
From the President
Two cor ner stones of the Huntsville

am a teur ra dio com mu nity be came si -
lent keys over the past sev eral weeks.
Bill Chris tian, K4IKR, was one of
HARC’s found ing fa thers. Those of us
who did not know Bill per son ally came
to know him through W1TV’s HARC
50th An ni ver sary video. Dave Light,
K4IQU, helped fos ter the kind of re -
peater cov er age we now en joy back
when sim plex was the rule rather than
the ex cep tion. These two trea sures are
gone, but cer tainly not for got ten.

The pro gram jug ger naut is mov ing
full steam ahead! Mar shall Space Flight
Cen ter, through John Mor ris, has made
seven in ter est ing ar eas of tech nol ogy on 
which they can sup ply speak ers avail -
able to HARC and the DX Club. The first
pro gram, “Space Op tics”, is sched uled
for our Fri day, No vem ber 1 meet ing,
and in prep a ra tion, John will show the
“Op tics” tape from his “Me chan i cal Uni -
verse and Be yond” se ries at the Oc to ber
25th meet ing. Thanks to John, MSFC,
VP Tim, and all those who have pre -
sented pro grams.

Let’s wel come new mem bers Jamie
Lucas, K9LTR, and Charles Corsetti,
KG4UWE. If this one-new-mem -
ber-a-week trend con tin ues, we’ll have
to talk with the Red Cross about that
bal cony ad di tion to the Wikle room.

73 - Tom Duncan, KG4CUY
Silent Keys:

The Huntsville Am a teur Ra dio com -
mu nity lost sig nif i cant parts of its his -
tory dur ing Sep tem ber of this year with
the pass ing of Bill Chris tian, K4IKR and
Dave Light, K4IQU.
Bill Christian, K4IKR

Those of you who have seen the
HARC 50th An ni ver sary video have
some idea of the part Bill Chris tian
played in the early his tory of the club.
He started his ham ca reer, like many of
us, on the 75-Me ter band with the old
AENP and AENM (the 75M AM net and
the 75M SSB nets.) Be ing the ex tro -

verted guy he was, he quickly be came
friends with most of the hams in the
state who worked the nets. Later on,
he got in ter ested in DX op er a tion,
end ing up with a first class DX sta tion
and an tenna in stal la tion from his near
ideal lo ca tion on Cave Hill. Again his
ex tro verted ap proach got him known
the world over as the big DX sig nal
from Al a bama and he quickly moved
up to the ex alted heights of those who
had worked just about ev ery DXCC
coun try avail able. DXers all over
would rec og nize his sig nal and make
it a point to work him. He be came a
reg u lar and ac tive mem ber of the
North Al a bama DX Club when it was
started. He loved con tests, es pe cially
Field Day and it was Bill who came up
with the pho net ics that have been
used ever since, “Kilo Four Big Fat
Tur key”.

For quite a few years it was rou tine
that, dur ing weather alerts, Bill would
go to the Weather Ser vice of fice and
I’d go to the EMA. It was not un usual
for us to spend hours, usu ally late at
night, at op po site ends of a 2-Me ter
link..

Years ago, HARC mem bers would
ad journ to the old Dwarf Res tau rant
on the Park way near Gov er nor’s Drive 
for cof fee and what ever along with

                          Page 1

Huntsville, Alabama Volume 42, Number 10 November, 2002

HUNTSVILLE
AMATEUR

RADIO CLUB

Huntsville Amateur Radio
Club Information
Club Officers 
President: 

Tom Duncan, KG4CUY
Duncan1@ds-s.com

Vice President:
Tim Cunningham, N8DEU

 Tim_cunningham@mindspring.com

Secretary: 
Rolf Goedhart K4RGG.

k4rgg@arrl.net
Treasurer: 

Heath Thorson, KC4HRX, 722-0250
hthorson@knology.net

The club's ad dress is Box 423,
Huntsville, Ala.  35804. Meet ings are
held each Fri day night at 7:30 P.M. at the 
Amer i can Red Cross Build ing, 1101
Wash ing ton Street. Dues are $12.00 per
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The North Alabama Repeater
Association operates repeaters on 146.34
/ 146.94, 147.78 / 147.18, 223.34 /
224.94and 448.5 / 443.5. NARA dues are
$16.00 per year and may be sent to
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packet network for the Huntsville area.
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3714 Lake wood Cir cle, Hunts ville, Ala.
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of in ter est to the HARC mem ber ship
should be sub mit ted to the edi tor by the
sec ond Fri day of the month of
publication. 
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CAVEC Ama teur Ra dio Li cense Ex ams

Exam  ses sions are held the first Sat ur -
day of each month un less a holi day

causes the ses sion to be de layed for one
week.

Up com ing ses sions are:
Sat ur day, No vem ber 2
Sat ur day, Decem ber 7

For in for ma tion con tact:

Larry Frost, KR4GU, 536-4154
KR4GU@hamfest.org

Or
Don Tun still, W4NO, 536-3904

dontunstil@hamfest.org



some swap ping of lies and tall sto ries af -
ter the Fri day night meet ings. When the
Dwarf went out of busi ness, some of the
group went in stead to clus ter around
Bill & Nancy’s kitchen ta ble for cof fee
and tall tales. That tra di tion con tin ued
right up to the pres ent, with lo cals and
an oc ca sional vis i tor from the DX world
or else where drop ping in. Over the
years, just about ev ery sub ject you
could imag ine, tech ni cal and not so
tech ni cal was dis cussed around that ta -
ble and I would n’t trade any thing for
the op por tu nity to have par tic i pated in
those ses sions.

Huntsville will not be the same with -
out Bill Chris tian.
Dave Light, K4IQU

Dave Light’s in ter ests cen tered more
on tech ni cal mat ters than on on-the-air
op er a tion. When I first came to work at
ABMA in 1956, fresh out of Au burn, I
knew only one or two Huntsville area
hams from 75-Me ters. On my first day,
when Char ley Birdwell, W4THW, who
worked in the same sec tion as I did, was
in tro duc ing me around, I met Dave,
mak ing him the sec ond Huntsville ham

I met when I came to town. One of
Dave’s in ter ests at the time was AM
Broad cast DX re cep tion. He had built up 
a super re ceiver that would let him lis -
ten to AM sta tions all over the coun try
even dur ing day light hours with sig nals 
the rest of could only wish for. (At that
time, the AM Broad cast band had not
be come the waste land it is now and
there were sig nals worth lis ten ing to.)
He also fig ured out how to mod ify the
FM sec tion of the tran sis tor AM/FM
pocket ra dios that were be com ing avail -
able at the time to re ceive po lice and air -
craft sig nals that were above the FM
band. If you have ac cess to old QSTs
you’ll find an ar ti cle of his that they pub -
lished about these mod i fi ca tions. 

Dave was also very much ‘into’ chess
and lunch breaks at work would of ten
find him at Leo Wil son, K4OCV’s desk
hov er ing over a chess board. His main
in ter est in the com puter rev o lu tion,
when it came along, was in chess play -
ing pro grams.

The band to be on for lo cal con tacts at
the time was 6-Me ters AM. 2-Me ters had 
not yet be come pop u lar, but when the

first gen er a tions of com mer cial FM
gear be gan to be changed out for more
mod ern trans ceiv ers and the
changeouts be came avail able on the
sur plus mar ket, Dave was one of those 
in the fore front at mod i fy ing the gear
for 2-Me ter ham use. Re mem ber, these 
trans ceiv ers were all vac uum tube sets
and were BIG. Dave was also in volved
in get ting the first 2-Me ter re peater on
the air here in Huntsville. Bill Lan dry,
W4JOW, re mem bers:

“The orig i nal lo ca tion was at the Red 
Cross re mote base/re peater site on
Monte Sano. We hauled the six foot
rack con tain ing the re peater up there
on a rainy Sunday af ter noon in my
1965 Plym outh sta tion wagon and
man han dled it through the mud to a
small equip ment shack in the Red
Cross di rec tor’s back yard. There was
an ex ist ing 100 ft Rohn tower there
sup port ing the an ten nas for their re -
mote base. We used the Hy-Gain
Model GPG-2A 5/8 wave an ten nas at
90 and 60 feet with the top one used
for re ceive.”

                    Page 2

November, 2002 Vox

HARC ACTIVITY CALENDAR FOR
No vem ber, 2002

Sunday Mon day Tues day Wednes day Thurs day Fri day Sat ur day

27 28 29
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

30
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240

31
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

1
HARC Meet ing

Space Op tics by
MSFC Rep re sen ta -
tive (ten ta tive)

2
CAVEC Am a teur
Exams, 0900 at Red
Cross Build ing.

Geor gia Sec tion
Con ven tion,
Lawrenceville, GA

3
Geor gia Sec tion
Con ven tion,
Lawrenceville, GA

4    20th An nual
Space Sym po sium & 
AMSAT-NA An nual
Meet ing, Ft Worth,
TX, Nov 7-11

5
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

6
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240

7
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

8
HARC Meet ing

Pro ject OSCAR, Dick 
Esneault, W4IJC

9
Mont gom ery ARC,
Mont gom ery, AL

10 11 12
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

13
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240

14
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

15
HARC Meet ing

Vox & So cial Night

16

17 18 19
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

20
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240

21
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

22
HARC Meet ing

23

24 25 26
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

27
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240

28
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000
(Also Thanksgiving
Day, Folks may still
be too stuffed to
meet these nets)

29
HARC Meet ing

Thanksgiving Week -
end, No meet ing.

30



The orig i nal Re peater As so ci a tion was 
formed as “The North Al a bama Re -
peater As so ci a tion, Inc.” and came into
ex is tence on 2/10/69. The of fi cers were:

• Dave Light, K4IQU, President

• Gene Young, K4ZQM, Vice
President

• Leo Wilson, K4OCV, Secretary

• Steve Long, K4MMG, Treasurer

• Bill Landry, W4WGI (now
W4JOW) Technical Advisor 

Dave had not kept close con tact with
the Am a teur Ra dio com mu nity in the
last few years, but there can be no doubt
that he left his mark on Ham Ra dio in
Huntsville and North Al a bama. He will
surely be missed.

73, Frank Emens, W4HFU 
EMA/RACES News

Hello ev ery one! Looks like cooler
weather has fi nally made it to
Huntsville. With this change in tem per -
a tures co mes our sec ond ary tor nado
sea son in No vem ber. Hope fully, you re -
ceived the an nounce ments at the club
meet ing or on the Mad i son County

Emer gency Net of our storm spot ter
class on Oc to ber 24th at 6:30 in the Jay -
cees Bldg. on Air port Rd. Tim Troutman
from the Na tional Weather Ser vice in
Huntsville will be in struct ing. We hope
to have a large at ten dance.

The RACES unit was fea tured on
WAFF-TV news last month dur ing trop -
i cal storm Isidore. Be sides call ing the
guys “am a teur ham ra dio op er a tors” the 
story was a great pro mo tion for am a teur 
ra dio in our county as a whole. It is good 
now and then to re mind the pub lic that
am a teur ra dio is still here and ready to
serve at a mo ment’s no tice. 

Dur ing the last meet ing, the RACES
unit has re ceived train ing on ex er cise
plan ning and con duct and they made
pre lim i nary plans to con duct a net on
147.22 one night dur ing the last week of
the month. Mon day will likely be the
day and the time will likely be 7:30 in the 
eve ning. This will al low the guys to
check out how well the re peater is work -
ing and to get used to the net for mat. It
may even pro vide the chance for some -
one to make a re quest for a din ner meet!

The 147.22 re peater is still do ing
well. Ken, W4WEY tells us that a fel -
low ham was able to make it in
(scratchy but read able) on an HT from
his boat at Tims Ford near Tullahoma,
TN. We are glad to have the re peater
run ning so well again. 

Those in ter ested in RACES are wel -
come to at tend our meet ings. Our
monthly RACES meet ings are held on
the sec ond Thurs day of the month at 6
P.M. in the Emer gency Man age ment
Agency of fice down town. We usu ally
have a busi ness meet ing and then
some type of train ing class af ter ward.
Please call me at 427-5130 for di rec -
tions or more in for ma tion. We re quire
that mem bers at tend storm spot ter
class ev ery two years and com plete
FEMA on line courses IS-1: Emer gency
Pro gram Man ager and IS-2: Emer -
gency Pre pared ness USA , in or der to
get an ori en ta tion to emer gency man -
age ment op er a tions. RACES ap pli ca -
tions are down load able at:
http://www.madisoncountyema.com/
RACES.htm. In an ef fort to re-or ga nize 
the unit last year, we have started over 
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with new ap pli ca tions and new photo
ID cards. We have about 20 mem bers
thus far. All mem bers are re quired to be
ac tive and work with the ARES group
dur ing se vere weather nets and to as sist
EMA as needed. Please check us out at
www.madisoncountyema.com and at
www.hmcraces.org.

Hope you have a won der ful up com -
ing hol i day sea son!

73, Scott Worsham, EMA RACES
Coordinator

November Programs
Mark your cal en dars for Fri day,

01-NOV-02, to en joy a pre sen ta tion on
Space Op tics from Mar shall Space Flight 
Cen ter.

On Fri day, 08-NOV-02, I am hon ored
to an nounce a very spe cial guest
speaker. Dick Esneault, W4IJC, will
pres ent the his tory of “OSCAR-1". This
is a rare op por tu nity you will not want
to miss. Dick is an orig i nal mem ber of
Pro ject OSCAR. OSCAR stands for Or -
biting Sat el lite Carrying Am a teur Ra dio. 
It was the first Am a teur Ra dio Sat el lite
that was put into space. This all hap -
pened in an era called the ”Space Race"
when the United States and Rus sia were 
at it full speed ahead. When you hear
the story about OSCAR-1 from one of
the orig i nal team mem bers, it is like
step ping back in time and re liv ing the
ded i ca tion and spirit that was in volved
in the pro ject. Learn what it was like to
build a sat el lite when they were just be -
ing imag ined. The cam era’s will be roll -
ing at this meet ing to pre serve the
his tory of this great Am a teur Ra dio ac -
com plish ment.

If you have an in ter est ing topic you
would like to share with your fel low
Ham’s or you know some body who has
an in ter est ing topic to share with us,
please con tact me so we can sched ule
some ac tiv ity for the month of De cem -
ber.

73, Tim Cunningham, N8DEU Program
Chairman and VP

Verticals for 60 meters?
Per haps you are wait ing for the pall of 

un cer tainly over the pro posed 60m
band to lift be fore plan ning an an tenna.
The re source ful homebrewer can ex -
plain away an aborted at tempt at a
trans mit ter (how’s this: “my Bic pen coil
forms were 3/8 inch di am e ter, but I cal -
cu lated those 40m coils for 5/16 inch” -

I’m still prac tic ing my de liv ery), but
putt ing up an ten nas for bands which
might never come to be in vites the kind
of rid i cule which gave Douglas Cor ri -
gan his better-known first name,
“Wrong Way”. Still, if you want to be the 
first ham on your block to have a le gal 60 
me ter QSO, you’ll have to find room for
that an tenna, and a 90-foot long di pole
might stretch your space con straints.

I never had a ground-mounted ver ti -
cal, and de cided that 60m of fered the
per fect op por tu nity to ex per i ment with
one. At the same time, I wanted to ac tu -
ally get on the air and see if these things
work, as my 30m di pole works con sid er -
ably worse than my vi nyl rain gut ters on 
80m. A top-loaded ver ti cal with a re -
mov able, cus tom iz able top sec tion
sport ing a load ing coil and whip or ca -
pac i tive hat seemed like a wor thy idea -
I could work 80m to day, build an other
top sec tion, and work 60m some time in
the fu ture. Now, what about that load -
ing coil, match ing net work, ca pac i tive
hat, and those ra di als?

For tu nately, elec tronic and hardcopy
pub li ca tions about ground mounted
verticals abound. For some time-hon -
ored ma te rial, see ARRL’s Tech ni cal In -
for ma tion Ser vice an tenna top ics at
www.arrl.org/tis/info/Ver ti cal-h.html,
in par tic u lar, “The Ground-Im age Ver ti -
cal An tenna” by Jerry Sevick, and “De -
signing a Ver ti cal An tenna” by Wal ter
Schulz. These pres ent for mu las for ver -
ti cal con fig u ra tions with var i ous load -
ing po si tions. The ARRL An tenna Book
and the com pen dia, avail able at our
friendly lo cal GigaParts, also cover he li -
cal verticals - an other way to in crease
the an tenna’s elec tri cal length, but not
well-suited to my re mov able top sec tion 
no tion. W4RNL’s in for ma tion at
www.cebik.com/ra dio is par tic u larly
help ful if you want to model your an -
tenna while wait ing for the band to
open. I used a set of pro grams by Reg
Ed wards at
www.btinternet.com/~g4fgq.regp to
per form my de sign cal cu la tions, and
can re port they worked very well on
80m.

While hoist ing my be he moth into the
air was a some times-scary ex pe ri ence, it
was all un der con trol, and most im por -
tantly, safe. Make sure all your an tenna
op er a tions are safe, too. Don’t clob ber
cars, pets, win dows, in no cent by stand -
ers, or other hams. Most im por tantly,

stay away from power lines, and look
be fore you lift!

73, Tom Duncan, KG4CUY
APRS Sat and ISS Experiment

Have you been lis ten ing to 145.825
MHz lately. This is the fre quency
where PCSAT op er ates as an APRS
digipeater in space. The APRS
digipeater on the ISS has also been
changed from 145.800 MHz to 145.825
MHz to al low ex per i men ta tion with
multihop APRS sat el lites.

If you are still in the dark, now is the
time to wake up and dust off those old
TNC’s. Heck, who needs a TNC any -
more when there are sound card driv -
ers to turn your com puter sound cards 
into full blown TNC’s. The ISS team
has been very help ful in sup port ing
the fre quency change of the ISS
digipeater from time to time in or der
to sup port the abil ity of a multi-hop
sat el lite to sat el lite digipeating sys tem
to ex pand the cov er age of the APRS
net work in Space.

Stay tuned for more de tails. In the
mean time, get those TNC’s out of the
closet and get with the APRS plan.
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Dis count Card
The bearer of this
ad is a mem ber of
the Am a teur Ra dio
com mu nity of
Huntsville and is
en ti tled to a
$10.00 dis count on
all ser vices per -
formed by Meineke
Dis count Muf flers,
10033 South Me mo -
rial Park way,
Huntsville, AL,
(256)882-0365
“At MEINEKE, you’ll 
get a lot...but
you’re not go ing to
pay a lot!”



Come on down to the club meet ing on 
Fri day, 08-NOV-02, and hear a real sat -
el lite pi o neer talk about the first Am a -
teur Ra dio ra dio sat el lite called
OSCAR-1.

73, Tim Cunningham, N8DEU AMSAT
Area Coordinator

THANKSGIVING
Greet ings! Imag ine if you will, the

very first Thanksgiving cer e mony. It
had prob a bly been care fully planned
from the start; ev ery one who showed
up was ex pected to bring some kind of
dish for the priv i lege of just be ing there
and en joy ing the fes tiv i ties. Ev ery body
helped with the prep a ra tions be cause
back then it was “60-40". One al ways
gave 60% in hopes of a re turn-ef fort of
40% from ”the other guy".

For a long time, that ap proach worked 
fine. But imag ine how this went af ter a
few years! Many folks fig ured that ev ery 
year, there was more food than peo ple
to eat it. So, they started bring ing less
food ev ery year, fig ur ing there would
al ways be enough to eat. First, it was
only the ex tra food that was miss ing.
But soon, there was n’t enough food to
feed the masses be cause *ev ery body*
as sumed “the other guy” would bring
more than enough.

Then it be came a prob lem af ter a
while be cause only a few folks would
bring only the bare ne ces si ties and there 
was NO des sert. Or rolls. Or even any
lousy gravy! That might have been a
self-cor rect ing prob lem back then.

The VOX sit u a tion is sim i lar. As I see
it, ev ery one that “eats from the ta ble”
(reads the VOX) re ally should try to sub -
mit at least ONE lousy ar ti cle a year, “for 
ev ery one to par take of”. I know of
whence I speak, be cause I have sub mit -
ted sev eral lousy ar ti cles over the years.
And sadly enough, Frank con tin ues to
pub lish them. Which tells me he does n’t 
have NEAR enough sub mis sions to
choose from with de cent con tent.

So how about it folks? How hard
could it be to sit down once a year and
put your thoughts to e-mail. Or even
“snail-mail” if you don’t have a com -
puter? Worried about ty pos or gram -
mat i cal er rors? Don’t be..... that’s why
they call Frank the EDITOR. Speaking
of which, I was glad to see that in the last 
VOX, our ed i tor wrote a nice long piece.
It should al ways be so! Alas...so much of
our read er ship has thoughts/opin -

ions/ideas. But for some rea son, they
don’t want to ex press them selves. Why
is that? Could it be con cerns of “po lit i cal
cor rect ness” ? Some folks like Tim (the
sat el lite guy) pull their weight with nu -
mer ous in for ma tive ar ti cles. But the
other “hun dreds” one sel dom hears
from.

Seems to me 5% of the read er ship sub -
mits “stuff”. The idea here is to pro vide
enough “food” to feed the to tal mem -
ber ship. 5% ain’t enough...it needs to be
at least 40%. Why, I’ll bet even my Dad
(the Ger man Rocket Sci en tist Ph.D)
could pro vide some in sight as to why
the Sat urn V needed ex actly 91 mo tors
to do the job. Or ex actly how the 300
baud te lem e try worked. Even some in -
sight re gard ing the de tails of ra dio com -
mu ni ca tion of the day might en lighten
some of the youn ger mem ber ship who
were n’t even alive when the shut tle
made its first flight.

Ham Ra dio per sists ONLY be cause
the older “Elmers” pass along their ex -
pe ri ences! Mag netic Core Mem -
ory....any body re mem ber that and how
it worked? Still, I love to hear the sto ries
about how the Lu nar Lander had the to -
tal com put ing power of TWO Com mo -
dore 64s. Re mem ber those?

Surely we have a di verse-enough
mem ber ship that could en lighten us
with sto ries rang ing from pa per-tape
read ers all the way to the proper pro ce -
dure for pro gram ming a Flash mem ory
chip....and ev ery thing in-be tween? And 
sure, why not your fa vor ite mem ory of
how you cut the line-cord on your read -
ing lamp while it was still plugged in?
Re mem ber the cratered cut ters and the
bright flash? So.....tell us about it!

73 Chris WB4UFQ
The Giggle Box

Happy Birth day To Ev ery body With
Birth days In Oc to ber And No vem ber !!
A note from Giggles:

I can’t be lieve that sum mer is gone
and Oc to ber is al most over. It won’t be
long til Christ mas. Just a few days ago,
ev ery one was run ning around in their
short-sleeve shirts. The leaves are turn -
ing pretty fall col ors, but I just wished
that they would stay on the trees,
though. I don’t like to see the trees with -
out any clothes on them. Oh, well, I
guess they get tired of the same old
clothes too. :-) I guess there is one good
thing about the change of weather, you

don’t have to mow the grass for a few
months. I hope ev ery one has a happy
and safe Hal low een and Vet eran’s
Day. I hope all the kids get lots of loot
and no body gets tricks played on
them. Don’t for get to honor the vet er -
ans on Vet eran’s Day.
A Joke or Two

Lit tle Johnny’s kin der gar ten class
was on a field trip to their lo cal po lice
sta tion where they saw pic tures
tacked to a bul le tin board of the ten
most wanted crim i nals. One of the
young sters pointed to a pic ture and
asked if it re ally was the photo of a
wanted per son. “Yes,” said the po lice -
man. “The de tec tives want very badly
to cap ture him.”

Lit tle Johnny asked, “Why did n’t
you keep him when you took his pic -
ture?”

***
A new teacher was try ing to make

use of her psy chol ogy courses. She
started her class by say ing, “Ev ery one
who thinks you’re stu pid, stand up!”
Af ter a few sec onds, Lit tle Johnny
stood up. The teacher said, “Do you
think you’re stu pid, Lit tle Johnny?

Johnny said, “No, ma’am, I just hate
see ing you stand ing there all by your -
self!”

***
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Lit tle Johnny watched, fas ci nated, as
his mother smoothed cold cream on her 
face. “Why do you do that, mommy?”
he asked.

“To make my self beau ti ful,” aid his
mother, who then be gan re mov ing the
cream with a tis sue.

“What’s the mat ter?” asked Lit tle
Johnny, “you giv ing up?”

***
The math teacher saw that lit tle

Johnny was n’t pay ing at ten tion in
class. She called on him and said,
“Johnny! What are 2 and 4 and 28 and
44?”

Lit tle Johnny quickly re plied, “NBC,
CBS, HBO and the Car toon Net work!”

***
Subject: Heaven Can’t Wait

An 85-year-old cou ple, af ter be ing
mar ried for al most 60 years, died in a
car crash. They had been in good health 
the last ten years, mainly due to her in -
ter est in health food and ex er cis -
ing.When they reached the Pearly
Gates, St. Pe ter took them to their man -
sion, which was decked out with a beau ti ful kitchen, mas ter bath suite and a Ja cuzzi. As they looked around, the

old man asked St. Pe ter how much all
this was go ing to cost. “It’s free,” St. Pe -
ter re plied, “this is Heaven.” Next, they
went out in the back yard to sur vey the
cham pi on ship-style golf course that the 
home was lo cated on.

They would have golf ing priv i leges
ev ery day and each week, the course
changed to a new one rep re sent ing the
great golf courses on earth. The old
man asked, “What are the green fees?”

St. Pe ter re plied, “This is heaven, you
play for free.” Next, they went to the
club house and saw the lav ish buf fet
lunch with the cui sine of the World laid
out.

“How much to eat?” asked the old
man.

“Don’t you un der stand yet? This is
heaven, it is free!” St. Pe ter re plied, with 
some ex as per a tion.

“Well, where are the low fat and low
cho les terol ta bles?” the old man asked
tim idly.

St. Pe ter lec tured, “That’s the best
part - you can eat as much as you like of
what ever you like and you never get fat 
and you never get sick. This is Heaven.” 
With that, the old man went into a fit of

                    Page 6

November, 2002 Vox

John Hilliard, dem on strates his Palm Pi lot based APRS setup at Oc to ber 11 HARC
meeting

Clear For Take Off -- Rolf Goedhart and Ray Helman dem on strate hang glid ing gear at
Sep tem ber 6 HARC meeting 



an ger, throw ing down his hat and
stomp ing on it, and scream ing wildly.
St. Pe ter and his wife both tried to calm
him down, ask ing him what was wrong.

The old man looked at his wife and
said, “This is all your fault! If it were n’t
for your blasted bran muf fins, I could
have been here ten years ago!”
 The Thoughts for the Months of
October and November

It’s not that I’m afraid to die, I just
don’t want to be there when it hap pens.
- Woody Al len

It is never too late to be come what you 
might have been. - George Eliot

Solve the puz zle: LLWE OEDN SI
TTEEBR ANHT ELLW IASD. -
MINAJNEB NILKNARF

73, Peggy (Giggles) Bell, K4EGB SEW
LONG!

The Editor’s Wastebasket
Oh Happy Day!!! I was in formed that

that elec tron ics com pany up in Dolly
Partonville, TN (Ten-Tec) started ship -
ping out Argonaut V trans ceiv ers to day
and ex pects to clear the back log of or -
ders by the end of the week. That means 
by the time you read this (un less you
sneak a peek Fri day night) I should have 
one in my hot ea ger hands. I’ve been ea -
ger to get ac cess to one of these trans -
ceiv ers be cause, un til the Ten Tec Orion
co mes out, it should be one of the most
up-to-date soft ware de fined ra dios. Es -
pe cially since the firm ware code for it
was just fin ished up last week. There are 
rice-box trans ceiv ers that use IF Dig i tal
Sig nal Pro cessing (IF DSP) and dig i tal
synthesizers, but their de signs are prob -
a bly a year or more older. This be ing the
lat est and great est in ra dio tech nol ogy,
I’m cu ri ous to see how it works out.

One of the things that would re ally
MAKE the idea of soft ware de fined ra -
dios take off would be for a man u fac -
turer put out a trans ceiver along with
com mented source code for the DSP
and control func tions (Never Hap pen)
so the owner could do his own tweaks
and mod i fi ca tions. I fully ex pect to see
that some one has ‘hacked’ the code in
one of the pop u lar boxes be fore long. 

One of the more ob vi ous ad van tages
of IF-DSP is the abil ity to re de sign the
ra dio by sim ply chang ing the firm ware.
For ex am ple, When the ap proval for
60-Me ters co mes through, all it should
take is a fresh firm ware down load to

add full ca pa bil ity for that new band.
One of the less ob vi ous ad van tages is
the abil ity to at tain near the o ret i cal per -
for mance in fil ters and such. Reg u lar an -
a log de signs re quire ex tremely care ful
(and ex pen sive) match ing and tweak ing 
of com po nent values to get good per for -
mance. That’s ap par ently not so with
DSP. Now if we could just come up with 
soft ware de fined antennas!  I’m afraid
the clos est thing we’ll come to that in
the foreseeable fu ture is this thing called 
the Internet.

Please pay spe cial at ten tion to Chris,
WB4UFQ’s item this month. I’ll take is -
sue with one of his points. He does not
write lousy ar ti cles. They usu ally of fer
an un con ven tional view of what might
oth er wise be a rou tine sub ject. I hope he 
con tin ues writ ing the ‘lousy’ things.
One thing I’d add to his words is that
you should not “take it for granted”
when some one pro vides an in ter est ing
item for the Vox. If some one sub mits
some thing to the news let ter that you
like, let them know you liked it. That
will in crease the prob a bil ity of it hap -
pen ing again.

Al though I re fer to hav ing ar ti cles in
my “emailbox”, don’t as sume you have
to use a com puter to get ma te rial to me.
Any thing I can read will do. Spell ing
and gram mar don’t mat ter, but leg i bil ity 
does. You should con sider though that
lip stick on tis sue pa per takes a bit lon ger 
to de ci pher and you should use the pub -
lished dead line of Fri day be fore Vox
night to give me time. The looser time
re straint on email sub mis sions is sim ply
be cause they re quire min i mum re typ -
ing.

73, Frank Emens, W4HFU
November Hamfests.

• No vem ber 2 - 3, 2002
Georgia Sec tion Con ven tion, Lawrenceville, 
Geor gia.
 See http://www.totr-ra dio.org or con tact
Randy Bassett, KR4NQ at 770-663-4244 ext
3989 or kr4nqF@big foot.com.

• No vem ber 9, 2002
 Mont gom ery ARC, Mont gom ery, Al a bama.
See http://jschool.troyst.edu/~w4ap or
con tact Phil Salley, K4OZN, 334-272-7980 or 
k4ozm@arrl.net.

73, John Farr, KC4ZXX
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