
From the Pres i dent - Spring
Cleaning

While sweep ing out win ter’s cob -
webs, I’ve as sem bled this brief spring
pot pourri.
An tenna Safety

Spring’s fine weather beckons the
ham to the roof-top and tower-top. Be
safe not only while you’re up there, but
get ting up and down as well!
HR1478

House Res o lu tion 4720 re gard ing
“rea son able ac com mo da tion” of ham
an ten nas never came to a vote dur ing
the last ses sion of con gress. It has been
re-in tro duced by Rep. Steve Is rael
(D-NY) and thir teen co-spon sors as HR
1478. For de tails, see
www.arrl.org/govrelations/hr1478,
where the text of both bills if avail able.
Should you feel so in clined, write your
con gress man — for most of us, Bud
Cramer — urg ing his sup port for the
bill.
HARC Mem ber ship List

Our sec re tary and MS-Ac cess guru
has pre pared a list of the cur rent mem -
ber ship which we hope to pub lish in an
up com ing VOX (per haps even this
one!). Per mu ta tions of this list are avail -
able by name, call, and call suf fix, to
tickle those neu rons in what ever way
works for you. Thanks, Rolf! Based on
dis cus sions at the April 11th meet ing,
the con sen sus is that for now we will not 
pub lish this in for ma tion on the HARC
web site.
Nom i nating Com mit tee

Chris Reed, KF4MMF, and Tom
Duncan, KG4CUY, the nom i nat ing
com mit tee for 2003, and are charged
with pre par ing the bal lot for 2003-2004
HARC of fi cer elec tions which will be
upon us in a flash. Those in ter ested in
serv ing as of fi cers for the up com ing
year, please con tact us.
Huntsville Hamfest Li ai son

George Duncan, K4TFJ, has been ap -
pointed HARC li ai son to the Huntsville
Hamfest. We hope to have all bases

manned to en sure this Au gust’s
hamfest goes off with out a hitch.
Thanks George and Wally Wil son,
K4YBT, for vol un teer ing for this slot.

73, Tom Duncan, KG4CUY
Pro gram Sched ule for May

02-MAY-03 DXing with PSK/RTTY
Tim - KU4J

09-MAY-03 Mod u la tion show and
tell Tom - KG4CUY

16-MAY-03 VOX night
23-MAY-03 EchoLink Rolf - K4RGG
30-MAY-03 Auc tion night 

In The Good Ol’Days Of Boat
An chors

I have heard it said that all hams are
weird.    I, of course am the ex cep tion.
How ever, I do have a rea son ably so -
phis ti cated sat el lite sta tion on one side 
of my op er at ing po si tion and a “boat
an chor” sta tion on the other.   For the
very few that are not fa mil iar with the
term “boat an chor” it is a buzz word for 
an tique ra dio sta tion.    To take this de -
scrip tion one step fur ther boat an chors 
are AM sta tions.   AM be ing Am pli tude 
Mod u la tion.    Or some times re ferred
to by the less en light ened as An cient
Mod u la tion. 
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HUNTSVILLE
AMATEUR

RADIO CLUB

Huntsville Amateur Radio
Club Information
Club Officers 
President: 

Tom Duncan, KG4CUY
Duncan1@ds-s.com

Vice President:
Tim Cunningham, N8DEU

 Tim_cunningham@mindspring.com

Secretary: 
Rolf Goedhart K4RGG.

k4rgg@arrl.net
Treasurer: 

Heath Thorson, KC4HRX, 722-0250
hthorson@knology.net

The club's ad dress is Box 423,
Huntsville, Ala. 35804. Meet ings are held 
each Fri day night at 7:30 P.M. at the
Amer i can Red Cross Build ing, 1101
Wash ing ton Street. Dues are $12.00 per
year, fam ily mem ber ships are $15.00 per
year. The club main tains a Web Site at
“http://www.harc.net”

The North Alabama Repeater
Association operates repeaters on 146.34
/ 146.94, 147.78 / 147.18, 223.34 /
224.94and 448.5 / 443.5. NARA dues are
$16.00 per year and may be sent to
NARA at P.O. Box 18941 Huntsville, AL
35804-8941. 

The club's packet radio interest group,
HUNTSPAC, maintains an extensive
packet network for the Huntsville area.
Dues for use of this network are $15.00
per year, and can be paid through the
HARC Secretary-Treasurer listed above.

The club's ATV special interest group,
TVATV operates an ATV repeater. It's
input frequency is 439.25 MHz and its
output is 421.25 MHz. A voice
coordination repeater is operated with
output frequency of 145.33 MHz, input
600 kHz down.

The Vox is pub lished the third Fri day
of each month ex cept for August. Edi tor
of the Vox is Frank Emens, W4HFU,
3714 Lake wood Cir cle, Hunts ville, Ala.
35811 or fe mens@hiwaay.net. Ma te rial
of in ter est to the HARC mem ber ship
should be sub mit ted to the edi tor by the
sec ond Fri day of the month of
publication. 

“Vox”, Vol 43, Nr 5, May, 2003
A Newsletter published monthly except 

for August by the Huntsville Amateur
Radio Club, P.O. Box 423, Huntsville, AL
35804

CAVEC Ama teur Ra dio Li cense Ex ams

Exam ses sions are held the first Sat ur -
day of each month un less a hol i day

causes the ses sion to be de layed for one
week.

Up com ing ses sions are:
Sat ur day, May 3
Sat ur day, June 7

For in for ma tion con tact:

Larry Frost, KR4GU, 536-4154
kr4gu@hamfest.org

Or
Don Tun still, W4NO, 536-3904

dontunstill@hamfest.org



Most pres ent day boat an chor en thu -
si ast likely sub scribe to the email server
for those “less weird” hams that dab ble
in re build ing and op er at ing AM gear
(boat an chors).    On that server re cently
were some very en ter tain ing sto ries
about TVI (Tele vi sion In ter fer ence) in
the good ol’days.     Which brings me to
the point of this story.   

Back in the late 50’s early 60’s I had an
Elmac AF-67 un der the dash of my 56
Chevy (Other than Mike, my son, Paul
WB4UEE, may be the only young ham
amongst us that knows what an Elmac is 
– and I’ll bet he knows).   I used it both
mo bile and fixed (some things never
change – broke then – broke now!).   I
worked for Brown En gi neering, in the
HIC build ing.   (Two more “boat an -
chors” – the HIC build ing no lon ger ex -
ists and Brown is now Teledyne). 

As I was re turn ing home from work
one early sum mer af ter noon, I was
stopped by a traf fic light on Me rid ian
Street, right in front of a TV re pair shop
(Pop Gun’s TV Re pair – a now non ex ist -
ing boat an chor busi ness).    In side the
build ing, with the doors opened – (boat
an chor air con di tion ing) stood a tech ni -
cian busily ad just ing a prob a bly freshly
re paired TV set.   Back in those boat an -
chor TV days, there were no lo cal UHF
sta tions and the clos est VHF sta tion was
in Bir ming ham.    Sig nals were ob vi -
ously weak and to fur ther com pli cate a
boat an chor ham’s life some boat an chor 
TV sets had a 21 Mhz IF.    

Of course, you know what hap pened.   
The TV had a re ally good (by boat an -
chor stan dards) snowy pic ture.    I hit the 
trans mit but ton on my T-17 (I think that
was the boat an chor des ig na tion for the
car bon, mil i tary sur plus, air craft mike

that I was us ing).    The TV pic ture
went roll ing six ways from Sunday.   
The tech grabbed his ad just ing tool
and dug into the TV set.    I let go of the
mike.    The nice snowy pic ture
popped right back in.    He backed
away to ad mire his ge nius ad just ment
and Yep, you guessed it, I hit the mike
but ton again.   

I sat at the light long enough to re -
peat this ex er cise 3 times.   Each time
the tech looked more puz zled.    It
could have been that the light saved
my life as had he re al ized what was
go ing on, what with me stuck in traf fic
(prob a bly a long boat an chor line of 3
cars), he may have placed some cal i -
bra tion bumps on my boat an chor
head.

To my knowl edge, he never knew
what had hap pened and I never both -
ered to drop in and tell him.

                    Page 2

May, 2003 Vox

HARC ACTIVITY CALENDAR FOR
May, 2003

Sunday Mon day Tues day Wednes day Thurs day Fri day Sat ur day

27 28 29
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

30
South east Linked
Re peater Net 2000
on 442.775

1
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

2
HARC Meet ing

DXing with
PSK/RTTY Tim, 
KU4J

3  CAVEC Exams
Red Cross Build ing,
0900

B’ham Hamfest, Bir -
ming ham, AL

*TWIAR

4
Bir ming ham Hamfest

5 6
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

7
South east Linked 
Re peater Net 2000
on 442.775

8
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

9
HARC Meet ing

Mod u la tion Show &
Tell, Tom Duncan,
KG4CUY

10
John son County
ARC, Moun tain City,
TN

*TWIAR

11 12 13
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

14
South east Linked 
Re peater Net 2000
on 442.775

15
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

16
HARC Meet ing
Vox Night

Dayton Hamvention

17
Dayton Hamvention
Dayton, OH

*TWIAR

18
Dayton Hamvention

19 20
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

21
South east Linked 
Re peater Net 2000
on 442.775

22
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

23
HARC Meet ing

EchoLink Rolf,
K4RGG

24

*TWIAR

25 26 27
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

28
South east Linked 
Re peater Net 2000
on 442.775

29
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

30
HARC Meet ing

Auction

31

*TWIAR

*TWIAR -- This Week In Amaterur Ra dio, +442.775 PL203.5 Hz 8 PM Ev ery Sat ur days
ATV Net @ 20:00, Check in on 145.33, Tuesdays
South east Linked Re peater Net on +442.775, PL 203.5 Hz @ 20:00, Wednes days
Mad i son County Emer gency Net on 34/94 @19:30, Thursdays
SkyWarn Net on 147.24 @ 20:00, Thursdays



For what it is worth, I still have the
boat an chor 56 Chevy and the boat an -
chor AF-67 trans mit ter.    If they ever
come out with any thing better, I may
trade up!

73, Bob Fanning, K4VB (boat anchor –
K4OWV)

Seventh Annual Southeastern
VHF Society Conference

Greet ings, The South east ern VHF So -
ci ety in vites you to join us in Huntsville,
Al a bama April 25 & 26, 2003 for the Sev -
enth An nual South east ern VHF So ci ety
Con fer ence. 

The con fer ence will be held at the
Huntsville Marriott, 5 Tran quil ity Base,
next door to the US Space and Rocket
Cen ter. Men tion the SVHFS Con fer ence 
when call ing the Marriott Res er va tions
De part ment, toll free, at (888) 299-5174.
The lo cal phone num ber for the ho tel is
256-830-2222, the FAX num ber is
256-895-0904. 

Fam ily pro gram: The Huntsville Area
Young La dies Am a teur Ra dio Club is or -
ga niz ing the fam ily pro gram. There will
be lots of things to do that will keep the

fam ily busy and happy dur ing the
week end. 

Ac tiv ities: As in years past, we will
have an ex cit ing pro gram with pre sen -
ta tions from ac com plished VHF+ am a -
teur ra dio en thu si asts from around the
coun try. We will also have an tenna gain
mea sure ments (in clud ing the 1296 back
scratcher com pe ti tion), pre-amp gain
and noise fig ure mea sure ments, the Fri -
day eve ning flea mar ket with ven dor
dis plays, the Sat ur day af ter noon auc -
tion, and of course, the Sat ur day eve -
ning ban quet, which is open to
ev ery one. Draw ings for the no to ri ously
en vi able door prizes will fol low the ban -
quet. 

SMT Work shop: New this year is a
FREE sur face mount tech nol ogy sol der -
ing work shop for Fri day (time to be an -
nounced). Steve Costro N2CEI of DEMI
has gra ciously of fered to con duct the
work shop. It will be “hands on” with a
chance for the par tic i pants to learn and
prac tice proper tech niques for sol der ing 
SMT de vices. The class is lim ited to 15
par tic i pants on a first come first served
ba sis. 

An tenna com pe ti tion: We will also
be hav ing a 1296 homebrew an tenna
com pe ti tion based on the “Mouser
Elec tron ics” back scratch ers that were
given out at the 2002 Con fer ence Ban -
quet. Gain will be con firmed on the
2003 Con fer ence An tenna Range.
Rules for the com pe ti tion are posted
on the website. 

ANNUAL SVHFS AUCTION: One
of the most fun ac tiv i ties at the con fer -
ence is our an nual fund rais ing auc -
tion held on Sat ur day af ter noon. Our
auc tion eer is the ir re press ible Ray Rec -
tor WA4NJP. The Ray ‘show’ is not to
be missed. Just watch out that he does -
n’t call for new bids on your item while 
you are try ing to pay for it!! Ray al -
ways has a good time and you will too. 
Please bring items to do nate for the
auc tion. Do nated items are tax de duct -
ible and we will give you a re ceipt let -
ter on re quest. Bring your stuff in and
be amazed at how much Ray can make 
for the so ci ety with it. You’ll be so im -
pressed at how much it’s worth, you’ll
be try ing to buy it back! See you at the
Auc tion. 

Vox     May, 2003
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NOISE FIGURE/GAIN TESTING: We
have had the of fer of equip ment and ex -
pe ri enced op er a tors to ex tend Preamp
NF and Gain test ing to equip ment thru
24 GHz. Here is your op por tu nity to get
some rare test ing done if you have gear
for the mi cro wave bands. Be sure to
make note on your reg is tra tion form
(and see be low). 

ANTENNA GAIN TESTING: Again,
due to some very gen er ous help we are
able to ex tend the An tenna test ing to 10
GHz. An other great op por tu nity for the
microwavers among us. We must re al is -
ti cally limit to no more than 1 me ter dish 
size though. Make note on your reg is -
tra tion form. Only if you have
ALREADY sent in your reg is tra tion to
the con fer ence and wish to ADD a mi -
cro wave band an tenna or preamp,
please e-mail your re quest to
k4sz@arrl.net to put your equip ment
on the lists. 

For more in for ma tion about the con -
fer ence and the South east ern VHF So ci -
ety please check our website
http://www.svhfs.org/ 

73 , Greg, W4OZK
From The Secretary:

In the April 11th meet ing we de cided
to pub lish an other HARC mem ber ship
ros ter. I have never seen the last pub -
lished ros ter, but Tom, our pres i dent, as -
sured me he still uses his on a weekly
ba sis. So it’s time for a new one.

Be fore pub lish ing the fi nal ver sion we 
are in clud ing your cur rent in for ma tion
in the VOX so you have a chance to ver -
ify and up date your in for ma tion be fore
we print the fi nal ver sion. Fam ily mem -
bers are not in cluded in this list, as we
do not keep sep a rate ad dresses for
them. 

Please check your call sign, cor rect
spell ing of your name, ad dress and
e-mail ad dress.

Send an e-mail to Heath and Frank in
the fol low ing cases:

• Your name/call ad dress or e-mail
ad dress needs to be up dated 

• If your email ad dress is miss ing
and you like to have yours
in cluded

• Your name / call sign is miss ing:
send us all info and the date you
paid/re newed your mem ber ship.

Your e-mail ad dress will not be used
other than for im por tant club up dates.
We will send the fi nal ver sion of the ros -
ter in the VOX and in a PDF file via
e-mail. For pri vacy rea sons it will not be
posted on the web.

The fi nal ver sion of the Ros ter will
have quick search lists by Call sign, First
name, and call Sign suf fix. We will in -
clude fam ily mem bers in the quick
search list as well.

So please check your data and email
changes to: hthorson@knology.net and
femens@hiwaay.net ASAP, so we can
in clude the ros ter in the next VOX.

73, Rolf Goedhart K4RGG 
The Editor’s Wastebasket

It sad dens me to an nounce the pass -
ing of Jim Chan dler, WA4LAF yes ter day 
in Bir ming ham. He was ac tive in HARC
some 30 years ago and re sumed at tend -
ing meet ings about a year ago un til he
suf fered a stroks sev eral months ago.

I en joyed the pre sen ta tion on IRLP
last week. It’s great to see Am a teur Ra -
dio is con tin u ing to keep abreast of
changes in tech nol ogy. 

Ev ery ham knows that the per for -
mance of an an tenna sys tem is im -
proved by one db for ev ery five de grees
be low freez ing the tem per a ture is when
it is in stalled. Un for tu nately it is too late
to take ad van tage of frost bite gain again
un til Oc to ber or No vem ber, but we are
ap proach ing the sea son when an tenna
work is a real plea sure -- any ex cuse to
get out side is valid. Of course the same
thing appleis to fish ing, boat ing, sight -
see ing, gar den ing and a bunch of other
ac tiv i ties that you might find more at -
trac tive than work ing on that an tenna.

It won’t be long be fore the nom i nat -
ing com mit tee is work ing to find a slate
of of fi cers to carry on with HARC for the 
next year. 

Then it is Field Day and then
Hamfest. I hope you can find enough
am a teur ra dio ac tiv i ties to keep you
en ter tained for the next few months.

73, Frank Emens, W4HFU
May Hamfests:

May 3-4, 2003. Al a bama State Con -
ven tion, Bir ming ham, Al a bama. Con -
tact Ellis Dob bins, K4LI at
205-608-1866 or k4li@arrl.net . See
http://www.w4cue.com . Ad mis sion is
$5.00, kids are free. Talk-in is 146.454
MHz.

May 10, 2003. John son County ARC,
Moun tain City, Ten nes see. Con tact
Frank Liberstein, W4FRL at
423-727-0723 or quailrun@pre -
ferred.com . See
http://n4nna.net/w4mct.

May 16-18, 2003. Dayton
Hamvention, Dayton Ohio. Con tact
Hamvention Com mit tee at
937-276-6930 or
info@hamvention.org. See
http://www.hamvention.org/.

73, John Farr, KC4ZXX
Flea Market
For Sale: HP8640B Sig nal Gen er a tors

• Several HP8640B option 003
(reverse power protection) signal
generators are available. $ 200
each. Contact Billy Reed,
971-6672.

FOR SALE:
•  Di a mond SG7500A Dual Band

Mo bile An tenna with a Di a mond
K702M Low Pro file Mag netic
Mount $60 

• FOR SALE: Yaesu FT50R Dual
Band HT (with original
accessories) Also includes a Yaesu 
MH-34 speaker microphone, the
EDC-5B DC adapter, a Maha
MH-FNB-41 Battery, and a Pryme 
SPM-400 earpiece/mini boom
microphone All for $165.

 Con tact Carl, K4CHR at 721-7899 or
k4chr@arrl.net

May, 2003 Vox
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