
From The Prez
The Elec tion of new club of fi cers will

be June 1, 2001. Ernie Blair and Jared
Cassidy are serv ing as the nom i nat ing
com mit tee. We need a Pres i dent, Vice
Pres i dent, Trea surer, and Sec re tary will -
ing to be nom i nated and serve as of fi -
cers for the com ing year. Any one who
would like to serve, or knows some one
who would make a good HARC of fi cer,
please con tact Ernie or Jared. Of course,
nom i na tions can be made from the floor
at the June 1 meet ing.

Pro grams for May are:
May 4, Fire ex tin guisher/pre ven tion
May 11, Fab ri ca tion of tower guy

wires
May 18, VOX
May 25, Black smith ing by Bill Rich -

ard son, W4LRE
The club voted to go ahead with re -

plac ing the guy wires now be ing used
on the field day tow ers with more user
friendly wire rope and hard ware. This
should make putt ing up and tak ing
down the tow ers much safer and eas ier
on Field Day. I would like to in clude the
en tire club in the ac tual fab ri ca tion of
the new guy wires. This pro ject will be
lots of fun and a learn ing ex pe ri ence
that we can all ap ply to putt ing up our
own an ten nae as well as those at Field
Day. We have al ready ac cu mu lated
some of the nec es sary items and had
one meet ing de voted to this pro ject, and 
plan to have more be fore Field Day
week end June 22-24.

Thanks to all who have helped us
have some very in ter est ing pro grams
this year, es pe cially those who brought
at least a dozen pieces of Col lins Ra dio
gear for show and tell on March 23. It
takes par tic i pa tion by ev ery one to have
a re ally good am a teur ra dio club, and
we do have a good one.

73, John Morris, K4XH
From: Eugene J Finch
geneandalma@juno.com
To: femens@hiwaay.net
Date: Wed, 28 Mar 2001 18:13:01 -0800

Subject: Missed Oldtimers Night
Hello Frank, It’s doubt ful that we

have ever met or talked on the ra dio. If
so, I don’t re mem ber it. Any way I was
sur prised to re ceive the email from you
on changes to the VOX pub li ca tion. I am 
new to the world of per sonal com put ers
as you might guess since my key board
skills are quite a bit less then de sired. I
had hoped to get to the old tim ers meet -
ing but just could not make it. I’m 71
years old so I prob a bly qual ify as and
old timer.The han dle is Gene and my
call is KW4D.

I had noted in a re cent VOX a write up 
men tion ing a Na tional re ceiver NC57.
That as I re call was my first re ceiver and
I re mem ber lis ten ing on 10 me ters and
hear ing a very strong sig nal on phone. I
zero beat on the sig nal with my trans -
mit ter think ing boy I was go ing to get a
good re sponse to his CQ. I called him
sev eral times with out any re sponse. I
be came quite frus trated and up set that
he would not come back to me. I finaly
gave up but later dis cov ered what was
hap pen ing . The re ceiver had very lit tle
Im age Fre quency re jec tion and that was 
what I was hear ing. I could have kept
call ing for ever with out re sponse. I guess 
the moral of the story is don’t get on the
other guy"s case till your sure about
what"s go ing on. I later bought a dual
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Huntsville Amateur Radio
Club Information
Club Officers: 
President, 

John Morris, K4XH
K4XH@aol.comt

Vice President, 
Paul Paelian, WB4UEE

Secretary, 
Brian Bender, KD4FGL
kd4fgl@mindspring.com

Treasurer, 
Heath Thorson, KC4HRX, 774-3098

hthorson@hiwaay.net

The club's ad dress is Box 423, Huntsville, 
Ala.  35804. Meet ings are held each
Fri day night at 7:30 P.M. at the
Amer i can Red Cross Build ing, 1101
Wash ing ton Street. Dues are $12.00 per
year, fam ily mem ber ships are $15.00 per
year. The club main tains a Web Site at
“http://www.harc.net”

The North Alabama Repeater
Association operates repeaters on 146.34
/ 146.94, 147.78 / 147.18, 223.34 /
224.94and 448.5 / 443.5. NARA dues are
$16.00 per year and may be sent to
NARA at P.O. Box 18941 Huntsville, AL 
35804-8941. 

The club's packet radio interest group,
HUNTSPAC, maintains an extensive
packet network for the Huntsville area.
Dues for use of this network are $15.00
per year, and can be paid through the
HARC Secretary-Treasurer listed above.

The club's ATV special interest group,
TVATV operates an ATV repeater. It's
input frequency is 439.25 MHz and its
output is 421.25 MHz. A voice
coordination repeater is operated with
output frequency of 145.33 MHz, input
600 kHz down.

The Vox is pub lished the third Fri day
of each month ex cept for August. Edi tor
of the Vox is Frank Emens, W4HFU,
3714 Lake wood Cir cle, Hunts ville, Ala.
35811 or fe mens@hiwaay.net. Ma te rial
of in ter est to the HARC mem ber ship
should be sub mit ted to the edi tor by the
sec ond Fri day of the month of
publication. 

“Vox”, Vol 41,  Nr 5, May, ‘01
A Newsletter published monthly except 

for August by the Huntsville Amateur
Radio Club, P.O. Box 423, Huntsville, AL  

CAVEC Ama teur Ra dio Li cense Ex ams

Exam  ses sions are held the first Sat ur -
day of each month un less a holi day

causes the ses sion to be de layed for one
week.

Up com ing ses sions are:

Sat ur day, May 7

Sat ur day, June 2

For in for ma tion con tact:

Larry Frost, KR4GU, 379-3582

Or

Don Tun still, W4NO, 536-3904



con ver sion re ceiver which took care of
the Im age Fre quency prob lem. The new 
re ceiver was an NC303. Maybe you will
re mem ber that one un less it"s be fore
your time. It prob a bly is con sid ered in
the boat an chor catagory now.

 An other lit tle story I feel com pelled to 
bore you with is as fol lows. In the early
1950"s I worked for two AM broad cast
sta tions up north in Rhode Is land.I
worked for one sta tion for a pe riod of
time and later worked for the other.
One sta tion was on 1110kc and the other 
sta tion was on 1220kc. They were both1
KW power level and lim ited to day light
hours. While I was work ing for the sta -
tion on 1220 kc we be gan re ceiv ing com -
plaints that our sta tion could be heard
loud and clear on 1000 kc (right in the
mid dle of the stan dard broad cast band)
in cer tain ar eas . The two sta tions were
about 5 miles apart .It was in the area be -
tween the two sta tions where we re -
ceived the most com plaints. To make a
long story a lit tle shorter what was hap -
pen ing was that our fun da men tal fre -
quency 1220kc was beat ing against the
sec ond har monic of the sta tion on 1110
kc (which is 2220 kc). The re sult ing 1000
kc sig nal was the differance fre quency. I
later found out while work ing for the
sta tion on 1110 kc that the sta tion had
recived sev eral citatations from the FCC

for ex ces sive 2nd har monic ra di a tion.
The trans mit ter was a Col lins high level
mod u la tion type and Col lins had rec -
om mended a fix which later re sulted in
the so lu tion. The moral of this item is to
be aware of those pesky har mon ics.

Hope I have not taken too much of
your valuble time read ing the mem oirs
of an old timer.

Best 73, Gene Finch KW4D 
geneandalma@juno.com

12-Step Program For Therapy
Here’s a lit tle some thing to do on a

rainy sunday af ter noon, once you’ve
cleared up the “must-do” list. The
beauty of this pro ject is that not only do
you get to to tally de stroy some thing
that’s al ready bro ken, but you can cre -
ate some thing new and ar tis tic to boot!
(pun in tended as you shall see) Also, all
you dads and grandads have a real op -
por tu nity to teach kids how things work 
and how to be safe around ma chin ery.
All of us are fa mil iar with hard-drives.
Or are we? Find out for your self! You
will need these fol low ing items:

• 1) A BAD COMPUTER HARD
DRIVE. Al most any fla vor will do,
but for ed u ca tional and ar tis tic
pur poses you will need to
scrounge for an old one.
Some thing large and heavy is

ideal, like the 80’s vin tage drives
that had around 500MB ca pac ity
and weighed 20 pounds and cost
$500. These can be found at any
hamfest rang ing in cost from free
to $10. Some times they are sold as
dis pos able boat-anchors. Look for
the tell-tale rope.

• 2) A DRILL-PRESS. While a
hand-drill will suf fice for this
pro ject, you need the right
equip ment to gain the most
en joy ment and ed u ca tion. If you
do not own one, shame on you!
Ev ery body owns a  drill-press. Run 
out right now and buy one. We’ll
wait un til you get back. No, re ally!
If you in sist on do ing this pro ject
with a lame hand-drill, please see
item #5..."safety equip ment".

• 3) VARIOUS HAND TOOLS.
Again, ev ery body owns these and
knows how to use them. If you
don’t, there is a good chance that
maybe you  should n’t be out in
pub lic un su per vised, eh?
Spe cifically; vise-grips and/or
pli ers, a ham mer, a small pry-bar
(oth er wise known as a worn-out
flat-head screw driver),
phillips-head screw driv ers. It’s
al ways good to have a pro pane
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HARC ACTIVITY CALENDAR FOR
May, 2001

Sunday Mon day Tues day Wednes day Thurs day Fri day Sat ur day

29 30
Chris tian Fel low ship
Net 2100 on 145.33

1
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

2
South east Linked Re -
peater Net1900 on
147.240

3
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

4
HARC Meet ing
Fire Ex tin guishers &
Fire Prevention

5
CAVEC Exams, 0900
at Red Cross build ing

BhamFest, 5 & 6

6
Bir ming ham
Hamfest,
Day 2

7
Chris tian Fel low ship
Net 2100 on 145.33

8
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

9
South east Linked Re -
peater Net1900 on
147.240

10
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

11
HARC Meet ing
Fab ri ca tion of Guy
Wires for FD Towers

12
John son County ARC 
Hamfest, Moun tain
City TN

13 14
Chris tian Fel low ship
Net 2100 on 145.33

15
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

16
South east Linked Re -
peater Net1900 on
147.240

17
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

18
Vox Night & So cial
Night

19
Statesboro Hamfest,
Statesboro, GA

20 21
Chris tian Fel low ship
Net 2100 on 145.33

22
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

23
South east Linked Re -
peater Net1900 on
147.240

24
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

25
HARC Meet ing
Black smith Demo by
Bill Rich ard son,
W4LRE

26

27 28
Chris tian Fel low ship
Net 2100 on 145.33

29
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

30
South east Linked Re -
peater Net1900 on
147.240

31
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

1
HARC Meet ing

Elec tion of Of fi cers
for 2001/2002 

2
CAVEC Exams, 0900
at Red Cross Bldg.



torch ready, just in case. Not to be
used, but only serve to in tim i date
the equip ment be ing worked on.
You will also need a 1/16" and a
3/16" drill bit. Make that sev eral if
you’re ac ci dent-prone or
ham-fisted.

• 4) A FEW FEET OF 30-GAUGE
INSULATED/SOLID WIRE AND
SEVERAL NAILS OR SCREWS.
(trust me on this one)

• 5) SAFETY EQUIPMENT. Ev ery
se ri ous hob by ist al ready has this
stuff, just don’t for get to use it.
This would be safety gog gles,
ban dages, hy dro gen-peroxide,
tweez ers, and “Un cle Freddy’s
Home Su ture Kit” (not sold in
stores). 

OK kids, gather around and let’s start
our pro ject. But wait! First grab a cold
bev er age of your choice. You might be
glad you did. And kids... if dad ut ters
some words you never heard be fore,
don’t worry. And don’t re peat them.
Just re mem ber, new words are a di rect
re sult of drill ing through your thumb -

nail. It’s a per fectly nat u ral re ac tion.
• STEP ONE: Lo cate your 3/16"

drill-bit and place in drill-press.
This is best done with the drill
OFF! Make sure the bit and all
bev er ages are firmly se cured.

• STEP TWO: Re move the
cir cuit-board from the hard drive.
Be sure to ex plain how it takes all
this fancy elec tronic wiz ardry just
to tell the clunky mag netic
swing-arm in side the box how far
to swing and when.

• STEP THREE: Pro ceed to drill out
the screws hold ing the case-halves
to gether. There are some
“pro ject-purists” that might be
in clined to buy the cor rect tool to
re move these spe cial screws. These 
peo ple are not nor mal, and should
be avoided at all cost.

• STEP FOUR: Sep a rate the case
halves. Make sure you did n’t miss
any hid den screws; those nutty
man u fac tur ers like to hide them
un der silly stick ers that say things

like “re mov ing this sticker will void 
war ranty”.

•  STEP FIVE: Re move the guts of
the drive. At this point (if all went
well) you should be hold ing a stack 
of shiny plat ters and a
clunky-looking dead thing that
used to be the read/write heads
be fore you de stroyed them in
re moval. How these things are
as sem bled is still a closely guarded
se cret.

• STEP SIX: Throw out the
swingarm-thing and the
case-halves. Try to clean up the
mess a lit tle bit...the women-folk
are due home soon, and they
gen er ally frown on this type stuff.
Re mem ber, metal shav ings and
bear ing grease on the car pet is a
BAD thing! (go fig ure)

• STEP SEVEN: Take a short break
and ex plain how do ing this in the
liv ing-room with 20 peo ple
watch ing is per fectly nor mal. Then
make sure your dog-house has a

                          Page 3

Vox May, 2001



blan ket; you’ll be need ing it.

• STEP EIGHT: Lo cate the stack of
shiny plat ters with mo tor at tached. 
Drill out the re main ing screws that
holds it all to gether. You may have
to pry and tap with a ham mer to
get the thing apart. Try not to
dam age the plat ters! At this point,
you should have 4-8 shiny plat ters
and a mo tor. Dis card the mo tor.

• STEP NINE: Lo cate your 1/16" drill
bit and drill a hole in each plat ter,
about 1/8" from the out side edge.
Then use the larger drill and/or
X-Acto knife to smooth out the
hole. Cau tion: X-Acto blades are
dan ger ous!

• STEP TEN: Tie a one-foot piece of
wire to each plat ter. Wrap the wire
around it self about ten times
where it goes through the hole.

• STEP ELEVEN: Lo cate a
con ve nient over hang on your
house, like at the car port or front
door, and in stall one nail (or screw) 
for ev ery plat ter you have, and
po si tion these hang ers about 3"
apart or so.

• STEP TWELVE: At tach the wires
for the plat ters on the screws with
a few turns and then trim the wire.

VOILA! High-tech wind-chimes.
73, Chris WB4UFQ

2001 HARC Field Day
Well it is time to start think ing about

Field Day. Field Day op er a tions will run
from June 22-24. Our Field Day site this
year will again be at Intergraph.  Our
thanks go out to thank Larry Frost,
KR4GU for co or di nat ing the site for us.
The lay out should be about the same as
last year.   Be low is a list ing of our
sta tion man ag ers for Field Day 2001:

• Tim Cunningham, N8DEU
Satellite/Packet

• Chuck Lewis, N4NM / Mike
Maples, K4ADK 20/80 CW

• Bill Walker, KX4V  40/15 CW

• *Ray Smith, AB4JI  20 SSB

• Jared Cassidy, KQ4VT  15/75 SSB

• *John Farr, KC4ZXX  40 SSB

• OPEN,  Novice (this will probably
be the last year for the Novice

station option)
* a cou ple of the above man ag ers are

still un con firmed
2001 Field Day com mit tee chairs:
• Bill Walker, KX4V / Jared Cassidy,

KQ4VT FD Co-Chair

• Don Tunstill, W4NO  Tower
erection/teardown

• Robby Sperr, KF4LFQ  FD Power
and Light

• George Duncan, K4TFJ  Campers

• Peggy Bell, KE4EGB  Picnic
We will try to have a Field Day pro -

gram for HARC on June 1 to out line
how FD works, times, op er at ing pro ce -
dures....gen eral over view stuff. We
need as many sta tion and com mit tee
chairs there as pos si ble to go over sta -
tion lo ca tion, re cruit op er a tors, etc. 

As in the past we will need a lot of
help on Fri day af ter noon putt ing up
tow ers and an ten nas and on Sunday af -
ter noon.  Setup will start at 1PM on Fri -
day.  If you can stop by and help, please
do.

Last year some of our sta tions did not
re ally have enough op er a tors to go
around the clock.  Each sta tion needs
about 8 to 12 op er a tors to func tion com -
fort ably.  Please con tact the sta tion man -
ag ers above if you would like to op er ate. 

You don’t have to be a super contester
to op er ate, just a de sire to op er ate dur -
ing HARC’s Field Day event.  **Note
that says “HARC’s Field Day event,” it’s
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Dis count Card
The bearer of this
ad is a mem ber of the 
Aa teur Ra dio Com mu -
nity of Hunts ville
and is en ti tled to a
$10.00 dis count on
all serv ices per -
formed by Mei neke
Dis count Muf flers,
10033 South Memorial 
Park way, Hunts -
ville, AL 
(256)882-0365.
“At MEINEKE, you’ll
get a lot...but
you’re not go ing to
pay a lot!”
This of fer not valid with
any other of fers or dis -
counts. Pre sent at time of
pur chase.

Don Tunstill, W4NO, pres ents a plaque com mem o rat ing FIFTY Years mem ber -
ship in the ARRL to Jim “Hoss” Camp bell, W4YFN at the April 13 meet ing of HARC



not an 8 man op er a tion it is a club event
so it is for ev ery one. 

George Duncan will need 6 or 7 help -
ers to as sist in bring ing out the trail ers.
We are plan ning on uti liz ing 6-7 trail ers. 
If would be great if we can get enough
peo ple to make one trip.  The trail ers are
picked up around 9am on Fri day morn -
ing.  Con tact George if you can help.

We will also have the club pic nic at the 
same lo ca tion on Sat ur day.  For tick ets
and de tails con tact Peggy Bell KE4EGB.
73, Jared, KQ4VT & Bill, KX4V Field Day

Co-Chairs

May Hamfests
May 6 and 7: Al a bama State Con ven -

tion, Bir ming ham ARC Bir ming ham Al -
a bama. Con tact ke4yzk@bellsouth.net.

May 12: John son County ARC, Moun -
tain City, Ten nes see. Con tact John
Hillsman K9HE at 423-727-4889 or
grhackle@pre ferred.com.

May 19: Statesboro ARS, Statesboro,
Geor gia. Con tact Tom Ev ans, KF4YLF at 
912-863-4970, kf4ylf@arrl.net or
http://www.cs.gasou.edu/stars.

73, John Farr, KC4ZXX

An nouncing the ‘01 At lanta
HamFest and Georgia  ARRL
Section Convention 

When: June 2, 2001, Sat ur day: 9 AM - 4 
PM

Where: 116 Acre Jim Miller Park,
Marietta, GA

How much: Tickets: $5.00, un der 16
free

The 2001 At lanta Hamfest will be the
best ever with sev eral clubs par tic i pat -
ing!

We will of fer:
- Large Tail-gate area
- Lots of free park ing
- 20,000 square feet air con di tioned In -

door Mar ket, plus Out side Covered
Show Ring for Flea Mar ket

- RV Camping full hookup for 44
lucky Hams

- Prizes
- Food
- VEC test ing
- Fo rums
 PIC/STAMP con trol ler
 ARRL staffer Brennan Price, NQ4X
 QRP
 AMSAT
 ARES
This is the first of three no tices about

the At lanta Hamfest. We will an nounce
in our next mes sage de tails like

Fleamaket and Tail gate reg is tra tion, Li -
cense ex ams and more...

For more in for ma tion con tact John
Talipsky, KA4VQH, Hamfest Chair man 
at johnjr@talipsky.com, or Penn
McClatchey, K4PE, Pres i dent, At lanta
Ra dio Club at pmm@saf.com

If you wish to be re moved from our
mail ing list, click re ply and en ter
REMOVE in the sub ject box.

Call for Nominations
Elec tions for the 2001-2002 HARC of -

fi cers will be held on June 1 and in stal la -
tion of the newly elected of fi cers will be
June 8.  If you are or know some one
that is in ter ested in be com ing an of fi cer
in “your” club please let it be known to
the nom i nat ing com mit tee or a club of -
fi cer.  The nom i nat ing com mit tee will
be con tact ing po ten tial can di dates in
the com ing weeks so please start think -
ing about what po si tion you might like
to hold.  We would like to be able to
post the nom i na tions in the next VOX,
which goes to press the third week of
May.
73, Ernie Blair, WA4BPS & Jared Cassidy, 

KQ4VT 2001 Nominating Committee co-
chairs 

The Editor’s Wastebasket
This month’s Vox seems to be a lit tle

on the light side. Ap par ently some of
the usual sus pects are busy, out of
pocket, or en grossed in Spring weather
(when it stays around.)

Don’t for get elec tion of of fi cers is set
for the first meet ing in June. Be ready to 
say “yes” if the nom i nat ing com mit tee
ap proaches you about serv ing as an of -
fi cer. It is prob a bly time to be think ing
about nom i na tions for Ham Of The
Year also. 

Con grat u la tions to Jim “Hoss” Camp -
bell, W4YFN, on his Fifty Year ARRL
mem ber ship plaque. Jim was the sec -
ond ham I met when I came to
Huntsville back in nine -
teen-ought-fifty-six. The first one was
Char ley Birdwell, W4THW, who
worked down the hall from me (and in -
tro duced me to Jim.)

You don’t want to miss Bill Rich ard -
son, W4LRE, and his dem on stra tion of
the black smith’s art on May 25. He had
the whole club en thralled last time he
set up his forge and equipment in the
park ing lot for a demonstration.

Flea Mart
I am clean ing out at tic and base ment

con tain ing a lot of ham parts and
euipment. This is pre vi ous gen er a tion
stuff such as tube type trans mit ter and
re ceiver, some test equip ment and com -
po nents (ca pac i tors, re sis tors, trans form -
ers, tubes, crys tals, me ters etc). If any one
is in ter ested in this stuff, please let me
know.

73, Rudy Decher, WB4UGR, 539-7855
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Bill Rich ard son,W4LRE, makes mu sic
with his ham mer and an vil  
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