
From The Prez
The elec tion of of fi cers for the com ing

year will be held at the Fri day, June 1
meet ing.  Ernie Blair and Jared Cassidy
are the nom i nat ing com mit tee, and they 
are look ing for mem bers will ing to serve 
as of fi cers.  Of course, nom i na tions can
be made from the floor, so try to at tend
this im por tant meet ing.

Bill Rich ard son, W4LRE, will be giv -
ing his pro gram on Black smith ing Fri -
day, May 25, so be sure to put this on
your cal en dar.  Bill’s dem on stra tions are 
al ways lots of fun with all the fire and
hot metal.

I was out of town for two meet ings,
April 27 and May 4.  It was re ported that
the pro grams on Mil i tary Ra dios and
Fire Fighting were very en joy able and
well re ceived.

The Field Day guy wire fab ri ca tion
dem on stra tion May 11 went very well.
An en thu si as tic crew mea sured and cut
the wire rope, threaded thim bles and
fer rules and swaged them on the ca bles.
All twelve guy wires were com pleted in
this ses sion.  Qual ity con trol pro ce dures 
in cluded check ing the swaged fer rules
with a gauge, and mea sur ing to con firm
the fin ished length of each guy was 47
feet 3 inches within one inch tol er ance.
There was also a dem on stra tion of how
the shack les would be at tached to the
tower legs and the turn buck les to the
ground an chors.  Many thanks to all
those who helped with this im por tant
pro ject. This should make Field Day
safer, eas ier and more fun for ev ery one.

Pro grams for June are as fol lows:
June 1   His tory of Ra dio by Chris to -

pher Best, KB3DXA
June 8   EZ Ro tor Kit Dem on stra tion

by me.
June 15  VOX Night
June 22  Field Day
June 29  Auc tion, Cory Smith Auc tion -

eer
73, John Morris  K4XH 

From the Treasurer
Hello ev ery one.  Hope things are do -

ing well with all of you.  Things are mov -

ing quickly in my world.  All checks
recieved by me have been de pos ited.

If you have any ques tions don’t hes i -
tate to email me.  I will be glad to check it 
out.  Don’t for get field day is com ing up
around the cor ner. 

Come out and suport the ham ra dio
com mu nity by help ing with the con test. 
We al ways need help on puting up and
tak ing down.  If you can’t work the con -
test, help us with the hard stuff.  All help 
is grately ap pre ci ated. 

Any help you can pro vide, will take
the bur den off the ones who do it year
af ter year.  Look for ward to see ing you
all out there.  Take care.

73, Heath Thorson (KC4HRX)
hthorson@hiwaay.net

June Hamfests
• June 2, 2001. Georgia Section

Convention, Marietta Georgia.
http://www.saf.com/arc/atlfest.htm
or contact John Talipsky, KA4VQH 
at 770-995-6446 or
johnka4vqh@aol.com

• June 8-9, 2001. Knoxville Hamfest
& Electronics Exposition,
Knoxville, Tennessee.
http://www.korrnet.org/rack or
contact David Bower, K4PZT at
865-690-8360  or d.bower@ieee.org
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Huntsville Amateur Radio
Club Information
Club Officers: 
President, 

John Morris, K4XH
K4XH@aol.comt

Vice President, 
Paul Paelian, WB4UEE

Secretary, 
Brian Bender, KD4FGL

kd4fgl@mindspring.com
Treasurer, 

Heath Thorson, KC4HRX, 774-3098
hthorson@hiwaay.net

The club's ad dress is Box 423, Huntsville, 
Ala.  35804. Meet ings are held each
Fri day night at 7:30 P.M. at the
Amer i can Red Cross Build ing, 1101
Wash ing ton Street. Dues are $12.00 per
year, fam ily mem ber ships are $15.00 per
year. The club main tains a Web Site at
“http://www.harc.net”

The North Alabama Repeater
Association operates repeaters on 146.34
/ 146.94, 147.78 / 147.18, 223.34 /
224.94and 448.5 / 443.5. NARA dues are
$16.00 per year and may be sent to
NARA at P.O. Box 18941 Huntsville, AL 
35804-8941. 

The club's packet radio interest group,
HUNTSPAC, maintains an extensive
packet network for the Huntsville area.
Dues for use of this network are $15.00
per year, and can be paid through the
HARC Secretary-Treasurer listed above.

The club's ATV special interest group,
TVATV operates an ATV repeater. It's
input frequency is 439.25 MHz and its
output is 421.25 MHz. A voice
coordination repeater is operated with
output frequency of 145.33 MHz, input
600 kHz down.

The Vox is pub lished the third Fri day
of each month ex cept for August. Edi tor
of the Vox is Frank Emens, W4HFU,
3714 Lake wood Cir cle, Hunts ville, Ala.
35811 or fe mens@hiwaay.net. Ma te rial
of in ter est to the HARC mem ber ship
should be sub mit ted to the edi tor by the
sec ond Fri day of the month of
publication. 

“Vox”, Vol 41,  Nr 6, June, ‘01
A Newsletter published monthly except 

for August by the Huntsville Amateur
Radio Club, P.O. Box 423, Huntsville, AL  

CAVEC Ama teur Ra dio Li cense Ex ams

Exam  ses sions are held the first Sat ur -
day of each month un less a holi day

causes the ses sion to be de layed for one
week.

Up com ing ses sions are:

Sat ur day, June 2

Sat ur day, July 7

For in for ma tion con tact:

Larry Frost, KR4GU, 379-3582

Or

Don Tun still, W4NO, 536-3904



• June 9, 2001. Albany ARC, Albany,
Georgia. http://home.isoa.net/aarc
or contact Bob Smith, K4PHE at
229-883-9633 or k4phe@isoa.net.

• June 16, 2001. Franklin County
ARC, Russellville, Alabama.
http://www.qsl.net/fcarc or contact
Christopher Arthur, NV4B at
256-332-2889 or
nv4b@mindspring.com.

• June 16,2001. Nashville ARC,
Nashville, Tennessee. contact
Murray Jones, K4ANH at
615-824-7216 or mj80917@aol.com.

73, John Farr, KC4ZXX
AO-40’S LEILA Sounds Her
Siren Call

If you’re plan ning to use the AO-40
sat el lite, watch out for LEILA! The sat el -
lite’s ground con trol lers have turned on
the LEILA sys tem, which not too sub tly
dis cour ages op er a tors from putt ing too
strong a sig nal into the sat el lite’s uplink
re ceiver.

AMSAT-DL Pres i dent Pe ter Guelzow, 
DB2OS, says LEILA was turned on for
the first time May 12 af ter some very
strong sig nals—louder than the mid dle
bea con—showed up in the sat el lite’s
passband. 

“Sev eral peo ple tried to get them to
re duce power, but they ap par ently
were n’t lis ten ing,” he said in a post ing
on the AMSAT-DL site. The sit u a tion
soon led to “mas sive grum bling” on the
passband, he said.

LEILA soon was set up on the UHF
uplink and “it worked like a charm!”
Guelzow con cluded. If a too-strong sta -
tion fails to lower power, LEILA notches 
out the of fender’s uplink and sends the
si ren sig nal to the downlink for about
five sec onds.

Bruce Paige, KK5DO, who’s AMSAT’s 
new awards man ager, was on hand for
LEILA’s de but. He says LEILA can notch 
out five sig nals at a time. “So if there are
a lot of of fend ers, you might have to
wait to get stomped by LEILA,” he said.

Guelzow said if all goes well, ground
con trol lers prob a bly will leave LEILA
switched on con tin u ously.

The suc cess of LEILA was dimmed by
the ap par ent fail ure of ground con trol -
lers to get the AO-40 X band (10 GHz)
sys tem to op er ate. Ground con trol lers
have n’t given up yet, how ever.
Guelzow said Stacey Mills, W4SM, and
Mi chael Fletcher, OH2AUE, tested the
X-band trans mit ters, both solid state
and trav el ing wave tube (TWT) over the
week end. “Un for tu nately, the test was
not suc cess ful,” Guelzow said. Te lem e -

try in di cated the proper com mands, but
ap par ently no power was reach ing any
of the X-band mod ules. An other test
will be run soon.

AO-40 ground con trol lers opened up
the next-generation sat el lite’s tran -
spond ers May 5 for gen eral am a teur use 
on an ex per i men tal ba sis. Uplink fre -
quen cies (with out tak ing Dopp ler into
ac count) are 435.495-435.780 MHz and
1269.211-1269.496 MHz, and the
downlink passband is 2401.210-2401.495 
MHz. The tran spond ers are in vert ing,
so a down ward change in uplink fre -
quency will re sult in an up ward fre -
quency shift in the downlink.—thanks
to AMSAT News Ser vice and
AMSAT-DL 
From The ARRL Letter Vol 20 Number 20,

for May 18, 2001
Huntsville Hamfest

Yes, there will be a Huntsville
Hamfest this year and it is time to start
think ing about your part in it. Plans are
mov ing along and it looks like we’ll
have the usual bang-up ‘fest.

Craig Behrens, NM4T, is work ing to
put to gether a big spe cial in ter est QRP
event for the fo rums. Craig is ed i tor of
the QRP ARCI monthly mag a zine and
ias this is be ing writ ten, up at the
Dayton Hamvention wield ing his in flu -
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HARC ACTIVITY CALENDAR FOR
June, 2001

Sunday Mon day Tues day Wednes day Thurs day Fri day Sat ur day

27 28
Chris tian Fel low ship
Net 2100 on 145.33

29
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

30
South east Linked Re -
peater Net1900 on
147.240

31
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

1
HARC Meet ing:
His tory of Ra dio by
Chris to pher Best,
KB3DXA

2 CAVEC Exams, 0900 
Red Cross build ing

GA Sec tion Con ven -
tion, Marietta, GA

3 4
Chris tian Fel low ship
Net 2100 on 145.33

5
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

6
South east Linked Re -
peater Net1900 on
147.240

7
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

8
HARC Meet ing:
EZ Rotor Kit Dem on -
stra tion by John Mor -
ris, K4XH

9
Knox ville Hamfest 

Al bany ARC, Al bany,
GA

10 11
Chris tian Fel low ship
Net 2100 on 145.33

12
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

13
South east Linked Re -
peater Net1900 on
147.240

14
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

15
HARC Meet ing:
Vox Night

16
Frank lin County
ARC, Russellville, AL
Nash ville ARC, Nash -
ville, TN

17 18
Chris tian Fel low ship
Net 2100 on 145.33

19
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

20
South east Linked Re -
peater Net1900 on
147.240

21
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

22
No Meet ing:
Field Day Site Work
Session

23

24 25
Chris tian Fel low ship
Net 2100 on 145.33

26
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

27
South east Linked Re -
peater Net1900 on
147.240

28
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

29
HARC Meet ing:
Auc tion, Corry Smith, 
Auctioneer

30



ence on the QRP com mu nity to take
part in the hamfest. 

One of the big gest events re quir ing
in puts from the mem ber ship of HARC
(aside from sup port ing the hamfest it -
self) is the tra di tional Big Stick On.
Stick-On night this year will be July 20.
Like last year, the mail ing piece will be
an 8.5 x 5.5 inch post card and will not re -
quire “dots”, folding or other ma nip u la -
tion, just a care fully ap plied la bel. Be
pre pared to turn out big-time for this
ses sion and help us get the mail ing
ready for the post of fice.

The hamfest website,
“www.hamfest.org” is now hosted by
our friends at GigaParts. The site has
been re ar ranged some what and
brought as nearly up-to-date as we can
man age at this time. Check it out and
pass the URL on to any one you meet on
the air that may be in ter ested in the
Huntsville Hamfest

ARRL To Push For Five Mhz
Allocation

The ARRL Ex ec u tive Com mit tee has
re viewed a pre lim i nary draft Pe ti tion

for Rule Making seek ing a new US ham
band in the vi cin ity of 5 MHz. Ex per i -
men tal op er a tion at 5 MHz un der a li -
cense is sued to the ARRL has been
go ing on since 1999. Par tic i pants in the
ARRL WA2XSY ex per i men tal op er a -
tion have es tab lished that an al lo ca tion
at 5 MHz could im prove emer gency
com mu ni ca tion ca pa bil i ties by fill ing
the gap be tween 80 and 40 me ters.

On a mo tion from South west ern Di -
vi sion Di rec tor Fried Heyn, WA6WZO,
the EC agreed that the pe ti tion should
seek a do mes tic sec ond ary am a teur al -
lo ca tion around 5 MHz with a band -
width of 150 kHz. Ex ec u tive
Com mit tee mem bers will re view the
com pleted draft pe ti tion be fore it’s
filed with the FCC, pos si bly be fore the
next ARRL Board meet ing in July.

An am a teur al lo ca tion in the vi cin ity
of 5 MHz long has been an ob jec tive of
the In ter na tional Am a teur Ra dio Un -
ion. The IARU’s Ad min is tra tive Coun -
cil has ap proved a goal of “a nar row
al lo ca tion, even on a shared ba sis in the
vi cin ity of 5 MHz.” Winning an al lo ca -
tion at 5 MHz—even on a do mes tic ba -
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Dis count Card
The bearer of this
ad is a mem ber of the 
Aa teur Ra dio Com mu -
nity of Hunts ville
and is en ti tled to a
$10.00 dis count on
all serv ices per -
formed by Mei neke
Dis count Muf flers,
10033 South Memorial 
Park way, Hunts -
ville, AL 
(256)882-0365.
“At MEINEKE, you’ll
get a lot...but
you’re not go ing to
pay a lot!”
This of fer not valid with
any other of fers or dis -
counts. Pre sent at time of
pur chase.



sis—could take sev eral years. Se curing
an in ter na tional al lo ca tion will be more
dif fi cult and take even lon ger. Con sid -
er ation of an al lo ca tion at 5 MHz is not
on the agenda for WRC-03 nor on the
pre lim i nary agenda for WRC-05/06.

A re view of FCC-related is sues dom i -
nated the May 5 Ex ec u tive Com mit tee
ses sion in Dal las. In other mat ters, the
Ex ec u tive Com mit tee was told that an
FCC No tice of Pro posed Rule Making
still is ex pected soon in re sponse to the
ARRL’s pe ti tion, RM-9404, seek ing Am -
a teur Ra dio ac cess to the low-frequency
spec trum. Filed in late 1998, the ARRL
pe ti tion asks the FCC to es tab lish LF al -
lo ca tions in the vi cin ity of 136 kHz and
be tween 160 and 190 kHz. .

From The ARRL Letter  Volume 20
Number 20 For May 18, 2001

From The Editor’s Wastebasket
We have a ‘short’ Vox this month. I

was a lit tle late get ting my monthly re -
minder email out to the usual con tri bu -
tors and it looks like some of them got all 
wrapped up in Dayton prep a ra tions
and took off for the land where trains
drive them selves with out get ting some -
thing put to gether for the news let ter.
It’s a shame we’re short of ma te rial since 
I have a clas sic Bill Owens, W4YXW
cover that I missed run ning last month
& hoped to get in this time. Run ning it
would open up a whole page and a half
of space I have noth ing to fill.

Don’t for get to do what you can to
sup port the Cot ton Row Run op er a tion
on Me mo rial Day. Plan to help with
Field Day setup and teardown, even if
you don’t want to get in volved in op er -
at ing. Teardown on Sunday is es pe cially 
crit i cal since all the reg u lar par tic i pants

are bushed from be ing at it all week end.
73, Frank Emens, W4HFU

Flea Market
For Sale:

•  Tektronix Model 491 Spectrum
Analyzer, Covers the 10 MHz to
12.4 GHz range . Contact me for
other specifications. All functions
work perfectly and I’m willing to
demonstrate it. It is in good
condition and the only flaw is a
damaged tuning knob. Will sell for
$700 with professionally copied
manual, cables and external N-type 
attenuators.

Contact John D. Farr, KC4ZXX at
305-533-3508 or johnfarr@ro.com.

June, 2001 Vox


