
From the Pres i dent
Old Timer’s night re in forced my fear

that we stand to loose knowl edge we
don’t mine from those who pre cede us.
Hams pres ent hold ing li censes for
more than 55 years had first-hand ex -
pe ri ence with sev eral gen er a tions of li -
cense class struc ture, fre quency
al lo ca tions, rules and reg u la tions,
on-the-air pro to col, and tech nol ogy.

Of what in ter est to us are any of these 
quaint bits of knowl edge? Per haps
none: on a day-to-day ba sis none of us
is apt to re new our old class B li cense,
try to keep our 5 me ter rig within band
lim its, en sure our log shows that last
un-an swered CQ, or grind down a dry
cell an ode to make a brush for the
dynamoter of our 75 me ter mo bile rig.
But ham ra dio does not have such tre -
men dous mo men tum that it will sail
through very real pres ent ob sta cles like
in creas ing av er age age, “leg is lated” al -
lo ca tion en croach ment from other li -
censed ser vices, and in sid i ous
en croach ment (read “BPL”). Let us be
aware of les sons from the past - held in
the mem o ries of our Old Timer elmers - 
lest we waste too much time down
roads al ready fruit lessly trav eled, or fail 
to con sider the prom ise of those al -
ready suc cess fully trod.

As Al a bama Sec tion Man ager
W4OZK re minded us in his re marks at
our April 2nd meet ing, it’s never too
soon or too late for any of us to as sume
our roles as elmers to the next gen er a -
tion of hams. Hav ing such ex cel lent ac -
cess to the ARRL as an ac tive SM
be long ing to our own club pro vides,
the fa cil i ties of league are at our dis -
posal in terms of train ing ma te ri als and
help from ARRL staff, and in sight into
the in tent of pro grams like the Big Pro -
ject. We hope to brew up some thing
more con crete as to how the club can
help our next gen er a tion, and as al -
ways, sug ges tions are wel come.

73, Tom Duncan, KG4CUY
Hamography

This col umn will al ways at tempt to
strike a bal ance be tween new and long
term mem bers of HARC. The first few

is sues con cen trated on new mem bers.
The last 3 months or so, we have fea -
tured long term mem bers of HARC.
This month will be no ex cep tion. La dies 
and gen tle men, may I in tro duce or
re-in tro duce you to one of the more
prom i nent long term mem bers of
HARC.

W4NO DON TUNSTILL: Don’s ex po -
sure to HAM Ra dio ex tends back to
early child hood through his fa ther and
un cle; and the
town he grew
up in. Don was
born and raised
in Vantown,
Ten nes see; a
very small com -
mu nity near
Fayetteville
Ten nes see;
pop u lated by
about 25 fam i -
lies. Even
though small in

                          Page 1

Huntsville, Alabama Volume 44, Number 5 May, 2004 

HUNTSVILLE
AMATEUR

RADIO CLUB

Huntsville Amateur Radio
Club Information
Club Officers 
President: 

Tom Duncan, KG4CUY
duncant1@ds-s.com

Vice President:
Kim Hensley, WG8S

khensley@gamewood.net

Secretary: 
Rolf Goedhart K4RGG.

k4rgg@arrl.net
Treasurer: 

Heath Thorson, KC4HRX, 489-1240
hthorson@knology.net

The club's ad dress is Box 423,
Huntsville, Ala. 35804. Meet ings are held 
each Fri day night at 7:30 P.M. at the
Amer i can Red Cross Build ing, 1101
Wash ing ton Street. Dues are $12.00 per
year, fam ily mem ber ships are $15.00 per
year. The club main tains a Web Site at
“http://www.harc.net”

The North Alabama Repeater
Association operates repeaters on 146.34
/ 146.94, 147.78 / 147.18, 223.34 /
224.94and 448.5 / 443.5. NARA dues are
$16.00 per year and may be sent to
NARA at P.O. Box 18941 Huntsville, AL
35804-8941. 

The club's packet radio interest group,
HUNTSPAC, maintains an extensive
packet network for the Huntsville area.
Dues for use of this network are $15.00
per year, and can be paid through the
HARC Secretary-Treasurer listed above.

The club's ATV special interest group,
TVATV operates an ATV repeater. It's
input frequency is 439.25 MHz and its
output is 421.25 MHz. A voice
coordination repeater is operated with
output frequency of 145.33 MHz, input
600 kHz down.

The Vox is pub lished the third Fri day
of each month ex cept for August. Edi tor
of the Vox is Frank Emens, W4HFU,
3714 Lake wood Cir cle, Hunts ville, Ala.
35811 or fe mens@hiwaay.net. Ma te rial
of in ter est to the HARC mem ber ship
should be sub mit ted to the edi tor by the
sec ond Fri day of the month of
publication. 

“Vox”, Vol 44, Nr 5, May, 2004
A Newsletter published monthly except 

for August by the Huntsville Amateur
Radio Club, P.O. Box 423, Huntsville, AL
35804

CAVEC Li cense Exams

Exam ses sions are held the first Sat ur -
day of each month un less a hol i day

causes the ses sion to be de layed for one
week.

Up com ing ses sions are:
Sat ur day, May 1
Sat ur day, June 5

For in for ma tion con tact:

Larry Frost, KR4GU, 536-4154
kr4gu@hamfest.org

Or
Don Tun still, W4NO, 536-3904

dontunstill@hamfest.org

Exam Ses sions are held the 3rd Sat ur -
day of each month at 1:00. In even

num bered months they are held at the
Ath ens EOC. In odd num bered months

they are held in Mad i son at
Intergraph, Build ing 15

For in for ma tion contact Bob Hud son,
W4RKH, 461-7905

mailto:duncant1@ds-s.com
mailto:khensley@gamewood.net
mailto:k4rgg@arrl.net
mailto:hthorson@knology.net
http://www.harc.net
mailto:mens@hiwaay.net
mailto:kr4gu@hamfest.org
mailto:dontunstill@hamfest.org


pop u la tion, the num ber of HAM fam i -
lies in the area was and is ex ten sive,
even to day. It seems there was no way
that Don would not be come in volved
in HAM Ra dio. But, it was not un til the
late six ties and early sev en ties that the
HAM fe ver re ally took hold of him. In
1970, Don passed the code for his Nov -
ice Ticket. In those days we first took
the 5 WPM code exam given by lo cal
HAMS. Once that was done you sent an 
ap pli ca tion for the writ ten exam to the
FCC in Get tys burg, PA. Weeks later the
pack age would be de liv ered to a lo cal
HAM au tho rized to give you the writ -
ten exam. As suming you passed the
writ ten el e ments, the re sults were sent
back to the FCC. Af ter more weeks of
wait ing, the cov eted ticket would fi -
nally show up in the mail box. Thus was 
the term “Snail Mail” coined. Even with 
“Snail Mail”; Don pro gressed through
his Nov ice, Tech, Gen eral, and onto his

Ad vanced Class Tickets within the
space of about 6 months time. W4NO
cur rently car ries the Ex tra Class Am a -
teur Ra dio Op er a tor and Sta tion li -
cense.

Don has been a mem ber of HARC
since 1970. He has ex panded that ini tial
in volve ment in Huntsville HAM Ra dio
to in clude all of the re peater groups; the 
DX Club; help ing to extablish the
Huntsville Hamfest; and the third larg -
est VEC Testing group in the coun try..

Don has spent his en tire work ing life
in the Huntsville area. He re tired as the
Di rec tor of The Huntsville Tech ni cal
School at the age of 56 years old. Since
then, in ad di tion to his ac tiv i ties and in -
volve ment re lated to HAM Ra dio, he
has been a very ac tive vol un teer with
the Amer i can Red Cross. It is this
writer’s opin ion that Don’s vol un teer

in volve ment with the lo cal chap ter of
the Amer i can Red Cross; has played
more than a small part in pro vid ing the
Huntsville Am a teur Ra dio Club
(HARC) with ad van tages and ac com -
mo da tions not en joyed, and much en -
vied by most other HAM Ra dio Clubs in 
the en tire coun try. The Red Cross spon -
sor ship of HARC in cludes sched ules for 
a min i mum of 4 nights a month, when
the norm for most clubs is one night a
month. Not all clubs are able to have a
Club Sta tion at their reg u lar meet ing lo -
ca tion. The HARC club sta tion we are
able to main tain on the Red Cross fa cil i -
ties is an ad van tage and an at trib ute for
the or ga ni za tion. Be cause of the ad van -
tage of a per ma nent sta tion lo ca tion, we 
are able to main tain more than a min i -
mal sta tion ar range ment. The club sta -
tion in cludes mul ti ple an ten nas, two
HF ra dio trans ceiv ers, an am pli fier, and 
VHF/UHF equip ment. The sta tion is
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HARC ACTIVITY CALENDAR FOR
May, 2004

Sunday Mon day Tues day Wednes day Thurs day Fri day Sat ur day

25 26 27
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

28
South east Linked
Re peater Net 2000
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

29
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

30
HARC Meet ing

1  *TWIAR

CAVEC Exams, Red
Cross Bldg, 0900

B’ham Hamfest
Zamora Temple

2
B’ham Hamfest
Zamora Tem ple

3 4
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

5
South east Linked
Re peater Net 2000
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

6
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

7
HARC Meet ing

8  *TWIAR

Moun tain City, TN
Hamfest

9 10 11
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

12
South east Linked
Re peater Net 2000
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

13
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

14
HARC Meet ing

15  *TWIAR

16 17 18
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

19
South east Linked
Re peater Net 2000
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

20
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

21
HARC Meet ing

Vox & So cial Night

22  *TWIAR

23 24 25
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

26
South east Linked
Re peater Net 2000
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

27
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

28
HARC Meet ing

29  *TWIAR

30 31 1
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

2
South east Linked
Re peater Net 2000
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

3
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

4
HARC Meet ing

Elec tion of Officers

5  *TWIAR

CAVEC Exams, Red
Cross Bldg, 0900

*TWIAR -- This Week In Am a teur Ra dio, +442.775 PL203.5 Hz 8 PM Ev ery Sat ur day
ATV Net @ 20:00, Check in on 145.33, Tuesdays
South east Linked Re peater Net on +442.775, PL 203.5 Hz @ 20:00, Wednes days
Mad i son County Emer gency Net on 34/94 @19:30, Thursdays
SkyWarn Net on 147.24 @ 20:00, Thursdays



open to use by all club mem bers, and
can be made avail able at al most any -
time dur ing the week. This avail abil ity
can be a real treat to some one who is
nor mally lim ited to a min i mal or re -
stricted apart ment lo cated shack; or to a 
new HAM yet to be able to set up his or
her own sta tion.

The is sue of a weekly ver sus monthly
meet ing sched ule has been dis cussed
and re- ad dressed within HARC from
time to time. Don feels that the weekly
meet ing sched ule has been an ad van -
tage to the club. It al lows for mem ber
flex i bil ity of at ten dance. The four ses -
sions a month usu ally pro vide op ti -
mum op por tu nity for thor ough
dis cus sion within the club, re lat ing to
all top ics and is sues, di rectly and in di -
rectly as so ci ated with HAM Ra dio, that
have mem ber in ter est and con cern. The 
mul ti ple meet ings each month help to
in still a real feel ing of per sonal in volve -
ment, in ter ac tion and po si tion in the
club’s de ci sion and de ter mi na tion pro -
cess. The meet ing sched ule cur rently
pro vides op por tu nity and time to pres -
ent in for ma tive pro grams of in ter est to
the mem ber ship; and takes ad van tage
of the avail abil ity of guests and speak -

ers with pro fes sional cre den tials,
unique to this area due to the in flu ence
of DOD and NASA re lated pro jects,
pro grams and con tracts. Last but not
least, the four ses sions a month have
en hanced the mem ber ship so cial in -
volve ment, in ter ac tion and bond ing. 

Don re lates a prob lem with not be ing
able to spe cif i cally re call all of his ac -
com plish ments and ac tiv i ties within
the av o ca tion of HAM Ra dio. Since the
fire that to tally de stroyed his house 4
years ago; a large void has oc curred in
his life con cern ing the years of me men -
tos, awards, li cense cop ies, QSL cards
from world wide HAMs and the mem o -
ries they rep re sent, re call and in voke
nor mally; all of which were lost in the
fire; along with an ten nas, ra dios and
other equip ment re lated to HAM Ra -
dio. Since the fire, Don has been strug -
gling with get ting a vi a ble HAM Shack
and sta tion work ing again.

Prior to 1980, The North Al a bama
Hamfest ro tated be tween Huntsville
and Decateur; with ro tat ing spon sor -
ship be tween HARC and the Decatur
Ra dio clubs. In 198O Don was one of
the lo cal HAMs that con vinced HARC

to split off the ro tat ing ar range ment. A
sep a rate cor po ra tion was formed to
man age and con duct the Huntsville
Hamfest. A board of three mem bers
was es tab lished; with Don as Pres i dent. 
Since then the pop u lar ity of the
Huntsville Hamfest has sky rock eted;
along with in ter na tional ac claim and
aware ness. Don con trib utes the suc cess
of the event to the sta bil ity of the or ga -
ni za tion and the year to year loyal sup -
port pro vided by the var i ous HAMs
and HAM or ga ni za tions in volved from
this area. It has had the ad van tage of
min i mal turn over in man age ment and
vol un teer sup port. Dealers are at -
tracted to the event, at least in part due
to the knowl edge that the or ga ni za -
tions and peo ple they dealt with in
years past will be there again. An un -
der stand ing be tween the Huntsville
Hamfest Cor po ra tion and the deal ers
has grown and been main tained over
the years, to the mu tual ad van tage of
both.

This writer has had ex pe ri ence with
VEC groups in North Da kota,
Oklahoma, and Mis souri in go ing for
my Nov ice, Tech and Gen eral Class
Tickets; and then this past year in
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Huntsville, AL, when I gained my Ex tra 
Class Ticket. I can hon estly say that
none of those other VEC groups came
close to the ef fort, fore sight and plan -
ning; nor the ef fi ciency and re sults ob -
tained by our lo cal VEC Group. That
suc cess is due to HAMs like and along
with W4NO. Don is proud, jus ti fi ably
so, of the fact that we have the third
larg est VEC Group in the coun try. This
group was the first, even be fore ARRL,
to make con tact with the FCC to es tab -
lish and co or di nate the VEC ef forts.
Don cur rently, heads up the VEC for
the area with teams in Florida, Geor gia,
Al a bama, Mis sis sippi and Ten nes see.

W4NO has been and is one of the
“Movers and Shakers” within HAM Ra -
dio. Don is an ex am ple of the wealth of
in di vid u als within the Huntsville Am a -
teur Ra dio Club, who have shaped the
fo cus and thrust of HAMMING in gen -
eral and es pe cially in the North ern Al a -
bama and Ten nes see Val ley area. Don,
along with oth ers like him in HARC,
have at tempted to pro mote the pos i tive 
as pects of HAM Ra dio; and to en cour -
age a ra tio nal ap proach to con tro ver sial 
is sues in or der to main tain the cred i bil -
ity of the HAM Com mu nity. They have
ac cepted the re spon si bil ity to pave the

way for fu ture gen er a tions of HAMs; a
path that will be very dif fer ent from the
one they blazed and fol lowed.

HARC: Take an other op por tu nity to
give a loud and solid “RR” to W4NO !!!

73,Fred Kersey, WB0UCI 
Peer Re views

Sev eral weeks ago I was in vited to at -
tend an in for mal gath er ing of a cou ple
of HARC/NADXC mem bers. I saw a col -
lec tion of not thou sands or tens of thou -
sands, but quite lit er ally hun dreds of
thou sands of QSL cards and the equip -
ment used to pro cure them. What fol -
lowed was equally im pres sive, in an
en tirely dif fer ent way. An in for mal re -
view of a few pages of an tenna in for -
ma tion in re cent ARRL pub li ca tions
en sued, tak ing com ments from em i -
nently knowl edge able DXers,
contesters, and en gi neers. The thrust of
this was to pro vide feed back via a for -
mer ARRL staff mem ber also pres ent to
im prove the qual ity of these pub li ca -
tions. 

As a mute on looker, this im pressed
me. I’ve had a glimpse into how ac a -
demic and pro fes sional pub li ca tions are 
peer re viewed, where the goal is to
main tain and keep un-sul lied the rep u -

ta tion of these jour nals and their pub -
lish ers. Sim i larly in the com mer cial
realm, pro pos als are of ten in ter nally
peer re viewed to en sure not only tech -
ni cal fea si bil ity, but eco nomic vi a bil ity.
Our hobby’s pub li ca tions - from the
ARRL, CQ Pub li ca tions, the RSGB, and
oth ers - have a place on many non-ham
book shelves. I’m priv i leged to see such
vol un teer qual ity-as sur ance in ac tion,
glad to know it hap pens, and re as sured
know ing those thou sands of pages on
my book shelf have passed by more
than just the au thors’ eyes on their way
to the printer.

73, Tom Duncan, KG4CUY
The Giggle Box

Happy Birth day To Ev ery body That
Was Born In May!!

A note from Gig gles: APRIL
SHOWERS MAKE MAY FLOWERS I
wish I had a nickel for everytime I’ve
heard that phrase in my life time. We
should have some g-o-o-geous flow ers
next month. This year, I bought sev eral
packs of flower seed and they are still in 
the packs. I have seen some beau ti ful
flower beds with pan sies in them. Steve 
calls pan sies “mon key faces”. When I
think of pan sies, I think of Marg
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Berisford. Ed,
Marg, Steve
(KD4TFN) and I
went to a place
called Cash Point,
TN near Ardmore
once a week.
Some times we
would go two or
three times a
week, but to dif -
fer ent places. I
never knew so
many places that
had blue grass and
coun try mu sic, but 
Marg and Ed seemed to be lis ten ing to
peo ple talk about where the mu sic was
and would in vite us along. I re ally
looked for ward to be ing around Marg
and Ed. Marg and I (and some times
Steve) danced to blue grass and coun try
mu sic. Some times it would be a race of
who got to dance with Marg on the
dance floor. Marg could outdance me
any day. It is not go ing to be the same
with out her. Marg passed away March
31st and I lost my danc ing part ner. Marg 
al ways wore her golden slip pers. Marg
and her hus band, Ed Berisford
(WA4KMA) poured cof fee for the
Huntsville Hamfest for 19 years. Some
of the Old Timers will re mem ber the
QRM club which Marg was a mem ber
of. I think some of the la dies in the QRM
took care of the cof fee “at club.” Some -
one said that Marg was a Si lent Key, but
she was n’t a ham. You would have
thought that she was by the way that
she sup ported Ed and the club. I never
knew that I could grow so close to some -
one as I did with Marg and Ed, but they
just had that mag netic per son al ity. She
was a won der ful friend to ev ery one. She 
al ways had a smil ing face and a lis ten ing 
ear. The puz zle be low is what Marg al -
ways said as we rode to hear coun try
mu sic. I love you, Marg. 
A Joke or Two

SIXTY-THREE AND PREGNANT!!! A
woman went to the doc tor’s of fice.
Where she was seen by one of the new
doc tors, but af ter about 4 min utes in the
ex am i na tion room, she burst out,
scream ing as she ran down the hall. An
older doc tor stopped her and asked
what the prob lem was, and she told him
her story. Af ter lis ten ing, he had her sit
down and re lax in an other room. The
older doc tor marched down the hall way 
to the back where the youn ger doc tor
was and de manded, “What’s the mat ter
with you? Mrs. Terry is 63 years old, she
has four grown chil dren and seven
grand chil dren, and you told her she was 
preg nant?!!” The new youn ger doc tor

con tin ued to write on his clip board and
with out look ing up said, “Does she still
have the hic cups?” 

Base ball in Heaven Two 90-year-old
men, Moe and Sam, have been friends
all their lives. Sam is dy ing, so Joe co mes
to visit him. “Sam,” says Moe, “you
know how we both loved base ball all of
our lives. Sam, you have to do me one
fa vor. When you go, some how you’ve
got to tell me if there’s base ball in
heaven.” Sam looks up at Moe from his
death bed and says, “Moe, you’ve been
my friend for many years. I’ll do that for
you.” and with that, he passes on.... It is
mid night a cou ple of nights later. Moe is
sound asleep when a dis tant voice calls
out to him, “Moe.....Moe....” “Who is it?”
says Moe, sit ting up sud denly. “Who is
it?” “Moe, it’s Sam.” “Come on. Your’re
not Sam. Sam died.” “I’m tell ing you,”
in sists the voice. “It’s me, Sam!” “Sam? Is 
that you? Where are you?” “I’m in
heaven,” says Sam, “and I’ve got to tell
you, I’ve got some good news and some
bad news.” “Tell me the good news
first,” says Moe. “The good news,” says
Sam, “is that there is base ball in
heaven.” ‘Really?’ says Moe. “That’s
won der ful! What’s the bad news?”
“You’re pitch ing Tues day!!”

The Blonde and the Big Prize... A
blonde goes into a res tau rant and no -
tices there’s a “peel and win” sticker on
her cof fee up. So she peels it off and
starts scream ing, “I’ve won a mo tor
home! I’ve won a mo tor home!” The
wait ress says, “That’s im pos si ble. The
big gest prize is a free lunch.” But the
blonde keeps scream ing, “I’ve won a
mo tor home! I’ve won a mo tor home!”
Finally, the man ager co mes over and
says, “Ma’am, I’m sorry, but you’re mis -
taken. You could n’t pos si bly have won a 
mo tor home be cause we did n’t have
that as a prize!” The blonde says, “No it’s 
not a mis take. I’ve won a mo tor home!”
She hands the ticket to the man ager and
he reads... (You’re gonna love
this)............ W I N A B A G E L !

Did You Know: THE MORSE CODE:
When you re ar range the let ters: HERE
COME DOTS 

The Thought for the Month of May A
friend is some one we turn to when our
spir its need a lift.

Solve the puz zle: NTCYUOR SICMU
SI DOOG ROF HET TRAHE DAN
ODGO ROF HET LOUS 

73 Peggy (Gig gles) Bell K4EGB SEW
LONG!

Goodbye, Old Friend!
When I first met her sev eral years ago,

it was truly love at first sight. Not only
was she pleas ant to look at (if you know
what I mean), but also funny, in tel li -
gent, in sight ful, and just plain nice to be
around. It was great! My par ents had al -
ready known her from years be fore and
ac tu ally in tro duced us at first. It was
meant to be! 

Some times at work I would find my -
self day dream ing about what we would
do that eve ning and into the wee-hours. 
Oh, the things we saw and heard.... the
places we went. The times we spent to -
gether are for ever etched in my brain.
But then the cold bru tal re al ity al ways
sets in. Life is funny like that. At first you 
gloss over any flaws in your com pan ion
be cause you *re ally* care about them,
but then the flaws get to be in tol er a ble.
Things that used to be cute or funny are
sud denly ir ri tat ing and a to tal waste of
time. You start no tic ing all the an noy ing
things that can turn a good re la tion ship
bad in a big hurry.

At first she had a clas sic “hour glass fig -
ure”. Wide at the top, wide at the bot -
tom, and skinny in the mid dle. Then the
rav ages of time set in. Her bot tom
started get ting re ally wide and I could
have lived with that. The deal breaker
was the alarm ing in crease of venom and 
hate ful ness and just plain ig no rance
com ing out of her mouth. Sud denly I re -
al ized I could no lon ger tol er ate this re -
la tion ship be cause it was wast ing all my
time and it was mak ing me un happy
and stressed-out wor ry ing about the fu -
ture. Not to men tion the sleep less nights 
think ing about what I just saw and
heard.

So last week I had to break it off. It was 
pretty ugly but the whole ep i sode only
lasted five min utes. A good clean break
is the best! I did what I had to do and
have no re grets at all. I also have NO
plans for a re place ment any time soon.
Just can’t go there right now. Ms. 27" Ze -
nith was tossed out to the curb with no
re grets at all. 45 min utes later, some
knuckle-drag ger in a large loud truck
snagged her and re turned to his home.
Hope he is happy with his “catch”. Poor
guy!

73, Chris Teuber, WB4UFQ
From The Editor’s Wastebasket

I can’t start this month with out ex -
press ing sor row at the loss we at HARC
have had with the pass ing of Marj
Berisford. As Peggy pointed out, she is
not a Si lent Key (SK) but I’ll say that, for
all the years of sup port she has given to
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the Huntsville Ham Com mu nity as
well as the deal ers, etc. At the
Huntsville Hamfest, Marj def i nitely de -
serves to be counted as an HSK or Hon -
or ary Si lent Key.

Re mem ber, elec tion of of fi cers for the
2004/2005 club year is set for the first
meet ing in June. Do what you can to
help the Nom i nating Com mit tee to do
their thing, and plan to show up on
June 4 ready to cast your vote  and be
ready to sup port the new of fi cers dur -
ing the com ing year.

I’m al ways a lit tle sur prised at the
num ber of peo ple who use the ex pres -
sion “73’s”. The faith ful old CW sym bol
“73” has al ways meant “Best Re gards”.
Say ing “73’s” is equiv a lent to say ing
“Best Regardses”, which is a lot like call -
ing “Monte Sano” “Monte Sano Moun -
tain” -- equiv a lent to call ing it “Healthy
Moun tain Moun tain.” which I’m sure
you’d not do by choice. It’s one of those
in con se quen tial quib bles, but it still
looks odd to me. 

For those of you who are in ter ested in 
com puter op er at ing sys tems that don’t
come from Redmond, Wash ing ton, I’ve 
just re ceived a copy of a CD con tain ing
a bootable ver sion of “Knoppix”, a ver -
sion of Linux based on the Debian
Linux dis tri bu tion. It is a bootaable disk, 
so if you can con vince your com puter to 
boot from a CD, you can load and play
with Linux with out hav ing to in stall it
and with out af fect ing your cur rent op -
er at ing sys tem. The disk also con tains a
se lec tion of Am a teur Ra dio based ap pli -
ca tions. It boots and runs on my sys tem, 
but does n’t seem to com mu ni cate with
my sound card or in ternet in ter face
card. At this point I’ve not had a chance
to try and cor rect those prob lems.
Sound card compatiility is crit i cal, since
the packet ra dio, PSK and CW re ceive
pro grams need to in ter face with the

sound card. A con di tion of my
re ceiv ing the disk is that I make cop ies
avail able to lo cal folks that are in ter -
ested in tin ker ing with it. If you’re in -
ter ested, let me know. I’ll men tion an
im por tant ca veat. You DO NOT in stall
from this disk. Some one phoned in to
“Call For Help”, a pro gram on the Tech
TV chan nel who had in stalled a
Knoppix disk over his Win dows in stal -
la tion and wanted to know how to re -
cover from that mis take. The an swer,
I’m sure, was neither sim ple nor fun.

73, Frank Emens, W4HFU
NARA Notes 

The quest con tin ues to bring ‘94 back
to a per for mance level at least close to
what it was for now & hope fully better
in the long term. About 3 weeks ago we
moved ‘94 back to chan nel 31 af ter
learn ing that a spu ri ous pager trans mit -
ter we be lieve was dog ging us was
fixed. Ad di tionally, the prox im ity of the 
TV sig nal to our an tenna changed to
give us more re lief. Re ceive per for -
mance is still not quite as good as other
VHF ma chines close by. Per for mance
im proved slightly when we re-in tro -
duced the pass band cav ity fil ter (about
a week & a half ago) but our cur rent
guess is that our re ceiver may have suf -
fered some dam age due to nearby high
power RF. Sen si tiv ity mea sured with
the ser vice mon i tor was not quite as
good as it used to be. 

We have an other re ceiver tuned up
and ready to in stall which is very sen si -
tive and we hope more se lec tive. Lastly, 
we plan to in ves ti gate the pos si bil ity of
feed line or an tenna ra dial dam age best
we can. At the same time, we now have
two sets of re mote re ceiver hard ware
well on the way. Both sets are at var i ous 
stages of com ple tion and we are work -
ing the site is sues.

Hang in there & we’ll keep you
posted. As al ways, I stand ready to wel -
come help ing hands who want to go
along & learn about re peater main te -
nance. The 2004 NARA News is be ing
drafted & the com mand sheets up -
dated. I hope to have these out some -
time in May. While the “road
con struc tion” con tin ues on ‘94, check
out 145.23 at Ralph’s in vi ta tion. It is lo -
cated not far from ‘94 so cov er age is
sim i lar and with re cent up grades &
re-work, it is per form ing very nicely.
It’s mis sion is a full time link to the Al a -
bama Inter City Net work (AICN) but
with the Tuscaloosa Hub down at the
mo ment, it is func tion ing as a lo cal re -
peater. The PL tone is 186.5.

73, Ron, W4VM, NARA Pres i dent.
 BalloonSat VI Chasing

The stu dents at UAH launched
BalloonSat VI around 11:00am CDST
on Saturday10- APR-04. Sev eral HARC
mem bers and some out of town HAM’s
joined in on the chase across North Al a -
bama. The weather was co op er at ing
very well.

This launch was in tended to test the
com mu ni ca tions pay load for sub se -
quent launches that will fol low in the
com ing weeks. One of the ex per i ments
was to send a cut-down com mand via
the ra dio com mu ni ca tions sys tem to
sep a rate the pay load from the bal loon.
This sys tem would con trol the land ing
site in or der to stay clear of any rug ged
ar eas that may not be eas ily ac ces si ble.

For those who have never wit nessed
a bal loon launch, you are miss ing all the 
fun. The bal loon is a high al ti tude
weather bal loon. Some of these bal -
loons reached up to 110,000 feet last
year. That is cor rect, 110,000 feet. The
pay load typ i cally looks like a 6-pack
cooler with a 2-me ter HT ra dio,
Kantronics KPC3+ TNC, a GPS, bat ter -
ies, and some other in ter est ing ex per i -
ments. The KPC3+ has been mod i fied
to trans mit up to 5 te lem e try chan nels
via APRS. Each chan nel uses a 256-bit
A/D to en code the data. The GPS is used 
to feed the TNC to trans mit the lo ca tion 
of the bal loon at spe cific in ter vals. A
sec ond ary bea con was at tached that
pro vided a CW bea con on 144.34 MHz
at 30 mW. This bea con would prove its
use ful ness as the events un folded dur -
ing the chase.

BalloonSat VI was sent a cut-down
com mand when it reached about 75,000 
feet (rough guess). It was planned to be
cut-down at 50,000 ft to con trol the
land ing lo ca tion. The ground team
could not com mu ni cate with the pay -
load, so Dr. Corsetti (KG4UWE) and I
send the proper com mand se quence to
ini ti ate the sep a ra tion of the pay load
from the bal loon. This pro cess takes
about 15-30 sec onds for the nicrom wire 
to burn through the rope af ter the pay -
load re sponds to the com mand. Shortly 
af ter the suc cess ful cut-down uplink se -
quence was ini ti ated, com mu ni ca tions
from the APRS bea con ceased op er a -
tion and no fur ther APRS bea cons were
heard from the pay load. The bal loon
was over the Mud Creek Boat Dock
near CR213 and CR597, south of
Fackler, AL. It was at an al ti tude over
60,000 feet when the APRS and te lem e -
try com mu ni ca tions halted.  Bill Brown, 
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WB8ELK, gave us some
up dated land ing data
based on the al ti tude
when the pay load was
com manded to be re -
leased and para chute
back to Earth. This
would put the pack age
near the Al a bama and
Geor gia State line.  We
had to use the sec ond ary 
30 mW CW bea con on
144.34 MHz to ra dio lo -
cate the pack age. Great!
This was not go ing to be
a very easy task or it
seemed that way. 

We heard the sig nal as
we drove up I-59 from
Al a bama route 40. Ken
(WB4FAY) joined the
chase from Bir ming ham as we left
Huntsville. John (W4JXP) was in an -
other chase ve hi cle with one of the stu -
dents. We re al ized things were go ing to 
be rough when no body had a di rec -
tional an tenna or at tenu ator. We ex -
changed sig nal re ports as we drove up
and down I-59 and each side of the state 
line us ing sig nal strength on our mo bile 
ra dios as an in di ca tion of the area. As
we neared the Geor gia state line on I-59
from both di rec tions (North and South)
we de tected the sec ond ary CW bea con.
Then, we split paths to search east and
west of I-59 near Ris ing Fawn, Geor gia.
This gave us the in for ma tion that the
pay load was east of Ris ing Fawn. Ken
(WB4FAY) had the sig nal full scale in
his di rec tion so we cir cled around to
cover the area he was lo cated near

John son Lake Dam off of SR189. Since
this area is full of hills and val leys we
had to get sev eral po si tion fixes us ing
sig nal me ters on our mo biles and get -
ting out of the ve hi cle fre quently with
an HT held close to our bod ies to get a
gen eral di rec tion of the sig nal. As we
combed the roads and spoke with a lo -
cal, we found some new roads with
their help.  Now, we were hot on the
trail. Within min utes we had very
strong sig nals in a very wooded and
hilly ter rain. Ken, WB4FAY, spot ted the 
pay load with the at tached para chute in
a tree off a dirt road and ra di oed the in -
for ma tion back to the rest of the search
team.  With the pay load iden ti fied, the
re main ing task was to re move it from a
tree that could not be climbed eas ily.
An other team brought some rope from

a lo cal store and we
fi nally tied a ham mer to
the end of it and made
sev eral at tempts to
reach the pay load in the
top of a tree at about
40-60 feet. Finally we
snagged the pack age
pulled it down from the
tree. 

It was a long day on
the bal loon chas ing trail, 
but the team was suc -
cess ful in the re cov ery
pro cess.  So what hap -
pened to the APRS bea -
con you might ask? The
an swer is very sim ple
and ob vi ous af ter look -
ing at the pack age. The
an tenna sep a rated from

the pack age dur ing the fall from high
al ti tude. I am sure the an tenna prob lem
will be cor rected for the next pay load
sched uled for next Sat ur day morn ing.
Stay tuned...  Many thanks to Ken,
WB4FAY, for his ra dio-lo ca tion skills in
the re cov ery pro cess. He com mented,
“Real hams don’t need any stink ing di -
rec tional an ten nas”. We cer tainly ac -
com plished the task us ing some
prim i tive tech niques. Ba sically, the
chal lenge was met, when all the high
tech tools were left be hind. APRS is a
great tool, but when it fails to give us
the lo ca tion data, other tech niques
have to be em ployed. With out the sec -
ond ary bea con the pack age would not
have been re cov ered eas ily.
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The pic tures show the bal loon path
and the tracks for N8DEU and WB4FAY 
us ing the prim i tive driv ing around
mode to lo cate the bea con sig nal. 
Happy bal loon chas ing

73’s de Tim  N8DEU  
May Hamfests

May 1 - 2, 2004.
•  Al a bama Sec tion Con ven tion,

Bir ming ham, Al a bama. See
http://www.w4cue.com or con tact
Glenn Glass, KE4YZK or
205-368-7361 or
ke4yzk@bellsouth.net. The ‘fest
will be held at the Zamora
Tem ple. Gates open at 9 am.
Ad mis sion is $5.00 for days.

May 8, 2004.
• John son County ARC, Moun tain

City, Ten nes see. Con tact Danny
Herman, K4DHT, 423-727-0723 or
k4dht@pre ferred.com.

73 John Farr, KC4ZXX

Calling all Gobblers....
It’s just a cou ple months away un til

ARRL Field Day 2004. This year proves
to be an other great year for K4BFT.
Cur rent plans are be ing made for the
event and ev ery one is en cour aged to
par tic i pate. All sta tions need as sis tance
with setup, op er at ing and teardown.
We also will need ex tra help this year
with Field Day power du ties as well as
camper haul ing and setup. In ad di tion,
our crankup tower needs some well de -
served TLC prior to this years Field Day 
ef fort. 

K4BFT has al ways been a con tender
when it co mes to the Field Day point
score. How ever, this year we want to
em pha size the FUN as pect of Field
Day. It’s great to re ceive na tional rec og -
ni tion and a high score tally, but the re -
wards of in tro duc ing some one new to
Field Day and all that goes along with
the de ploy ment and setup of a por ta ble
Am a teur Sta tion is much more re ward -
ing. We hope that ex pe ri enced op er a -

tors will come out and work with the
new folks and in tro duce them to lure of
Am a teur Ra dio that hooked me just a
few years ago. It is the FUN and the fel -
low ship of other hams, not the score
that we re mem ber. We hope that you
will join us for a week end of fun this
year.

It takes many peo ple work ing to -
gether as a team to make Field Day a
suc cess and as Un cle Sam would say
“We Want You”. If would like to help
with Field Day 2004, please e-mail me at 
kf4mmf@arrl.net . ARRL Field Day
2004 will be June 25-27. Hope to see you
there with the rest of us gob blers, hav -
ing lots o’ fun call ing CQ on be half of
the Big Fat Tur key.

73, Chris, KF4MMF
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