notes on the site up dat ing their ship ping
sched ule. I got an al most im me di ate re sponse back that
they’d re ally like to do that, but that their WebMaster was the 
guy work ing al most 24/7 on the soft ware for the Argonaut V
and the Orion trans ceiver and they did n’t want to dis tract
him. They had just sent out a post card mail ing re vis ing the
ship ping date to mid Oc to ber. I re plied with a sug ges tion
that they slip a fresh cup of cof fee and a dough nut in front of
the fel low ev ery so of ten to keep him go ing.  Tim, better not
sched ule that pro gram un til you hear from me. These ra dios
will make ex ten sive use of I.F. Dig i tal Sig nal Pro cessing and
will be among the first to ap proach the goal of a “soft ware de -
fined ra dio”. I’m will ing to wait un til they think they have it
just right.

Is there any one read ing this who can speak for the “Chris -
tian Fel low ship Net” shown on Mon day nights in our ac tiv -
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Sam ple Let ter
LETTERHEAD WITH YOUR ADDRESS 
Rep. Rob ert E. (Bud) Cramer Jr. United States House of

Rep re sen ta tives Wash ing ton, DC 20515 

Dear Rep. Cramer,
I urge you to co-spon sor H.R. 4720, the “Am a teur Ra dio

Emer gency Com mu ni ca tions Con sis tency Act,” spon sored 
by Rep. Steve Is rael. The bill would al le vi ate a prob lem fac -
ing many fed er ally li censed Am a teur Ra dio op er a tors liv -
ing within de vel op ment com mu ni ties who are sub ject to
un rea son able re stric tions or out right pro hi bi tions re gard -
ing the in stal la tion of ex ter nal an ten nas. 

Un der cur rent law, the FCC ap plies a pol icy that in -
structs states and lo cal i ties that they must rea son ably ac -
com mo date Am a teur Ra dio an ten nas. The pol icy,
how ever, fails to ad dress sit u a tions af fect ing pri vate
land-use groups. Rep. Is rael’s bill would en sure con sis tent
ap pli ca tion of these reg u la tions. 

This leg is la tion seeks to in sure that Am a teur Ra dio op er -
a tors are avail able for emer gency com mu ni ca tions in all
sec tions of the coun try, re gard less of whether they live in a
de vel op ment, such as a re tire ment com mu nity, or town -
house sub di vi sion. Re stric tions against an ten nas ren der
Am a teur Ra dio op er a tors un able to uti lize their li censes,
which in turn may ul ti mately hin der their emer gency com -
mu ni ca tion role dur ing times of di sas ter or na tional cri sis.
Am a teur ra dio pro vides a vi tal pub lic safety com mu ni ca -
tions ser vice to the pub lic at no cost to tax pay ers. I hope
you will join Rep. Is rael in co- spon sor ing his bill. 

I look for ward to hear ing from you as you con sider this
im por tant leg is la tion. 

Sin cerely,



ity sched ule? Is it still ac tive or should I
de lete it from the sched ule? 

It’s good to hear that Scotty
Neustadter, W4WW seems to be do ing
well af ter by pass sur gery. Not so good
to hear that Don Tunstill’s mother
passed away to day, Sep tem ber 19. Our
pro found sym pa thy goes out to Don on
his loss.

Some one posted the take-off on Poe’s
“The Ra ven” on the QRP-L mail ing list
and I thought it was kind of neat so I
asked per mis sion from ARRL to re-print 
it here. It seems to date back to the time
when folks were switch ing from spark
to CW but there were still a few
holdouts pol lut ing the bands with their
wide raspy spark sig nals and cre at ing
havoc among those try ing to pull weak
CW sig nals out from what were, for the
time, in cred i ble dis tances. You could
read the poem a dif fer ent way, to fig ure
it was a broad cast lis tener com plain ing
about a neigh bor hood ham wip ing out
the sig nal he was try ing to lis ten to, but
he men tions com mu ni cat ing with
friends on the air and KDKA, the first
broad cast sta tion, did n’t go on the air
un til 1920, so that in ter pre ta tion does n’t
play. Any way, I hope you en joy it.

While check ing dates (phas ing out of
Spark and first broad cast sta tion) us ing
Google searches, I ran across some re ally 
in ter est ing sites with in for ma tion about
the early be gin nings of am a teur ra dio
and the be gin nings of broad cast ra dio. It 
would be worth spend ing some time
dig ging around among the sites.

I think Chris Teuber has solved at
least part of the Mys tery of the Pyr a mid
for sure. Those Egyp tian folks un der -
stood cats (wor shipped them in fact)
and it is not hard to be lieve they in -
cluded pasageways for the Im pe rial
Watch Cat in their pyr a mid de signs.

 Look to the right at all the space that
would have been avail able for your ar ti -
cle if you’d just sat down and writ ten it. 

73, Frank Emens, W4HFU 
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