
From the Pres i dent
Sep tem ber was the last month of

pub li ca tion for “73 Am a teur Ra dio To -
day” mag a zine. Of course we will miss
the pro nounce ments of the in im i ta ble
Wayne Green, but be yond that, there
will be one less ham pe ri od i cal on our
night-stands. “Com mu ni ca tions Quar -
terly” merged with “QEX” sev eral years 
ago - the re sult ing mag a zine be ing no
larger than ei ther of it’s con stit u ents -
and “CQ VHF” was ab sorbed back in to
“CQ” at about the same time. “Ham Ra -
dio” ceased pub li ca tion in the early
‘90s.

On the other hand, some pre vi ously
pa per pub li ca tions have moved to the
web, and in some cases, ex panded.
Flying Pigs’ “Ba con Bits” ap pears ev ery
month, is free-of-charge, and chock full
of QRP good ies: so are the QRP club
pub li ca tions from NOGA, NJQRP, and
NORCAL. Our own “Vox” ap pears on
the web af ter dis tri bu tion by mail, and
NADXC’s “LongPath” - pre vi ously pa -
per - is now ex clu sively elec -
tronic.Wayne Green’s part ing re marks,
as re ported in the Oc to ber 10th “ARRL
Let ter” (avail able only elec tron i cally),
in clude the words “With the hobby
slowly dy ing...”. The shuf fling of pub li -
ca tions be tween the pa per and elec -
tronic do mains nei ther sup ports nor
re futes this. I sus pect very few of us
pine for the old callbook, out-of-date
the min ute it was first con sulted, in
pref er ence to QRZ or Buckmaster. We
do need to know, though, that no pub -
li ca tion - pa per or elec tronic - pub lishes
it self. Keep this in mind the next time
you use Path finder or DX Sum mit, and
cer tainly the next time you see our own
Frank, W4HFU, and Jared, KQ4VT.

73, Tom Duncan, KG4CUY

Emergency Communications 
The Spring City Cy cle Club asked for

help with com mu ni ca tions when they
hosted their an nual 100-mile bi cy cle
ride on Sat ur day, 20 Sep tem ber. Sev eral 
mem bers of the Huntsville Am a teur
Ra dio Club (HARC) an swered the call
and pro vided com plete ra dio cov er age
of the ride. The cy clists started at
Brownsboro, AL and rode north ward
through the hills of south ern Ten nes see 
to Mar ble Hill and back. Cell phone
cov er age of the area was poor to
non-ex is tent. Com mu ni ca tions were
re layed through the NARA 146.94 re -
peater us ing a mo bile type whip an -
tenna. Two-el e ment quad an ten nas on
short poles were used to test the vi a bil -
ity of sim plex op er a tion on two me ters.

HARC mem bers set up a base of op er -
a tions at Mad i son County High School,
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Huntsville Amateur Radio
Club Information
Club Officers 
President: 

Tom Duncan, KG4CUY
duncant1@ds-s.com

Vice President:
Kim Hensley, WG8S

khensley@gamewood.net

Secretary: 
Rolf Goedhart K4RGG.

k4rgg@arrl.net
Treasurer: 

Heath Thorson, KC4HRX, 722-0250
hthorson@knology.net

The club's ad dress is Box 423,
Huntsville, Ala. 35804. Meet ings are held 
each Fri day night at 7:30 P.M. at the
Amer i can Red Cross Build ing, 1101
Wash ing ton Street. Dues are $12.00 per
year, fam ily mem ber ships are $15.00 per
year. The club main tains a Web Site at
“http://www.harc.net”

The North Alabama Repeater
Association operates repeaters on 146.34
/ 146.94, 147.78 / 147.18, 223.34 /
224.94and 448.5 / 443.5. NARA dues are
$16.00 per year and may be sent to
NARA at P.O. Box 18941 Huntsville, AL
35804-8941. 

The club's packet radio interest group,
HUNTSPAC, maintains an extensive
packet network for the Huntsville area.
Dues for use of this network are $15.00
per year, and can be paid through the
HARC Secretary-Treasurer listed above.

The club's ATV special interest group,
TVATV operates an ATV repeater. It's
input frequency is 439.25 MHz and its
output is 421.25 MHz. A voice
coordination repeater is operated with
output frequency of 145.33 MHz, input
600 kHz down.

The Vox is pub lished the third Fri day
of each month ex cept for August. Edi tor
of the Vox is Frank Emens, W4HFU,
3714 Lake wood Cir cle, Hunts ville, Ala.
35811 or fe mens@hiwaay.net. Ma te rial
of in ter est to the HARC mem ber ship
should be sub mit ted to the edi tor by the
sec ond Fri day of the month of
publication. 

“Vox”, Vol 43, Nr 10, November, 2003
A Newsletter published monthly except 

for August by the Huntsville Amateur
Radio Club, P.O. Box 423, Huntsville, AL
35804

CAVEC Ama teur Ra dio Li cense Ex ams

Exam ses sions are held the first Sat ur -
day of each month un less a hol i day

causes the ses sion to be de layed for one
week.

Up com ing ses sions are:
Sat ur day, No vem ber 1
Sat ur day, December 6

For in for ma tion con tact:

Larry Frost, KR4GU, 536-4154
kr4gu@hamfest.org

Or
Don Tun still, W4NO, 536-3904

dontunstill@hamfest.org

Exam Ses sions are held the 3rd Sat ur -
day of each month at 1:00. In even

num bered months they are held at the
Ath ens EOC. In odd num bered months

they are held in Mad i son at
Intergraph, Build ing 15

For in for ma tion contact Bob Hud son,
W4RKH, 461-7905

mailto:duncant1@ds-s.com
mailto:khensley@gamewood.net
mailto:k4rgg@arrl.net
mailto:hthorson@knology.net
http://www.harc.net
mailto:mens@hiwaay.net
mailto:kr4gu@hamfest.org
mailto:dontunstill@hamfest.org


the start/fin ish of the ride. Op er a tors
were also sta tioned at aid sta tions along
the course near Elora and Lexie Cross -
roads in Ten nes see, and also at the Mad -
i son County Lake. Working in two
shifts, these sta tions re layed mes sages

be tween the aid sta tions and Spring
City ride co or di na tor Ernie Thomas at
the high school. This op er a tion proved 
to be a good test of the emer gency
com mu ni ca tions abil i ties of lo cal am a -
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HARC ACTIVITY CALENDAR FOR
No vem ber, 2003

Sunday Mon day Tues day Wednes day Thurs day Fri day Sat ur day

26 27 28
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

29
South east Linked
Re peater Net 1900
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

30
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

31
HARC Meet ing
Auc tion

Watch for Ghoulies & 
Goblins

1  *TWIAR
Cavec Am a teur
Exams 0900 at Red
Cross Build ing

Geor gia Sec tion
Convention

2
Geor gia Sec tion
Con ven tion

3 4
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

5
South east Linked
Re peater Net 1900
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

6
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

7
HARC Meet ing
Ham Lingo

8  *TWIAR

Mont gom ery ARC
Hamfest

9 10 11
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

12
South east Linked
Re peater Net 1900
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

13
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

14
HARC Meet ing
Video: Me chan i cal
Universe

15  *TWIAR

16 17 18
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

19
South east Linked
Re peater Net 1900
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

20
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

21
HARC Meet ing
Vox night

22  *TWIAR

23 / 30 24 25
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

26
South east Linked
Re peater Net 1900
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

27
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

28
No meet ing. Time off
for re cov ery from tur -
key overdose

29  *TWIAR

*TWIAR -- This Week In Am a teur Ra dio, +442.775 PL203.5 Hz 8 PM Ev ery Sat ur day
ATV Net @ 20:00, Check in on 145.33, Tuesdays
South east Linked Re peater Net on +442.775, PL 203.5 Hz @ 20:00, Wednes days
Mad i son County Emer gency Net on 34/94 @19:30, Thursdays
SkyWarn Net on 147.24 @ 20:00, Thursdays

Top: A fam ily group heads out from the
start ing point

Left: Not all the bik ers were kids

K4JCH, W1TV and KF4MMF at the ra dio
“an chor” tent



teur op er a tors. This op er a tion also pro -
vided an in tro duc tion to emer gency op -
er a tions for some hams, and was a good
ex er cise for all in volved.

Most of the rid ers en joyed a good ride
in nice sunny weather. One rider fell,
suf fer ing mi nor scrapes, and was able to
con tinue. An other rider ran off the
course and crashed near aid sta tion
No.2. Fel low cy clists rushed to his aid

and found him un con scious, face down
in a creek. They moved him to aid sta -
tion No.2 where Tim Cunningham
N8DEU called 911 on his cel lu lar tele -
phone. Am bu lance crews and a Dep uty
Sher iff were dis patched from Frank lin,
TN. The rider, Da vid Burkhart from
Mich i gan, sus tained a bro ken left wrist,
bro ken left col lar bone, bro ken rib, some 
soft tis sue dam age to a lung, and sev eral 

cuts and bruises to his knees, hip,
hands, el bows, shoul der and face. A
he li cop ter air lifted him from aid sta -
tion No.2 to Huntsville Hos pi tal. It
was last re ported that Da vid Burkhart
was re leased af ter a three-day stay in
the hos pi tal. Through out the ride, am -
a teur op er a tors pro vided
up-to-the-min ute in for ma tion to the
ride or ga niz ers back at the high
school. 

The par tic i pat ing op er a tors in -
cluded N8DEU Tim Cunningham,
KI4BTJ Jake Polatti, W4SSW Scott
Worsham, KF4MMF Chris Reed,
WA4PRH John Lewis, W1TV Dick
Christiansen, K8GNM Woody Zeigler, 
K4JCH John Hilliard, KG4ZMT Rob ert 
Jones, and K4AKC Tom Hat ter. 

The par tic i pat ing ra dio op er a tors re -
ceived a nice T-shirt and an en joy able
spa ghetti din ner, com pli ments of the
cy cle club. Ten HARC mem bers op er -
ated ra dio sta tions, helped sweep the
course, move equip ment, or pro vided
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Tom Hat ter, K4AKC, mans an in ter me di -
ate point on the course

Spring city cy cle Club of fi cials check ing on
activity



ra dios and an ten nas. A sun shel ter re -
cently pur chased by the club proved
very use ful at the base sta tion. Once
again, HARC mem bers dem on strated a
will ing ness to serve the com mu nity
and pro vide use ful emer gency com mu -
ni ca tions when needed. Many thanks
to all in volved.

Tom Hatter K4AKC ARES Coordinator
HAM-OGRAHY
KI4ABV - Jim Brown:

The KI4ABV QTH is lo cated at: Grid
Square EM64gr; Lat i tude 34 de grees, 42
min utes, 48 sec onds North; Lon gi tude
86 de grees, 36 min utes, 53 sec onds
West. The QTH in cludes Jim’s XYL, 2
grown sons, and a 16 year old daugh ter. 
At a time in life when most of us are
think ing about hav ing the grand chil -
dren over for the week end once or
twice a month: Jim and his wife
adopted an eight year old girl from
within their church con gre ga tion,
whose par ents had died in an ac ci dent.
That one act be speaks a great deal
about Jim, his val ues, ded i ca tion and
sense of re spon si bil ity. He brings those
val ues and out look to HAM Ra dio as
well.

Jim is a Tech ni cian Class, hav ing
passed his exam the first Sat ur day in
May, 2003; and joined HARC the fol -
low ing Fri day night. Since then, he has
ac quired a dual band HT for the shack.
In ad di tion to the HT, Jim also has 2 of
the “KG4CUY Home Brew Spe cial ” re -
ceiv ers for the HF bands (cour tesy of
the Elmership of HARC Pres i dent, Tom
Duncan); which Jim will use in his
quest for code proficency. Jim is ded i -
cated to ob tain ing his Gen eral Class
Ticket.

KI4ABV is orig i nally from Flor ence
South Carolina. He re tired from 20
years in the U.S. Army in 1988; from a
ca reer that took him all over the States
and Pan ama. Jim has a BA De gree in
Med i cal Tech nol ogy; and is em ployed
with Fam ily Med ico Of Huntsville, as a
Lab Tech ni cian. Jim’s pro fes sional ca -
reer has also in cluded work with the
hos pi tal in Decatur, Al a bama. Jim’s
other in ter ests in clude: Build ing com -

put ers; Locksmithing; Elec tron ics; and
HARC ac tiv i ties such as the Cot ton
Row Run.

When I asked Jim how he felt about
be ing in cluded in the VOX
Ham-Ography: He re plied that he ap -
pre ci ated it; but ex pressed the de sire to
see Ham-Ography ex panded to in clude 
some of the “Old Guys”. Jim feels that
the ex pe ri ences and back ground of
some of the long time Hams would be a
ben e fi cial ex am ple and a guide post for
newer mem bers of the HARC Fam ily.
Well Jim, it is not only pos si ble, but very 
prob a ble that fu ture seg ments of
Ham-Ography may well in clude some
of the more “His tor i cal” per son al i ties of
the HARC Fam ily..!!!!

HARC—-Please Wel come KI4ABV to
the fam ily..!!!!

73, WB0UCI, Fred Kersey 
The Giggle Box
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
EVERYBODY THAT WAS BORN IN
OCTOBER!!

A note from Gig gles: I can’t be lieve it.
Fall is here and that means the leaves
will be turn ing beau ti ful col ors. It seems 
like this year has just flown by. I have a
T-shirt that is a fa vor ite of one of my
grandaughters and it says, “Once you
are over the hill, you pick up speed.” It
seems like the older I get, the faster the
time flies. I have a close friend that
wakes up at 5:00 in the morn ing. She
drinks her cof fee out side on her front
porch and watches the peo ple run ning
or walk ing by. She has said that she just
does n’t want to miss one mo ment of the 
her day. I love you, Marg. I guess that is
the rea son that some peo ple get up
early. I like to watch the sun rise, but it
hap pens too early in the day, es pe cially
these cool, crisp days. I hope ev ery one
en joys these nice cool days be cause it’s
go ing to get COLD in a month or two.
Brrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr!
A Joke or Two

 GREAT TRUTHS THAT LITTLE
CHILDREN HAVE LEARNED: 

• 1) No mat ter how hard you try,
you can’t bap tize cats.

• 2) When your Mom is mad at your 
Dad, don’t let her brush your hair.

• 3) If your sis ter hits you, don’t hit
her back. They al ways catch the
sec ond per son.

• 4) Never ask your 3-year old
brother to hold a to mato.

• 5) You can’t trust dogs to watch
your food.

• 6) Don’t sneeze when some one is
cut ting your hair.

• 7) Never hold a Dust-Buster and a
cat at the same time.

• 8) You can’t hide a piece of
broc coli in a glass of milk.

• 9) Don’t wear polka-dot
un der wear un der white shorts.

• 10) The best place to be when
you’re sad is Grandpa’s lap. 

***

 Sub ject: “Drug” Prob lem  I had a
drug prob lem when I was young. I was
drug to church on Sunday morn ing. I
was drug to church for wed dings and
fu ner als. I was drug to fam ily re unions.
I was drug to the bus stop to go to
school ev ery week day. I was drug by
my ears when I was dis re spect ful to
adults and teach ers. I was also drug to
the wood shed when I dis obeyed my
par ents. Those drugs are still in my
veins; and they af fect my be hav ior in
ev ery  thing I do, say, and think. They
are stron ger than co caine, crack, or  her -
oin, and if to day’s chil dren had this
kind of drug prob lem, Amer ica  might
be a better place. Signed, Old Fel low

***

Three South erners and three Yan -
kees are trav el ing by train to the Super
Bowl. At the sta tion, the three North -
ern ers each buy a ticket and watch as
the three South erners buy just one
ticket. “How are the three of you go ing
to travel on only one ticket?” asks one of 
the Yan kees. “Watch and learn,” an -
swers one of the men from the South.
They all board the train. The three Yan -
kee men take their re spec tive seats but
all three South erners cram into a toi let
to gether and close the door. Shortly af -
ter the train has de parted, the con duc -
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tor co mes around col lect ing tick ets. He
knocks on the toi let door and says,
“Ticket, please.” The door opens just a
crack and a sin gle arm emerges with a
ticket in hand. The con duc tor takes it
and moves on. The Yan kees see this
hap pen and agree it was quite a clever
idea, so af ter the game they de cide to do
the same thing on the re turn trip and
save some money. When they get to the
sta tion they buy a sin gle ticket for the re -
turn trip, but see, to their as ton ish ment,
that the three South erners don’t buy
any ticket at all. “How are you go ing to
travel with out a ticket?” says one per -
plexed Yan kee. “Watch and learn,” an -
swers the men from the South. When
they board the train the three North ern -
ers cram them selves into a toi let and the
three South erners cram into an other toi -
let just down the way. Shortly af ter the
train is on its way, one of the South -
erners leaves their toi let and walks over
to the toi let in which the Yan kees are
hid ing. The South erner knocks on their
door and says, “Ticket, please.” (I’m still
try ing to fig ure out how the South lost
that war.) 

***

“Dear Lord, please don’t let me be
late! Dear Lord, please don’t let me be
late!” While she was run ning and pray -
ing, she trip ped on a curb and fell, get -
ting her clothes dirty and tear ing her
dress. She got up, brushed her self off,
and started run ning again. As she ran
she once again be gan to pray: “Dear
Lord, please don’t let me be late ...But
please don’t shove me ei ther!”

***

Adam and Eve had the ideal mar -
riage: He did n’t have to hear about all
the men she could have mar ried, and
she did n’t have to hear about the way
his mother cooked.

***

A Sunday School teacher asked her
class why Jo seph and Mary took Je sus
with them to Je ru sa lem. A small child re -
plied: “They could n’t get a baby sit ter.” 

***

A Sunday school teacher was dis cuss -
ing the Ten Com mand ments with her
five and six year olds. Af ter ex plain ing
the com mand ment to ‘honor thy fa ther
and thy mother’, she asked “Is there a
com mand ment that teaches us how to
treat our broth ers and sis ters?” With out
miss ing a beat one lit tle boy an swered,
“Thou shall not kill.” 

***

At Sunday School Josh and his class -
mates were be ing taught how God cre -
ated ev ery thing, in clud ing hu man
be ings. Josh seemed es pe cially in tent
when they told him how Eve was cre -
ated out of one of Adam’s ribs. Later in
the week his mother no ticed him ly ing
down as though he were ill, and said
“Josh, what is the mat ter?” Josh re -
sponded, “I have pain in my side. I think 
I’m go ing to have a wife.” 

***

An el derly woman died last month.
Hav ing never mar ried, she re quested no 
male pall bear ers. In her hand writ ten in -
struc tions for her me mo rial ser vice, she
wrote: “They would n’t take me out
while I was alive, I don’t want them to
take me out when I’m dead.” 

***

A grand mother was sur prised by her
7-year-old grand son one morn ing. He
had made her cof fee. She drank what
was the worst cup of cof fee in her life.
When she got to the bot tom, there were
three of those lit tle green army men in
the cup. She said, “Honey, what are the
army men do ing in my cof fee?” Her
grand son said, “Grandma, it says on TV
- ‘The best part of wak ing up is sol diers
in your cup!’” 

Did You Know: Got a oily/greasy spot
on your clothes? Dab it with white dust -
ing pow der or flour, let set a while -
better yet, over night - then brush off
with your hand. The Thought for the
Months of Oc to ber A sim ple act of kind -
ness can change the course of a life time.

Solve the puz zle: ELLT OURY IDSK
WHO EATGR HETY REA.

73 Peggy Bell (Giggles) K4EGB

APRS News
News on the Au to matic Po si tion Re -

porting Systemà

Well, Fall is al most upon us and the
days are get ting shorter as we prog ress 
into Win ter. Many things in APRS are
chang ing much like the sea sons. The
fa ther of APRS, Bob Bruninga,
WB4APR, has spo ken and now the
world of APRS is re spond ing. Many of
you may re al ize that APRS has grown
in leaps and bounds over the past few
years. So much, that now we are start -
ing to see some fun da men tal changes
in how the APRS net works will be con -
fig ured.

As the APRS fre quency be comes
crowded in largely pop u lated ar eas it
is known that the APRS fre quency on
144.39 MHz can only han dle so much
data. With that in mind the at ten tion
has fo cused on chang ing some fun da -
men tal APRS rules to help al le vi ate
some of the con ges tion. Since there are 
typ i cally IGates (Internet Gate ways)
within about ev ery 2 digipeater hops,
there is lit tle need to send a po si tion
re port much far ther than an IGate.
These IGates pro vide the magic to
APRS by ex tend ing the back bone of
our net work so we can send and re -
ceive mes sages to and from just about
any where in the coun try and other
coun tries.

From this past months dis cus sions
on the APRSSIG a few changes are in
the mak ing. The is sues were heavily
dis cussed to ar rive at the fol low ing
rec om men da tions be ing made and
im ple mented on our APRS net work
through out North Al a bama:

Mo bile sta tions should use the path
RELAY,WIDE or WIDE,WIDE and
noth ing more un less you are more
than 2 hops from an IGate. Ev ery body
in North Al a bama is within 2
digipeater hops of an IGate. So, there
should be no rea son to go be yond 3
hops like RELAY,WIDE,WIDE or
WIDE,WIDE,WIDE. You could also
use WIDE2-2 in place of WIDE,WIDE
as an op tion since they pro duce the
same re sults. 
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The TRACEn-n func tion will be dis -
con tin ued. It will be re placed by
ALAn-n in Alabama to con tain APRS
traf fic within the state of Al a bama. This
will be called the Al a bama LAN for
APRS. Traf fic can be sent from one end
of the state to the other with out a packet 
go ing out side of this LAN. This will be
good for con tain ing weather bul le tins
in side the state.

Weather Sta tions that can hit a WIDE
digipeater di rectly should never use a
path of RELAY,WIDE or any path start -
ing with RELAY. These sta tions should
use WIDE,WIDE or a sin gle WIDE path
to make it to an IGate. In the North Al a -
bama area there is no need to go be yond 
2 hops to get to an IGate. There are sev -
eral weather sta tions start ing their path
with RELAY that can hit a WIDE
digipeater di rectly. This prac tice cre ates
an enor mous amount of traf fic when
du pli cates are pro duced. An al ter na tive
path would be WIDE-2 or even better
would be ALA2-2 to con tain the traf fic
within Al a bama.

Many of these changes will ben e fit
APRS in the short and long term in giv -
ing us more band width. Digipeaters will 
con tinue to sup port the WIDEn-n rout -
ing, but it is dis cour aged in or der to re -
duce DX paths into other net works
when a user de cides to abuse the sys tem 
with a large num ber of hops. It would be 
ac cept able to us WIDE2-2 in place of
WIDE,WIDE. How ever the same gen -
eral rule of us ing only 2 hops should be
ob served. There has been talk of an au -
to mated mes sage sys tem by a mon i tor -
ing sta tion to give a gen tle re minder to
use a less ag gres sive path. Using a path
of ALA3-3 or ALA5-5 would in sure wide
cov er age in the state of Al a bama, but the 
packet would never go out side the state
LAN. This will prove use ful for weather
sta tions and emer gency com mu ni ca -
tions as well as weather bul le tins when
we only need state wide cov er age and
noth ing more.

Using more than 2 hops in a rout ing
path may get your pack ets fa ther, but
you need to think about how much data
is gen er ated and how many lo cal LAN’s

are be ing dis rupted by these prac tices. If 
ev ery digipeater can hit at least 3
digipeaters and you use a path of 3
hops, you could po ten tially tie up 13
digipeaters. Now, if you in crease that
path by 1 more hop for 4 hops, you
could po ten tially tie up 40 digipeaters
reach ing be yond 200 miles in each di rec -
tion. Our neigh bor ing cit ies have
enough of their own traf fic and our ad -
di tional traf fic does not help their lo cal
net work con ges tion.

These sug ges tions are be ing con sid -
ered as gen er ally ac cepted prac tices (no
more than 2 hops) and highly rec om -
mended by WB4APR him self. There are
al ways ex cep tions when you travel out -
side the area and need more than 2 hops 
to reach an IGate. These mea sures are
be ing sug gested and im ple mented
across the coun try in re sponse to
WB4APR’s sug ges tions for build ing a
better APRS net work.
73’s and Happy Packeting! Tim û N8DEU

 Has Ev ery thing Im por tant
Al ready been In vented?

The Feb ru ary, 2003 is sue of “Sci en tific
Amer i can” con tains an ar ti cle on Ge -
netic Pro gramming en ti tled “Evolving
In ven tions”. Con densing the
eight-page ar ti cle into a sen tence, it de -
scribes how it er at ing across pa ram e ters
used to de scribe cer tain com puter mod -
els can “evolve” the mod els to better
meet spec i fied goals. This pro ceeds es -
sen tially blindly, but as quickly as the
com puter can change the model from
one gen er a tion to the next, and
re-evalulate fit ness for the goals. 

While in con cept any thing which can
be mod eled could be sub jected to ge -
netic pro gram ming, the ar ti cle’s ex am -
ple were largely of elec tronic cir cuits
and sys tems. The evolved cir cuit or sys -
tem can not at this time vary wildly from
the ini tial seed - that is, an an tenna is not 
likely to evolve into a power sup ply.
None the less, cir cuit mod i fi ca tions rang -
ing from tweak ing com po nent val ues to
sub stan tial changes in to pol ogy are pos -
si ble.

Ge netic pro gram ming has evolved
seed mod els into well-known cir cuits,
and ac cord ing to the ar ti cle, has in
some sense re-cre ated some pre vi -
ously pat ented in ven tions, bring ing
up is sues of what re ally con sti tutes
prior art, and per haps even what
things are patentable. These ar gu -
ments aside, here are some of the cir -
cuits and sys tems:

- Au dio cross over fil ter (Zobel, 1925)
- Neg a tive feed back am pli fier (Black,
1927) - El lip tic fil ter (Cauer, 1934) - Pro -
por tional/in te gral/de riv a tive con trol -
ler (Callendar & Stevenson, 1939) -
Dar ling ton tran sis tor con fig u ra tion
(Dar ling ton, 1953)

It is doubt ful the com put er ized
equiv a lent of the in ven tor’s epiph any
clearly sep a rated these win ning cir -
cuits from oth ers with sim i lar fit ness to 
goals, but it is dif fi cult to dis miss this
ap proach. We al ready have many cir -
cuit and sys tem anal y sis tools with out
which we could not to day func tion
com pet i tively. Per haps Ge netic Pro -
gramming will pro pel au to mated syn -
the sis tools into ev ery-day use as well.

73, Ton Duncan, KG4CUY
The E Word

I re cently ran into what struck me as
“Snob bery” on the Ex tra Class Seg -
ment of the 40 me ter band. Using my
new priv i leges as an Ex tra, I ven tured
into the lower seg ment of the 40 me ter
phone band, into an in for mal net. On
giv ing my call, there was a very long
sus tained si lence. Then a gentlman
came on say ing he had been check ing
my call on the net. Though sat is fied
that I was an Ex tra; there were com -
ments as to why I had kept my old call
and not tried to switch to some thing
more inline with my up grade. I was
also ad vised that most guys on the Ex -
tra seg ment ran at least 600 watts and I
should con sider do ing the same. And,
that it would be nice if I switched to
some thing other than the in door
apart ment an tenna I am cur rently us -
ing in my apart ment; be cause I was
only putt ing in a 57 to 58 at their end. I
bowed out of that net and found an -
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other group in the Ex tra sec tion that did
not have those same hang-ups.
Snobbbery has no place in HAM ra dio. It 
will frag ment and po lar ize our HAM
fam ily.

Ex tra Class Li censees should be us ing
their priv i leges to help con sol i date the
HAM fra ter nity. We should be stress ing
the 100 year old pre cepts of HAM Ra dio
and to find so lu tions in to day’s
socio/po lit i cal/eco nomic en vi ron ment,
to put those pre cepts into full and ef fec -
tive prac tice. Ways need to be found to
prac tice one of the cen tury old goals of
us ing the min i mum power needed for
com mu ni ca tion. More work on an ten -
nas is needed to meet the re al ity that
there are more apart ments in the world
we live in than there are houses with
room for an tenna farms. Ex tras should
lead the way to de crease the em pha sis
on “Snob” or “Van ity” call signs.
Throwing out my WB0UCI call of 26
years, just be cause I was for tu nate
enough to pass the Ex tra exam: Would
have been like throw ing out a wife of 26
years so I could “Saun ter” down the
street with a 20 year old on my arm; a
young one with whom I had no mem o -
ries, no his tory and no sto ries to con vey
con cern ing the two of us.

Ex tras should be us ing their “Sta tus”
to pro mote the over all pprogress of the
HAM com mu nity. We should be in vit -
ing newer HAMs into our shacks so we
may act as con trol op er a tors to intoduce
them to other Ex tras; in or der to give
them a chance to ac quire ad di tional
“Elmers”. We need to do ev ery thing
pos si ble to have the “E” in “Ex tra” stand
hand in glove for the “E” in “Elmer” and
all that that word means.

73 , WB0UCI , Fred Kersey
Flea Market
FOR SALE

• ICOM IC32AT Dual Band HT. All
accessories and original owners
manual Tone Squelch Unit
installed, and with new battery.
$125.00. George @ 895 0584 or
E-mail at K4TFJ@ Knology.net 

No vem ber Area Hamfests
No vem ber 1-2, 2003 Geor gia Sec tion

Con ven tion, Al ford Me mo rial Ra dio
Club, http://www.totr-ra dio.org, Con -
tact: Randy Bassett, KR4NQ, PO Box
1282, Stone Moun tain, GA 30086-1282,
Phone: 770-663-4244 (x-3989), Email:
kr4nq@arrl.net

No vem ber 8, 2003 Mont gom ery ARC,
http://www.w4ap.org, Con tact: Mi chael 
Beatty, K4AJX, 1916 Dundee Drive,
Prattville, AL 36066, Phone:
334-358-4684, Email: k4ajx@arrl.net

73, Steve Bell, KD4TFN (Standing in for
under-the-weather KC4ZXX)

The Editor’s Wastebasket
As Tom  com mented, the ces sa tion of

pub li ca tion of “73” mag a zine re ally
marks the end of an era for Am a teur
Radio. Wayne Green, W2NSD (Never
Say Die) was in dis put ably a ma jor in flu -
ence on Am a teur Ra dio. He was al ways
will ing to es pouse new tech nol o gies.
new au thors and new causes -- though
his taste in new causes got a lit tle
strange in the last few years. I first en -
coun tered Wayne in the late fif ties
when he came to the Bir ming ham
Hamfest with Danny Weil, VP2VB, who 
a very few of you will re mem ber as the
Brit ish clockmaker and RAF veteran
who sin gle-handedly sailed around the
world in his sail boat the Yasme, putt ing
rare and ex otic places on the air. Wayne
Green had been pub lish ing sto ries on
Danny’s ex ploits.in CQ mag a zine,
which he ed ited for a while be fore ini ti -
at ing 73. While googling around try ing
to sub stan ti ate an al most 45 year old
mem ory, I dis cov ered that ex VP2VB be -
came a si lent key on Oc to ber 3 of this
year.

On the same sub ject (ends of eras) I
was thumb ing through the March is sue
of CQ mag a zine and saw an item about
Gernsback Pub lishing clos ing its doors.
Hugo Gernsback, the orig i na tor of Ra -
dio Craft (later Ra dio Elec tron ics ) mag a -
zine and a host of other pub li ca tions
aimed at the elec tron ics hobbiest, was
the  first to rec og nize the ex is tence of a
mar ket for pub li ca tions to sup port the
elec tron ics hobby. Hugo Gernsback also 

was a pub lisher of the Amaz ing Stories 
sci ence fic tion mag a zine, in fact he is
termed the “Fa ther of Sci ence Fic tion”
. Gernsback him self be came a Si lent
Key in 1967. 

I think Fred Ker sey’s se ries of
“Hamography” writeups is a great ad -
di tion to the Vox. I hope if Fred
approaches you for an in ter view
aimed at turn ing his spot light on you
for a month you’ll give him your co op -
er a tion. It’s a good way for the club to
get to know you.

Thanks to Tom Hat ter for the
writeup and to Woody Zeigler for the
pic tures doc u ment ing the Spring City
Cy cle Club’s 100 mile bike. I hope we
can get equal cov er age of other sim i lar
events that the club par tic i pates in. It
should in crease participartion in such
events if mem bers can find out what
hap pens and how Amateru Radio
con trib utes to the safety and smooth
run ning of the events. 

I have to ad mit to a se nior mo ment
just dis cov ered to day as I pre pare this
Vox. A few years ago I wrote a pro -
gram that cre ates all the fixed text that
goes into the ta ble for the cal en dar of
events. For the past few months I’ve
been hav ing to do ex ten sive mod i fi ca -
tions to the cal en dar each month be -
cause some of the fixed en tries have
changed. Ev ery month I telll my self
“I’ve got to re-do that pro gram!” Well,
to day I set about do ing the re write.
When I brought up the source for the
pro gram I was amazed to see that the
changes had al ready been made. I
don’t know when I made the changes,
but ob vi ously had done it but failed to
trans fer the ex e cut able pro gram over
to  the com puter that gen er ates the
Vox. I made the trans fer and used the
new ver sion to gen er ate this month’s
cal en dar. I hope you don’t find  se ri -
ous mis takes in it.

73, Frank Emens, W4HFU
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