
From the Pres i dent
I must apol o -

gize to all of you
who went on the
hunt for the
non-ex is tent Fri -
day, Feb ru ary
14th (Val en tine’s
Day) HARC
meet ing and pro -
gram. To re cap
this folly for
those who did n’t
get to ex pe ri ence it first hand, I thought
I heard a pro gram had been sched uled
at the 911 cen ter — in fact, what I heard
per tained to a meet ing there the day be -
fore. At tempts to con firm or deny this
ru mor failed, so a num ber of us went on
a wild goose chase from the Red Cross
to the 911 cen ter, fi nally end ing up at
the IHOP on Uni ver sity. Some who
came to the Red Cross but de cided to
leave be fore the sec ond half of the show
missed driv ing in some pretty lousy
weather. I am sorry for the in con ve -
nience to all of you, and to Ernie Blair,
who we called try ing to fig ure out what
was up.

HARC’s mem ber ship is large and var -
ied. We range in age from young sters to
the young-at-heart (you know who you
are). We rep re sent all sort of oc cu pa -
tions. We have a great many dif fer ent
in ter ests in ad di tion to am a teur ra dio.

If you’d like to share some lit tle tid bit
with HARC, please sub mit it to the
VOX. We’d like to know about your ac -
com plish ments. Maybe you had your
first solo air plane flight. How about
other hob bies? We’ve had some re ally
good hobby pro grams — hang-glid ers
and hum ming birds, for ex am ple — but
just a note in the VOX is fine, too. How
about a ham ra dio ac com plish ment? It
could be get ting your Worked All States
award, but just as well could be your
first PSK-31 QSO.

Al right, you say, you’ve done a lot of
talk ing, now give us an ex am ple. OK, I
will. A cou ple of weeks ago, I took the

Gigaparts gift cer tif i cate card my wife
Janet so thought fully got me for
Christ mas and headed down Uni ver -
sity to the store with the big blue sign.
In side, I was greeted with cus tom ary
hos pi tal ity, headed to the dis play case, 
pointed to a lit tle iam bic pad dle key,
and said “I’d like one of those, please.”
Straight keys which have served me so 
well for al most four years now are be -
gin ning to wear my wrist out af ter
only half a QSO, so I took the plunge
and in vested in this new-fangled tech -
nol ogy. Those first cou ple of QSOs are
still ring ing in the ears of the op er a tors
at the other end - I ex pect to get a few
let ter bomb QSL cards shortly. Now I
have pro vi sion ally mas tered this de -
vice — sev eral “H”s have come out
with ex actly 4 dots!

There you go. Now, let’s hear from you!
N4KMJ -- SK

It is with great sad ness that I am
pass ing the news that Am a teur Ra dio
has lost one of its fin est in Al a bama
and across the South..

Jack Blair, N4KMJ, passed away
from can cer last night.

I met Jack Blair many years ago
through packet ra dio. He was a won -
der ful per son and it was a great plea -
sure to have know him and worked
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Club Officers 
President: 

Tom Duncan, KG4CUY
Duncan1@ds-s.com

Vice President:
Tim Cunningham, N8DEU

 Tim_cunningham@mindspring.com

Secretary: 
Rolf Goedhart K4RGG.

k4rgg@arrl.net
Treasurer: 

Heath Thorson, KC4HRX, 722-0250
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The club's ad dress is Box 423,
Huntsville, Ala. 35804. Meet ings are held 
each Fri day night at 7:30 P.M. at the
Amer i can Red Cross Build ing, 1101
Wash ing ton Street. Dues are $12.00 per
year, fam ily mem ber ships are $15.00 per
year. The club main tains a Web Site at
“http://www.harc.net”

The North Alabama Repeater
Association operates repeaters on 146.34
/ 146.94, 147.78 / 147.18, 223.34 /
224.94and 448.5 / 443.5. NARA dues are
$16.00 per year and may be sent to
NARA at P.O. Box 18941 Huntsville, AL
35804-8941. 

The club's packet radio interest group,
HUNTSPAC, maintains an extensive
packet network for the Huntsville area.
Dues for use of this network are $15.00
per year, and can be paid through the
HARC Secretary-Treasurer listed above.

The club's ATV special interest group,
TVATV operates an ATV repeater. It's
input frequency is 439.25 MHz and its
output is 421.25 MHz. A voice
coordination repeater is operated with
output frequency of 145.33 MHz, input
600 kHz down.

The Vox is pub lished the third Fri day
of each month ex cept for August. Edi tor
of the Vox is Frank Emens, W4HFU,
3714 Lake wood Cir cle, Hunts ville, Ala.
35811 or fe mens@hiwaay.net. Ma te rial
of in ter est to the HARC mem ber ship
should be sub mit ted to the edi tor by the
sec ond Fri day of the month of
publication. 
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for August by the Huntsville Amateur
Radio Club, P.O. Box 423, Huntsville, AL
35804

CAVEC Ama teur Ra dio Li cense Ex ams

Exam ses sions are held the first Sat ur -
day of each month un less a hol i day

causes the ses sion to be de layed for one
week.

Up com ing ses sions are:
Sat ur day, March 1
Sat ur day, Apil 5

For in for ma tion con tact:

Larry Frost, KR4GU, 536-4154
kr4gu@hamfest.org

Or
Don Tun still, W4NO, 536-3904

dontunstill@hamfest.org



with him via packet ra dio. He pro vided
a wide area node sup port ing the tra di -
tional packet BBS net work and worked
in many ways to help pro mote packet
ra dio in the state of Al a bama. He also
main tained an APRS packet node cov er -
ing a wide area in east cen tral Al a bama.
Jack will cer tainly be missed in the ranks 
of Am a teur Ra dio.

Tim - N8DEU Huntsville, Alabama
A Winter’s Tale

We all know how win ter can rav age
an ten nas - re call the ax iom that if your
an ten nas stayed up all last win ter, you
need more (or big ger) an ten nas. My an -
tenna farm con sists of two rather in con -
spic u ous di poles and a be he moth
tem po rary ver ti cal. The di poles have so
far weath ered wind and ice rather well
(knock on wood), and the ver ti cal re -
mains dis as sem bled dur ing nasty

weather. Old Man Win ter dealt me two
les sons none the less, brought on en tirely 
by the low tem per a tures. No ice, no
snow, nei ther rain nor sleet. Just cold.

On an ex cep tion ally clear and cold
Sat ur day af ter noon, I could sense hams
dig ging in for a night of fine re gional
con tacts on 80m, and so dragged out
and as sem bled the 80m ver ti cal. The top
sec tion of this con trap tion is a load ing
coil wound on 2" PVC pipe, and a whip.
The PVC pipe mounts on sup port ing
con duit with some bolts which need be
only fin ger tight, but my fin gers were
use less in the cold. I brought the top sec -
tion and match ing piece of con duit in -
doors, and af ter a few hours of re cov ery
from the trip to the ga rage and back, as -
sem bled them and pro ceeded to brave
the cold again, take the thing out side,
and hoist it up. I con nected the coax to

the match ing net work at the base of
the an tenna and scur ried in side.

A few hours later, I fig ured 80m
would be hop ping, and turned on the
rig. Sig nals seemed a lit tle weaker than 
I had hoped, but I de cided to tune up
any way. My SWR was through the
roof - the an tenna usu ally res o nated
very nicely at around 3540 kHz, but
now even the tuner could n’t han dle it. 
I grabbed the 30 mil lion candlepower
flash light, donned my scarf, bear skin
hat, and dou ble-in su lated coat, and
ven tured into the cold and dark.
Aiming the flash light sky ward, I saw
to my amaze ment that the load ing coil
and whip were top pled over against
the mast. I was fu ri ous, and man aged
to get the an tenna down in re cord
time de spite the cold. I could barely re -
move the sup pos edly fin ger-tight
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HARC ACTIVITY CALENDAR FOR
March, 2003

Sunday Mon day Tues day Wednes day Thurs day Fri day Sat ur day

23 24 25
ATV Net @ 20:00

26
SE Linked Rptr Net
@ 19:00

27
MCEN on 34/94 @
19:30
Skywarn Net @
20:00

28
HARC Meet ing

OLD TIMER’S
NIGHT

1
CAVEC Exams
09:00 at Red Cross
Bldg

Hamfest, Knox ville,
TN

2 3 4
ATV Net @ 20:00

5
SE Linked Rptr Net
@ 19:00 

6
MCEN on 34/94 @
19:30
Skywarn Net @
20:00

7
HARC Meet ing

Em pire of the Air -
Part 1

8

9 10 11
ATV Net @ 20:00

12
SE Linked Rptr Net
@ 19:00 

13
MCEN on 34/94 @
19:30
Skywarn Net @
20:00

14
HARC Meet ing

Spread Spec trum -
Paul Nelson

15
Hamfest, Marietta,
GA

16 17 18
ATV Net @ 20:00

19
SE Linked Rptr Net
@ 19:00

20
MCEN on 34/94 @
19:30
Skywarn Net @
20:00

21
HARC Meet ing

VOX Night

22

23 24 25
ATV Net @ 20:00

26
SE Linked Rptr Net
@ 19:00

27
MCEN on 34/94 @
19:30
Skywarn Net @
20:00

28
HARC Meet ing

Pocket APRS - John
Hilliard

29
Hamfest, Tullahoma, 
TN

30 31 1
ATV Net @ 20:00

2
SE Linked Rptr Net
@ 19:00

3
MCEN on 34/94 @
19:30
Skywarn Net @
20:00

4
HARC Meet ing
Ad ven tures in Phys -
ics - Frank DuVall
(See Pro gram Note)

5
CAVEC Exams
09:00 at Red Cross
Bldg

*TWIAR -- This Week In Amaterur Ra dio, +442.775 PL203.5 Hz 8 PM Ev ery Sat ur days
ATV Net @ 20:00, Check in on 145.33, Tuesdays
South east Linked Re peater Net on +442.775, PL 203.5 Hz @ 19:00, Wednesdays
Mad i son County Emer gency Net on 34/94 @19:30, Thursdays
SkyWarn Net on 147.24 @ 20:00, Thursdays



bolts, even with a screw driver and
wrench. The sur round ing PVC tub ing
had cracked into a mil lion pieces, held
to gether only by the load ing coil’s wind -
ings. Ap par ently the dras ti cally dif fer -
ent tem per a ture co ef fi cients of the steel
con duit and PVC load ing coil fought
each other as the an tenna cooled down
on it’s way from my warm base ment
into the cold sky. The PVC lost the bat -
tle.

With 80m now out of reach, I had to
set tle for 40m: this was no great prob lem 
be yond post pon ing boasts of a mighty
newly-homebrewed an tenna un til an -
other day. Cer tainly over the pe riod of a
few QSOs I would be able to tune the
facts of this mis hap into an im pres sive
tale. I headed for 7050 kHz where one of
the di poles shows a per fect match, look -
ing for QRP ac tiv ity - and heard some of
my flea-pow ered bud dies. Tuning up,
the match was n’t quite as good as I ex -
pected - but suf fi cient to put out the first
edi tion of “Ver ti cal Woes”. I searched
for the best match, and found it up
around 7140. Some mi nor mis hap on
the roof, I told my self, but some one was

call ing, so I set tled in for a few more
QSOs. 

Alas, the next morn ing was a work
day. Home at lunch time, the hound
and I dal lied in the rel a tively balmy
barely sub-freez ing tem per a tures, trop i -
cal com pared to the night be fore.
Enough time for a QSO? Well, maybe. I
turned on the ra dio, and heard the tail
end of a call, fol lowed by PSE K. I should 
be all tuned up - noth ing had been
touched from the night be fore. I an -
swered, and to my as ton ish ment, had
about the same de gree of mis match as I
had seen the night be fore 80 kHz down.
No time to fool around, I had a quickie
QSO and headed back to work.

Head ing home through the arc tic
dark ness that night, the car ther mom e -
ter showed 9 de grees and the heater
waited un til I was only a few blocks
from home to warm me up. Af ter din -
ner, I turned the rig on to find my self
dead on the car rier of Ra dio Zambonia.
Tuning down 2 kHz, I found a some -
what dead spot and let out a QRL? My
per fect match was back!

I have yet to un earth my an cient
Hand book of Chem is try and Phys ics
to search for tem per a ture co ef fi cients - 
maybe cop per-cladded steel an tenna
wire is n’t in it any way. Crude cal cu la -
tions tell me that this 80 kHz shift
could be ac counted for by a 5" short en -
ing of the wire on each di pole leg.
Since my ex pe ri ence, tem per a tures
have mod er ated (said the es kimo). As
far as I’m con cerned, they can con -
tinue to mod er ate: I’ll live with the
mys tery.

73, Tom Duncan, KG4CUY
From The Treasurer 

Well, an other year is upon us and
what a year. It just seems to fly by. We
are now in Feb. 2003. If you were un -
able to come to the HARC/NARA
meet ing on Jan. 10, 2003 you missed
out on a won der ful meet ing. We had
pizza, cake, dounuts, drinks, ETC.
Nara put on a won der ful pre sen ta tion
in clud ing in for ma tion from Ron,
Ralph, Todd, Char lie, John, ETC.
Thank you to Peggy Bell, Tera
Thorson, and Tonia Kratsch for as sist -
ing with ob tain ing and han dling re -
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fresh ments. We still have lots to go with
Old Timers night, field day, hoop ma -
nia, and an other hamfest. Au gust will
be here be fore we know it and will bring 
an other hamfest to us again. Hang in
there all there’s lots left in the year. 

As for the big meet ing, we at tracted
lots of new mem bers and kept lots we al -
ready had, as well as got a few ones from 
a ways back to re turn. All checks that
have been re ceived through Feb. 18,
2003 have been de pos ited and posted in
the da ta base. I would like to ex tend my
thanks to the fol low ing peo ple for as sist -
ing me with da ta base work: Peggy Bell,
Tonia Kratsch, Scott Worsham, and Tera 
Thorson. I have been work ing closely
with Todd from NARA to en sure that
the NARA checks are re ceived in a
timely fash ion as well. He is work ing
hard to get them to Char lie for da ta base
pur poses and then de pos ited in the
bank. Thank you to all mem bers for
your loyal sup port of all our or ga ni za -
tions. Those in clude: NARA, TVATV,
Packet, and HARC. Now to the fun part.
Here is our pro posed bud get through
the end of 2003. This bud get will be
voted on March 7, 2003 at the meet ing. 

Vox print ing and post age es ti mated
around $1550.00. Thanks to Frank
Emens for all of his hard work and ded i -
ca tion to the club for so many years and
his con tin u ing ded i ca tion and help. 

Field Day: Last year we spent $711.59, 
2001 spent $686.35, and we es ti mate
around $700.00 for 2003. 

Sev eral mod i fi ca tions were done to
make field day more safe and in ter est -
ing in those last 2 years as well. 

Thank you to all mem bers who make
field day pos si ble. 

PO Box rental: This item is down from 
our last few years ex penses. In 2002 we
spent $44.45, 2001 $55.00, and in 2000
$64.00. We es ti mate around $50.00 for
2003 to be safe. 

Bulk Mail Per mit: This helps us save
on mail ing. It is con tin u ing to rise for us.
In 2002 we spent $125.00, 2001 $100.00,
and this year it will be $150.00 al ready
paid that one. 

Van Ex penses: This pro ject has been
on hold for sev eral years due to in sur -
ance. Thanks to Bill Grimwood for as -
sist ing us with ob tain ing in sur ance for
the van. We are look ing to get the van
ready to as sist in any club func tion or

any way to help the red cross. Paul
Paelian (WB4UEE) and Brian Bender
(KD4FGL) are in charge of that pro ject.
Some of our expendures on the van in -
clude so far: Tag $33.05, in sur ance
$413.00 an nu ally, main te nance is sues
$77.74 so far. We es ti mate around
$550.00 through the end of 2003. This
fig ure may go up and down the scale as
mod i fi ca tions are done. 

HARC/NARA Mem ber ship Drive:
This is our big meet ing which was once
again won der ful for 2003. In 2002 we
spent $634.46, and for this year spent
$886.42. That fig ure was split with
NARA as well. Thank you to Gigaparts
for do nat ing part of the prizes which
were 2 hand holds given away at the
meet ing. This has al ready been taken
care of and not in cluded in the bud get
for 2003. 

Christmas Party: In 2002 we spent
$191.77, 2001 spent $107.87, and es ti -
mate around $200.00 for 2003. Thank
you to Peggy Bell for han dling all of
that. 

Old Timers Night which is com ing up 
soon. In 2002 we spent around $90.00 so
we es ti mate around $125.00 for this
year. 

Thanks again Peggy for help ing with
that. 

Ad min is tra tive Ex penses: This is for
sup plies like stamps, en ve lopes, pins,
and any other of fi cer ex pense. We es ti -
mate around $200.00 for this giv ing each 
of fi cer around $50.00 if needed. In 2002
we only spent around $45.00 on sup -
plies. 

Misc: These ex penses are for un usual
items which may come up through out
the year. Some ex am ples from 2002 are:
Flowers for var i ous mem bers fam ily for
fu ner als $128.32, an ad di tion to the
HARC website ban ner $11.00, HARC
50th an ni ver sary $180.33, a do na tion to
the Red Cross $500.00, ETC. 

As you can see this fig ure also must go 
up and down the scale de pend ing on
what hap pens. 

 We es ti mate around $225.00 for 2003. 
This will give us bud get of $3600.00 to

com plete 2003. 
Hope this gives you all some ideas of

how money is spent. If you have any
ques tions on your checks be ing re ceived 
shoot me an email at
hthorson@knology.net and I will ver ify

it for you. Stay safe and hope to see
you all at the meet ings. 

73’s Heath (KC4HRX)
The Gig gle Box
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
EVERYBODY THAT WAS BORN
IN MARCH!!

A note from Gig gles: This month
started out re ally sad. Ev ery one was
go ing to cel e brate and wel come home
the Co lum bia crew and then ev ery -
thing changed in a blink of an eye. It is
a re minder to all that when you say
good bye to your friends and rel a tives
that you may wished that you had n’t
said that un kind word be cause that
might be the last word that they heard
from you. You also have to live with
that for the rest of your life. I just heard 
Colin Powell talk about Iraq and it
makes me feel a lit tle in se cure. It’s
ironic that I’m writ ing this on Val en -
tine’s Day. It is sup pose to be a day for
peo ple to love each other and they are
talk ing about the pos si bil ity of war. I
wish that ev ery one could just get
along with each other. I, for one, am
sharp-tongued and need to work on
that a lit tle (a lot). I un der stand that ev -
ery one has a dif fer ence of op tion
about things, but, like my mother used 
to say, “If you have some thing bad to
say about some one, keep it to your -
self.” Pres ently, we live in a free world
and we need to hope and pray that it
stays that way. I hope ev ery one turns
out for the Old Timer’s Nite on the
28th of Feb ru ary. It will be in ter est ing
to hear some of the sto ries from some
of the more ex pe ri enced hams. Hope
to see all of you there.
A Joke or Two
Watermelons

There was a farmer who grew wa -
ter mel ons. He was do ing pretty well,
but he was dis turbed by some lo cal
kids who would sneak into his wa ter -
melon patch at night and eat all his
wa ter mel ons. Af ter some care ful
thought, he came up with a clever idea 
that he thought would scare the kids
away for sure. So he made up a sign
and posted it in the field. The next day, 
the kids show up and they see a sign
say ing “Warn ing! One of the wa ter -
mel ons in this field has been in jected
with cy a nide.” So the kids run off and
make up their own sign and post it
next to the farmer’s sign. The farmer
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shows up the next week and looks over
the field. He no tices that no wa ter mel -
ons are miss ing, but reads the sign next
to his: “Now there are two!!!”
The Amish Elevator Story

An Amish boy and his fa ther were vis -
it ing a mall. They were amazed by al -
most ev ery thing they saw, but
es pe cially by two shiny, sil ver walls that
could move apart and then slide back
to gether again. The boy asked, “What is
this, Fa ther?” The fa ther (never hav ing
seen an el e va tor)re sponded “Son, I have 
never seen any thing like this in my life, I 
don’t know what it is.” While the boy
and his fa ther were watch ing with
amaze ment, a fat, old lady in a wheel
chair rolled up to the mov ing walls and
pressed a but ton. The walls opened and
the lady rolled be tween them into a
small room. The walls closed and the
boy and his fa ther watched the small cir -
cu lar num bers above the walls light up
se quen tially. They con tin ued to watch
un til it reached the last num ber and
then the num bers be gan to light in the
re verse or der. Finally the walls opened
up again and a gor geous, vo lup tuous
24-year-old blonde woman stepped out. 
The fa ther, not tak ing his eyes off the
young woman, said qui etly to his son.
“Go get your mother”.

=====
A Chicken Story

A man was driv ing along a free way
when he no ticed a chicken run ning
along side his car. He was amazed to see
the chicken keep ing up with him be -
cause he was do ing 50 MPH. He ac cel er -
ated to 60 and the chicken stayed right
next to him. He speeded up to 75 MPH
and the chicken passed him up. The
man no ticed the chicken had three legs.
So, he fol lowed to chicken down a road
and ended up at a farm. He got out of
his car and saw that all the chick ens had
three legs. He asked the farmer “What’s
up with these chick ens?” The farmer
said, “Well, ev ery body likes chicken
legs. I bred a three-legged bird. I’m go -
ing to be a mil lion aire.” The man asked
him how they tasted. The farmer said
“Don’t know, have n’t caught one yet.”

=====
A cou ple who’d been mar ried for over 

50 years was sit ting on the sofa. The wife 
said, “Dear, do you re mem ber how you
used to sit close to me?” He moved over
and sat close to her. “Dear” she con tin -

ued, “do you re mem ber how you used
to hold me tight?” He reached over and
held her tight. “And,” she went on, “do
you re mem ber how you used to hug me
and kiss me and nib ble on my ear?”
With that, her hus band got up and
started to walk out of the room. “Where
are you go ing?” she asked. “Well,” an -
swered the hus band, “ I have to go and
get my teeth.”

=====
The boss of a big com pany needed to

call one of his em ploy ees about an ur -
gent prob lem with one of the main com -
put ers. He di aled the em ploy ees home
phone num ber and was greeted with a
child’s whis pered, “Hello?” Feel ing put
out at the in con ve nience of hav ing to
talk to a young ster the boss asked, “Is
your Daddy home?”

“Yes”, whis pered the small voice.
“May I talk with him?” the man asked. 

To the sur prise of the boss, the small
voice whis pered, “No.”

Want ing to talk with an adult, the
boss asked, “Is your Mommy there?”

“Yes”, came the an swer.
“May I talk with her?” Again the small

voice whis pered, “No”.
Knowing that it was not likely that a

young child would be left home alone,
the boss de cided he would just leave a
mes sage with the per son who should be 
there watch ing over the child. “Is there
any one there be sides you?” the boss
asked the child.

“Yes” whis pered the child, “A po lice -
man”.

Won dering what a cop would be do -
ing at his em ployee’s home, the boss
asked, “May I speak with the po lice -
man”?

“No, he’s busy”, whis pered the child.
“Busy do ing what?, asked the boss.
“Talking to Daddy and Mommy and

the Fire man”, came the whis pered an -
swer.

Growing con cerned and even wor -
ried as he heard what sounded like a he -
li cop ter through the ear piece on the
phone the boss asked, “What is that
noise?”

“A hello-cop per”, an swered the whis -
per ing voice.

“What is go ing on there?”, asked the
boss, now alarmed.

In an awed whis per ing voice the
child an swered, “The search team just
landed the hello-cop per.”

Alarmed, con cerned and more than
just a lit tle frus trated the boss asked,
“Why are they there”?

Still whis per ing, the young voice re -
plied along with a muf fled gig gle:
“They’re look ing for me...” 
“I Can’t Believe You Made It”

 If you lived as a child in the 40’s,
50’s, 60’s or 70’s.

Looking back, it’s hard to be lieve
that we have lived as long as we have.
As chil dren, we would ride in cars
with no seat belts or air bags. Riding in
the back of a pickup truck on a warm
day was al ways a spe cial treat. Our
baby cribs were cov ered with bright
col ored lead-based paint. We had no
childproof locks on med i cine bot tles,
doors, or cab i nets, and when we rode
our bikes, we had no hel mets. We
drank wa ter from the gar den hose and 
not from a bot tle. Hor rors! 

 We would spend hours build ing
our go-carts out of scraps and then
ride down the hill, only to find out we
for got the brakes. Af ter run ning into
the bushes a few times we learned to
solve the prob lem. We would leave
home in the morn ing and play all day,
as long as we were back when the
street lights came on. No one was able
to reach us all day. No cell phones. Un -
think able! 

 We played dodgeball and some -
times the ball would re ally hurt. We
got cut and broke bones and broke
teeth, and there were no law suits from 
these mis haps. They were ac ci dents.
No one was to blame but us. Re mem -
ber ac ci dents? We had fights and
punched each other and got black and
blue and learned to get over it. We ate
cup cakes, bread and but ter, and drank 
sugar soda but we were never over -
weight; we were al ways out side play -
ing. We shared one grape soda with
four friends, from one bot tle and no
one died from this.

We did not have: Playstations,
Nintendo 64, X-Boxes, video games at
all, 99 chan nels on ca ble, video tape
mov ies, sur round sound, per sonal cell
phones, Per sonal Com puters, Internet 
chat rooms. 
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 We had friends. We went out side and 
found them. We rode bikes or walked to
a friend’s home and knocked on the
door, or rang the bell or just walked in
and talked to them. Imag ine such a
thing. With out ask ing a par ent! By our -
selves! Out there in the cold cruel world! 
With out a guard ian. How did we do it?
We made up games with sticks and ten -
nis balls and ate worms and al though
we were told it would hap pen, we did
not put out very many eyes, nor did the
worms live in side us for ever.

Lit tle League had try outs and not ev -
ery one made the team. Those who did -
n’t had to learn to deal with
dis ap point ment. Some stu dents were n’t 
as smart as oth ers so they failed a grade
and were held back to re peat the same
grade. Hor rors! Tests were not ad justed
for any rea son. Our ac tions were our
own. Con se quences were ex pected. No
one to hide be hind. The idea of a par ent
bail ing us out if we broke a law was un -
heard of. They ac tu ally sided with the
law. Imag ine that!

This gen er a tion has pro duced some of 
the best risk-tak ers and prob lem solv ers
and in ven tors, ever. The past 50 years
has been an ex plo sion of in no va tion and 
new ideas. We had free dom, fail ure,
suc cess and re spon si bil ity, and we
learned how to deal with it all. And
you’re one of them. Con grat u la tions!
Did You Know:

To make Win dow Cleaner, fill spray
bot tle with 3 ta ble spoons of am mo nia, 1
ta ble spoon vin e gar and cool wa ter. Add
a drop or two of blue food col or ing. The
Thought for the Months of March
Solve the puz zle:
AYD SENITNELAV PPYAH
A Thought for March

I KNOW YOU BELIEVE YOU
UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU THINK I 
SAID BUT I AM NOT SURE YOU
REALIZE THAT WHAT YOU HEARD
IS NOT WHAT I MEANT.

73, Peggy (Giggles) Bell, K4EGB 
Programs for March 2003

If you have not been down to the
Huntsville Am a teur Ra dio Club lately
you have been miss ing some great pro -
grams that have been pre sented in the
last two months. If you no ticed they
were not posted in the VOX, I had some
email trou ble or un spec i fied prob lems
in get ting my mes sages over to Frank. I

am glad to re port that prob lem has been
re solved.

In Jan u ary, we had an ex cit ing tour
dur ing our visit to the lo cal EMA of fice
to un der stand how things work and
how we can get in volved. Scott
Worsham and com pany gave us an
in-depth look at what takes place down -
town at the EMA of fice. 

Dur ing the month of Feb ru ary, we
learned what NALWARN means and
learned more about ARES, RACES, and
the lo cal NWS from Doug Childs.

I want to thank Scott, W4SSW, and
Doug, K4DIG, for help ing make our
club an in ter est ing place to be on Fri day
nights. When you see them, thank them
for their time and tell them how much
you en joyed their dis cus sion.

This month we have sev eral great pre -
sen ta tions on the agenda.

On 07-MAR-03, Tom Duncan,
KG4CUY, will pres ent a video ti tled,
“Em pire of the Air”.

On 14-MAR-03, Paul Nel son, will give
an in ter est ing talk on Spread Spec trum
Com mu ni ca tions. If you would like to
know more about Spread Spec trum or
what it is, come on down and join in on
the fun.

On 28-MAR-03, John Hilliard, K4JCH,
will give a pre sen ta tion on the
pocketAPRS so lu tion us ing a Palm Pi lot
run ning APRS soft ware. APRS is still
grow ing so you will not want to miss
this ex cit ing part of the hobby.

On 04-APR-03, Frank DuVall, will
give us a talk on “Ad ven ture in Phys ics”. 
Mr. DuVall worked at Redstone Army
Mis sile Com mand for over 25 years in
Tech ni cal Planning, Sys tem Syn the sis,
and Sys tem Anal y sis and spent much
time study ing Phys ics and Math e mat -
ics. He re ceived his de gree from The
Uni ver sity of Ar kan sas in Elec tri cal En -
gi neering.

We have a busy sched ule forth com -
ing, so sup port the club and the pre sent -
ers by join ing us on Fri day nights to
hear what you have been miss ing.

73’s de Tim - N8DEU
The Editor’s Wastebasket

I feel that I’m the fun da men tal cause
of the con tre temps around the meet ing
of Feb ru ary 14. Last month when fill ing
in the ac tiv i ties cal en dar I marked that
as Vox night, not no tic ing that it was

only the sec ond Fri day of the month.
Turns out there had n’t been a pro -
gram set for that night and Tom, hav -
ing heard the an nounce ment about a
meet ing at the 911 cen ter, as sumed
that was where the meet ing was to be.
Any way, con fu sion pre vailed and
most folks ended up at IHOP on Uni -
ver sity af ter driv ing around in the rain 
for a while and prob a bly had a good
old time any way.

This Vox is well past the 6-page
mark and will ex pand to an 8-pager.
(Try to pic ture a Vox with an odd
num ber of pages.) That means we may 
have to re sort to some filler to make up 
the full 7.5 pages of text re quired to fill
an 8-pager. It’s only Wednes day noon
as I’m writ ing this, so maybe the rest of 
the good ies will still come in. 

We seem to have had a good re -
sponse to the mem ber ship drive.
Heath has just sent me the up dated
da ta base and our print quan tity has
grown from about 280 to 314. I
checked ex pi ra tion dates though and
there are 64 peo ple who will soon
come off the list if they don’t get their
dues up dated. Check the “Mem ber
Thru” line on your mail ing la bel to see
if you are in ar rears. We usu ally have a
surge of dues pay ers at Old Timer’s
Night, so I hope you take that op por -
tu nity. Oth er wise we’re gonna miss
you. Check that la bel now. If you think 
we’ve got it wrong, let Heath or my self 
know and we’ll try to figger it out. 

No ticed with some in ter est Miz Gig -
gles’s rec ipe for win dow cleaner. It
calls for a few drops of blue food col or -
ing. That makes me won der if the blue
color has some mag i cal clean ing prop -
er ties or does it just make the con coc -
tion look like Windex? That then
makes me won der if the blue col or ing
in Windex has any clean ing prop er ties 
- which brings to mind the Windex TV
com mer cial show ing two birds be -
moan ing the fact that some one is us -
ing the stuff to clean a pic ture win dow
- one say ing to the other “A bird could
get hurt fly ing into a win dow that
clean!” I don’t know if I’m the only one 
that feels the com mer cials are some -
times more en ter tain ing than the pro -
grams these days. Es pe cially the Geico
Gecko se ries and their high-fiving
squir rels.

Speaking of birds, how many of you
have an ten nas that are a traf fic haz ard
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for birds? I used to have a 75/80 me ter in -
verted V that ter mi nated in an eyebolt
right at the win dow. I was fre quently
sit ting right by the win dow about dusk
meet ing the CW nets. I’d of ten hear a
“sproinnng” sound cou pled through
the win dow frame from the an tenna. I’d 
look out the win dow and see a rather
dazed look ing bird sit ting on the
ground shak ing its head and re cov er ing
from the crash. I don’t know if any failed 
to fly on to the roost af ter that, but I did
no tice the neigh bor’s cat made a point of 
hang ing around un der the an tenna
about dusk ev ery day. I never saw the
cat of fer ing me a high five af ter the
“sproinng” sound though.

Tim, Cunningham, N8DEU, has
solved a prob lem that has been both er -
ing both him self and John Farr,
KC4ZXX. I send out an email re minder
memo ev ery month to the usual sus -
pects for Vox sub mis sions. For the last
few months, both Tim and John would
have their re sponse emails go astray
some how and have to re send them. Tim 
fi nally dis cov ered the prob lem yes ter -
day. When I’d send the re minder email
to the “Vox Con trib u tors” mail ing list, it
would go out with the wrong “Re ply
To” ad dress on it. That is spec i fied as
part of the dis tri bu tion list file and I
messed it up when re stor ing ev ery thing
af ter all my mail files got ac ci den tally
routed to the bit bucket. If they at -
tempted to re ply by just click ing on “Re -
ply” the wrong ad dress would be used.
Apol ogies to any body who was in con -
ve nienced by that er ror. I think it is re -
paired now.

73, Frank Emens, W4HFU
Area Hamfests

• March 1, 2003. Kerbela Amateur
Service, Knoxville, Tennessee.
Contact Paul Baird, K3PB
865-986-9562.

• March 15, 2003. Kennehoochee
ARC, Marietta, Georgia. Contact
Elliott Kanter, W4PGI at
770-815-1570 or w4pgi@arrl.net.
See
http://qsl.asti.com/hootch/KARC-H
amF.html. Talk-in Frequency
146.880 MHz, free parking, and
$5.00 entrance fee for adults.

• March 29, 2003. Middle Tennessee
ARS, Tullahoma, Tennessee.
Contact Jimmy Foyd, NQ4U at
932-393-0095 or

nq4u@bellsouth.net. See
http://www.qsl.net/mtars/events/ha
mfest.htm. Doors open at 8 am and 
admission is $5.00. Talk-in Primary: 
146.700 MHz (minus offset) weak
signal tone of 114.8 Hz. Secondary
frequency is 146.820 MHz(minus
offset) .

73, John Farr, KC4ZXX
Free to a good home: 

Bumper an tenna mount for a Plym -
outh Voy ager (old body style) suit able
for mount ing an HF an tenna. It might
work with other au tos with bumper
screws. 256 533 3508 or
jfarr62@comcast.net. 
Good Home Wanted

I am near ing 2 years liv ing and work -
ing here in Huntsville.  Due to things be -
yond my con trol I've been in a stu dio
apart ment for much of this time.  I'd like
to change that.  

Would any of you know of a house to
rent - whereby I might be able to en joy
am a teur ra dio?  If you do, please drop
me an e-mail:
  whensley11@comcast.net

Thank you and 73, Kim, WG8S
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