
Pres i dent’s Com ments 
As this is my first ar ti cle for the VOX, I 

want to thank the past of fi cers for their
lead er ship in the past year. Just a hint,
just be cause you have fin ished your
terms, John and I will still wel come
your in put and will still call on you for
pro grams and sug ges tions. 

Our first goal for the year will be to
hold a suc cess ful, safe and fun Field
Day. We are again priv i leged to hold
the ac tiv i ties at Intergraph. 

I would like to get more of our mem -
bers qual i fied to work with the Red
Cross. This will re quire a short class for
vol un teer ori en ta tion and first aid and
CPR train ing. I’m hop ing to of fer these
on meet ing nights.

We also need to plan our level of par -
tic i pa tion in the Au gust Huntsville
Hamfest. The pos si bil ity of a com bined
booth with NARA needs to be con sid -
ered. Please feel free to con tact me with
any con cerns or sug ges tions. 

73, Woodie, K8GNM 
Hamography
K4RGG -Rolf Goedhart:

Rolf has been a HAM for 5 years and a 
mem ber of HARC for three years. He is
en ter ing his third term as Sec re tary for
HARC. He is cur rently a Gen eral Class.

Rolf be gan his HAM in ter est as a by -
prod uct of his ac tiv ity as a Hang Glider
Pi lot. Even though Hang Glider Pi lots
have two fre quen cies avail able to them; 
crowed con di tions of ten in ter fere. Ham 
Ra dio has been a vi a ble al ter na tive for
Rolf. He is fully into Hang Gliding,
com plete with his own glider, and all
re lated gear.

Rolf has HF ca pa bil ity, but is pri mar -
ily into VHF. He re lates that he is not re -
ally into CW. He has 6 me ters, 2 me ters,
and 70 cm for SSB. K4RGG is very in ter -
ested in sat el lite work, and has an FT
847 for that mode. How ever the ro tat -
ing an tenna needed for ef fi cient op er a -

tion is currrently out of reach fi nan -
cially.

Rolf"s old est
daugh ter just
re ceived her
Mas ter’s De -
gree in Math.
His mid dle
daugh ter also
has her HAM
ticket as
KG4RXB.

Rolf was
born and
raised in the Neth er lands. He and his
his fam ily moved here on a year long
Sab bat i cal. Af ter a year back in the
Neth er lands they re turned here to stay.

Rolf is em ployed with IBI Global, as
their Di rec tor of In for ma tion Tech nol -
ogy. His other in ter ests and in volve -
ment stem from his pas sion and in ter est 
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Huntsville Amateur Radio
Club Information
Club Officers 
President: 

Woodie Zeigler, K8GNM
tzeiglerjr@aol.com

Vice President:
John C. Hilliard, K4JCH

k4jch@aol.com

Secretary: 
Rolf Goedhart K4RGG.

k4rgg@arrl.net
Treasurer: 

Heath Thorson, KC4HRX, 489-1240
hthorson@knology.net

The club's ad dress is Box 423,
Huntsville, Ala. 35804. Meet ings are held 
each Fri day night at 7:30 P.M. at the
Amer i can Red Cross Build ing, 1101
Wash ing ton Street. Dues are $12.00 per
year, fam ily mem ber ships are $15.00 per
year. The club main tains a Web Site at
“http://www.harc.net”

The North Alabama Repeater
Association operates repeaters on 146.34
/ 146.94, 147.78 / 147.18, 223.34 /
224.94and 448.5 / 443.5. NARA dues are
$16.00 per year and may be sent to
NARA at P.O. Box 18941 Huntsville, AL
35804-8941. 

The club's packet radio interest group,
HUNTSPAC, maintains an extensive
packet network for the Huntsville area.
Dues for use of this network are $15.00
per year, and can be paid through the
HARC Secretary-Treasurer listed above.

The club's ATV special interest group,
TVATV operates an ATV repeater. It's
input frequency is 439.25 MHz and its
output is 421.25 MHz. A voice
coordination repeater is operated with
output frequency of 145.33 MHz, input
600 kHz down.

The Vox is pub lished the third Fri day
of each month ex cept for August. Edi tor
of the Vox is Frank Emens, W4HFU,
3714 Lake wood Cir cle, Hunts ville, Ala.
35811 or fe mens@hiwaay.net. Ma te rial
of in ter est to the HARC mem ber ship
should be sub mit ted to the edi tor by the
sec ond Fri day of the month of
publication. 

“Vox”, Vol 44, Nr 7, July, 2004
A Newsletter published monthly except 

for August by the Huntsville Amateur
Radio Club, P.O. Box 423, Huntsville, AL
35804

CAVEC Li cense Exams

Exam ses sions are held at 9:00 AM the
first Sat ur day of each month un less a

hol i day causes the ses sion to be de -
layed for one week.

Up com ing ses sions are:
Sat ur day, July 3 

Sat ur day, August 7

For in for ma tion con tact:

Larry Frost, KR4GU, 536-4154
kr4gu@hamfest.org

Or
Don Tun still, W4NO, 536-3904

dontunstill@hamfest.org

Exam Ses sions are held the 3rd Sat ur -
day of each month at 1:00. In even

num bered months they are held at the
Ath ens EOC. In odd num bered months

they are held in Mad i son at
Intergraph, Build ing 15

For in for ma tion contact Bob Hud son,
W4RKH, 461-7905

mailto:tzeiglerjr@aol.com
mailto:k4jch@aol.com
mailto:k4rgg@arrl.net
mailto:hthorson@knology.net
http://www.harc.net
mailto:mens@hiwaay.net
mailto:kr4gu@hamfest.org
mailto:dontunstill@hamfest.org


in wa ter. That led to Sky Warn and
Races as Training Of fi cer; and ARES as
Co or di na tor.

In HARC Rolf is known for his sense
of hu mor; es pe cially when deal ing with 
the min utes of the meet ings.
KC4HRX — Heath Thorson:

KC4HRX was first li censed in No -
vem ber, 1987, and re ceived his Gen eral
Class in 1994. Heath be came Trea surer
for HARC in 1997.

Heath’s in ter est in HF ex tends only to 
Field Day. He en joys Field Day Op er a -
tion as long as it in volves us ing only the
mike. He is not big on CW. He is heavy
into VHF and UHF; and has his own re -
peater on Mont Santo.

Heath’s other in ter ests in clude: His
em ploy ment with Delta Air lines in Res -
er va tion Sales; Travel and vol un teer
work with the Mad i son County Sher -
iff’s Of fice, as ad vi sor over the Ca det
Pro gram; rid ing with the Dep uties;

work ing in the Jail; and op er at ing the
Dis patch Ra dio.

Heath is
blind, but has
not been de -
terred by that
fact. He holds
an As so ci ate
De gree in Gen -
eral Ed u ca tion;
and in May of
2000 re ceived
his BA De gree
in Crim i nal Jus -
tice from Ath ens State Uni ver sity.

Heath was born 3 months pre-ma -
ture. His blind ness was due to a hos pi -
tal mis take when he was given too
much ox y gen. 

I asked Heath to dis cuss those ar eas
he had been forced to ad dress due to
his blind ness. “I have to work around
the Sighted World. The Sighted World
can not and/or will not work around

me. Peo ple do not re ally want to re ally
talk to me. They tend to be hes i tant in
or der not to of fend me; and thereby
miss the op por tu nity to re ally com mu -
ni cate. I do not care about avoid ing
what they fear would of fend. I would
pre fer they be as straight and as up
front as pos si ble; even blunt to the ex -
treme. I do not like Game Playing. I do
not want peo ple hold ing back their ex -
press ing their true feel ings. In col lege,
there was a guy who for months
avoided ver bal con tact with me.
Finally, one day he ad mit ted to me that
he had been wrong in his lack of open
com mu ni ca tion with me. He and I
came to a res o lu tion af ter he re al ized I
wanted di rect and full com mu ni ca tion.
That put us both in a better place.”

I asked Heath what had been his se -
cret in be ing able to suc ceed in spite of
his blind ness. “De ter mi na tion, Pa tience 
and Will Power. I have driven a car to
Bir ming ham with a pas sen ger hold ing
the wheel. I even drove a car by my self
at the old air port, with a friend talk ing
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HARC ACTIVITY CALENDAR FOR
July, 2004

Sunday Mon day Tues day Wednes day Thurs day Fri day Sat ur day

27 28 29
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

30
South east Linked
Re peater Net 2000
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

1
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

2
HARC Meet ing

3  *TWIAR

Cavec Exams, 0900
at Red Cross Bldg.

4 5
Space Camp Fox
Hunt

6
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

7
South east Linked
Re peater Net 2000
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

8
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

9
HARC Meet ing

10  *TWIAR

11 12 13
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

14
South east Linked
Re peater Net 2000
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

15
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

16
HARC Meet ing

NARA Mid Year
Revies

17  *TWIAR
Ap pa la chian ARC,
Clinton/Norris, TN
Rhea County ARS,
Dayton, TN

18 19 20
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

21
South east Linked
Re peater Net 2000
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

22
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

23
HARC Meet ing

Big Stick On
HELP  HELP !!

24  *TWIAR

25 26 27
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

28
South east Linked
Re peater Net 2000
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

29
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

30
HARC Meet ing
Auction

31  *TWIAR

*TWIAR -- This Week In Am a teur Ra dio, +442.775 PL203.5 Hz 8 PM Ev ery Sat ur day
ATV Net @ 20:00, Check in on 145.33, Tuesdays
South east Linked Re peater Net on +442.775, PL 203.5 Hz @ 20:00, Wednes days
Mad i son County Emer gency Net on 34/94 @19:30, Thursdays
SkyWarn Net on 147.24 @ 20:00, Thursdays



to me over an HT, at 60 miles per
hour!!!!!!”

Why did Heath ac cept the job as
Trea surer for HARC? “I wanted the job
to solve the prob lem of checks sit ting
with out be ing de pos ited for three to
four months; with mem bers con cerned
about be ing able to bal ance them out of
their books. On 9 Jan of this year, we
had all checks on hand; and by 15 Jan,
on VOX night, we had them de pos ited.
This hap pened not just due to my ef -
fort, but due to the work and as sis tance
of a lot of peo ple. KB4FGL wrote the
pro gram needed for han dling the fi -
nances; but it was for the sighted. Much 
help was re ceived and is re ceived each
month from peo ple like Peggy Bell,
John Lester , Scott Worsham and many
oth ers. My com put ers all talk to me; as
well as my cal cu la tor and Caller ID. A
lot of work goes into keep ing the fi -
nances straight; at least 80 hours a year
on my part alone, not even count ing
the ef fort of oth ers.”

I asked Heath what his goals and de -
sires for HARC were. “I want Frank

Emens, W4HFU, to re ceive full credit
for and to tal club un der stand ing of
what he does for HARC as Ed i tor of the
VOX. There is an un be liev able amount
of work, fore thought and tal ent that
Frank brings to that po si tion, much
more than can be cov ered here.”

“I want the club to con tinue to en -
hance and ex pand it’s in volve ment in
emer gency Op er a tions and Ex er cises;
along with EMA Training.”

“I want HARC to be all it can be !!!!!!!!”

HARC !!!!! Wel come Your Sec re tary,
K4RGG; and your Trea surer, KC4HRX
to an other term with a Very Solid RR
!!!!!
73 WB0UCI, Fred Ker sey 
Cotton Row Run

The 2004 Cot ton Row Run, held on
Me mo rial Day, Mon day, May 31, 2004
thru the streets of down town and east
Huntsville, Al a bama, is his tory. The
sched uled 7:30am start of the 10K was
de layed 90 min utes due to rainy
weather that was in the pro cess of mov -
ing out to the east - a good call by the

Race Di rec tor. This re sulted in good
rac ing weather - over cast, cool, very lit -
tle wind, and the work ers did n’t have
to stand in the rain ei ther. In ad di tion to 
the 10K race, HARC hams as sisted in
the 5K race that fol lowed the 10K.

The Cot ton Row Run is one of our
ma jor pub lic ser vice events each year.
Thanks to the fol low ing hams who pro -
vided needed com mu ni ca tions:
N4PDQ Andy, N4PCW Mar i lyn,
KE4AHQ Barbara, W1TV Dick, K4RGG
Rolf, and WD4CPF Leigh. My thanks
also to the North Al a bama Re peater As -
so ci a tion for the use of the 146.94 NARA 
re peater, and to mem bers and oth ers
who kept the re peater clear dur ing the
race.

73, Leigh WD4CPF 
SK Walter O’Neal Frost, KR4YJ

Neal Frost, or as he was known at his
work site, Walt, passed away on Tues -
day, June 15th. I first met Walt al most 48 
years ago in Sep tem ber, 1956 when,
with a newly minted en gi neer ing de -
gree, I came to Huntsville to start work
at the old Army Bal lis tic Mis sile
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Agency. I was as signed to his unit and
joined in on their pro ject, a new te lem e -
try sys tem for the Ju pi ter Mis sile sys -
tem. Soon ABMA morphed into MSFC
and I pro ceeded to work for or with
Walt for the rest of my time with NASA.

I knew Walt as a truly good man who
was easy to work with and who con -
trib uted sub stan tially to his field of en -
deavor. Hav ing met some of his fam ily
and hav ing heard some of the things he 
had to say about them, I think I can say
he truly loved them and I’m sure they
will, along with my self and a whole
band of other peo ple, re ally miss Wal ter 
O’Neal Frost.

Frank Emens, W4HFU
The Gig gle Box
Happy Birthday To Everybody That
Was Born In Ju;y!!
A note from Gig gles:

I can’t be lieve this. I was read ing my
email and the fol low ing “re minder”
from Heloise was there. Talk about be -
ing re minded to write your ar ti cle! The
ed i tor had al ready re minded me
(again) to do my ar ti cle. When I read
this one, my mouth fell open. I asked

my self, “What day is this? Tues day.
Whew! The day be fore Wednes day. I
guess I better put off what I was go ing
to do and get this ar ti cle writ ten.”

“Taking Food to a Party? In stead of
wor ry ing about when the dish (you are
bring ing the food in) will be re turned to 
you, buy in ex pen sive, but pretty, glass
dishes or plates at yard sales. Put food
in or on them and leave be hind as a nice 
party gift.”

I hope ev ery one is think ing what
food they are go ing to put in the cov -
ered dishes. We might not want to
bring GLASS to the pic nic and I am not
beg ging for new dishes. GRIN Ev ery -
one has been great in the past for bring -
ing the ap pro pri ate dishes to the pic nic. 
Con tact me for pic nic in for ma tion. By
the way, bring cool ers. I hope to see all
of you hams at the pic nic. At the last
HARC meet ing, I re ceived a plaque for
help ing the club. I don’t do it for rec og -
ni tion, I just do it be cause it is fun. I
want to thank ev ery one for the plaque.
I am so thank ful that Chris would n’t let
me say any thing. Be sides, I was speech -
less. I did n’t want to be em bar rassed by

blub ber ing. I could n’t think of any thing 
ap pro pri ate to say, any way. It is an
honor to have my name on a plaque
with Nancy Chris tian, N4CEU. I hope
that I can live up to that honor. I don’t
do break fast at Field Day, like I’ve
heard that Nancy did, but I hope that I
can help the club in other ways. I just do 
what I do be cause it is fun. Be sides, that
is what we have been hear ing for the
last cou ple of months from Chris Reed,
KF4MMF about Field Day. It’s funny
how I read an email and think about
some one while do ing so and they
aren’t even the ones that sent it to me.
You’ll know what I mean when you
read my “jokes”. By the way, thanks to
Bob for sug gest ing that I put my email
ad dress at the end of my ar ti cle. Ear lier
in the month, some one sent me an
email con cern ing the Huntsville
Hamfest. I hope that it helped them
out. I hope all the Dads have a happy
Fa ther’s Day. CU @ FD!!

A Joke or Two

Wis dom From Grandpa Whether a
man winds up with a nest egg, or a
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goose egg, de pends alot on the kind of
chick he mar ries.

Trou ble in mar riage of ten starts when
a man gets so busy earnin’ his salt, that
he for gets his sugar.

Too many cou ples marry for better, or
for worse, but not for good.

When a man mar ries a woman, they
be come one; but the trou ble starts when
they try to de cide which one.

If a man has enough horse sense to
treat his wife like a thor ough bred, she
will never turn into an old nag.

On an ni ver sa ries, the wise hus band
al ways for gets the past - but never the
pres ent.

A fool ish hus band says to his wife,
“Honey, you stick to the washin’,
ironin’, cookin’, and scrubbin’. No wife
of mine is gonna work.”

The bonds of mat ri mony are a good
in vest ment, only when the in ter est is
kept up.

Many girls like to marry a mil i tary
man - he can cook, sew, and make beds,
and is in good health, and he’s al ready
used to tak ing or ders.

Even tually you will reach a point
when you stop ly ing about your age,
and start brag ging about it.

The older we get, the fewer things
seem worth wait ing in line for.

Some peo ple try to turn back their
odom e ters. Not me, I want peo ple to
know “why” I look this way.

I’ve trav eled a long way and some of
the roads were n’t paved. How old
would you be if you did n’t know how
old you are?

When you are dis sat is fied and would
like to go back to your youth....Re mem -
ber about Al ge bra.

You know you are get ting old, when
ev ery thing ei ther dries up, or leaks.

 don’t know how I got over the hill
with out get ting to the top.

One of the many things no one tells
you about ag ing is that it is such a nice
change from be ing young.

Ah, be ing young is beau ti ful, but be -
ing old is com fort able. Old age is when

for mer class mates are so gray and wrin -
kled and bald, they don’t rec og nize you.

If you don’t learn to laugh at trou ble,
you won’t have any thing to laugh at
when you are old

 First you for get names, then you for -
get faces. Then you for get to pull up
your zip per, but it’s re ally worse when
you for get to pull it down. 

***Think a gal lon of gas is ex pen sive?  
This will give you an other per spec tive.

• Diet Snapple 16 oz $1.29 --$10.32
per gal lon

• Lipton Ice Tea 16 oz $1.19--.$9.52
per gal lon

• Gatorade 20 oz $1.59 -- $10.17 per
gal lon

• Brake Fluid 12 oz $3.15---$33.60 per 
gal lon

• Vick’s Nyquil 6 oz $8.35---$178.13
per gal lon

• Pepto Bismol 4 oz $3.85 --- $123.20
per gal lon

• Whiteout 7 oz $1.39 --- $25.42 per
gal lon

• Scope 1.5 oz $0.99 .. $84.48 per
gal lon

• The REAL KICKER...Evian wa ter 9
oz $1.49 --- $21.19 per gal lon?!
$21.19 for WATER - and the buy ers
don’t even know the source. 

So, the next time you’re at the pump,
be glad your car does n’t run on wa ter,
Scope, or Whiteout, or God for bid Pepto 
Bismal or Nyquil. I thought about John
and young Don T. with this one. Just a
lit tle hu mor to help ease the pain of your 
next trip to the pump.

***
A Thought ful Man

When Mike got home last night, his
wife de manded that he take her out to
some place ex pen sive. So Mike took her
to the gas sta tion. 

***
WORLD’S EASIEST QUIZ

(This one is just for John H., be cause
he says I never put the an swers to my
puz zles.) (Pass ing re quires 4 cor rect an -
swers)

THE QUIZ
•  1) How long did the Hundred

Years War last? 116 years

• 2) Which coun try makes Pan ama
hats? Ec ua dor 

• 3) From which animal do we get
catgut? Sheep and Horses 

• 4) In which month do Russians
celebrate the October Revolution?
November 

• 5) What is a camel’s hair brush
made of? Squirrel fur

6) The Ca nary Is lands in the Pa cific
are named af ter what an i mal? Dogs 

• 7) What was King George VI’s first
name? Albert

• 8) What color is a purple finch?
Crim son

• 9) Where are Chinese gooseberries
from? New Zea land

• 10) What is the color of the black
box in a commercial airplane?
Orange, of course.

Did You Know: As in cred i ble as it
sounds, men and women took baths
only twice a year! (May and Oc to ber)

Women kept their hair cov ered, while
men shaved their heads (be cause of lice
and bugs) and wore wigs.

Wealthy men could af ford good wigs
made from wool. The wigs could n’t be
washed, so to clean them they could
carve out a loaf of bread, put the wig in
the shell, and bake it for 30 min utes. The
heat would make the wig big and fluffy,
hence the term “big wig.”

To day we of ten use the term “here co -
mes the Big Wig” be cause some one ap -
pears to be or is pow er ful and wealthy.
The Reminder for the Month of July

Tooth pick - to re mind you to pick out
the good qual i ties in oth ers.

Solve the puz zle: REETH LLWI EB
OONMEES GHIRASH OURY
ARMWTH

73 Peggy Bell (Gig gles) K4EGB
pbell@hiwaay.net SEW LONG!
Flea Mar ket
FOR SALE

• Free Stand ing 38 Ft Tower 
US Tower

• HDX-538 An tenna Ro tor

• Yaesu G-1000DXA Log
Pe ri odic HF An tenna

• Cushcraft ASL2010 6-Me ter Yagis 6
El e ment
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• Cuchcraft A50-5S  2-Me ter 26 El e ment Boom er

• Cushcraft 26B2
Cur rent new re tail price: $3350.00 - Make Of fer

Call Linda An drews Phone: 828-5299 (XYL of si lent key
Keith N4JZY)
FOR SALE

• Repeater Enclosure - 42 in wide, 36 in deep, 88 in high,
treated wood construction, has 117 VAC
thermostatically controlled cooling fan, Required
$200.00 materials to build, needs a home, reasonable
price

Call Bart Bartholomew KK4AI bartr@peoplepc.com
Phone: 881-6020
From The Editor’s Wastebasket

Let’s wel come our new of fi cers and plan to give them our
full sup port for the next year. Plan to come to meet ings each
week with the idea that you are par tic i pat ing in the club, not
that you are go ing to be there to be en ter tained. If you are
asked to pre pare and pres ent a pro gram (or for any other ser -
vice for the club), do it if you pos si bly can. If you are aware of
a good pro gram that some one else might pres ent, work with
the of fi cers to make it hap pen. Wel come back also to Rolf and 
Heath, who are back for a re peat per for mance.

Af ter Field Day, the next big event in the HARC year is the
Huntsville Hamfest. As I have said be fore, the Hamfest runs
on ham-power. It will need the as sis tance of all of us, both in
prep a ra tion and in pre sen ta tion of the ac tual event. Move-in
and move-out help is needed - one of the things that dis tin -
guishes our Hamfest with the deal ers is the as sis tance in
move-in, setup, and move-out, which they don’t get at a lot
of other hamfests. Let’s all help to keep that rep u ta tion in tact. 
Hos pi tal ity/Se cu rity help is needed dur ing the hamfest to aid 
out vis i tors and to make sure they have the but tons in di cat -
ing that they’ve paid ad mis sion. At the Huntsville Hamfest,
you are a host/host ess, not a guest. Your prime rea son for be -
ing there is to make sure the guests en joy the hamfest.

The first big
event in prep a ra -
tion for the
hamfest is Big
Stick-On (BSO)
night. This year we 
will be mail ing
some thing close to
19,000 pieces go ing 
to Al a bama and
the ad join ing
states. It will be a
long night if we
don’t have a big
turn out of folks to
help with this task.
I’ll try to of fer a
brief pre sen ta tion
be fore hand on
what you’ll be do -
ing on BSO night
so we can be ready
to dive into the
task as soon as you ar rive.

As usual, there will not be a Vox for Au gust. Prep a ra tions
for the Hamfest and other ac tiv i ties will get in the way. How -
ever, I’ll plan to start work on the Sep tem ber Vox the week
af ter the Huntsville Hamfest. Plan to get your in puts to me
by Wednes day af ter the hamfest week end. Sooner will, of
course, be better.

Al though Fred Locke’s Intro To Ham Ra dio class will be
well un der way when you read this, if there is any thing you
can do to help him in this ef fort, let him know.

Po si tioned about this is sue you’ll find some of the pic tures
that Tom Hat ter, K4AKC brought back from the Dayton
Hamfest that there was not room for last month. 

73, Frank Emens, W4HFU
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Be care ful around high-volt age equipment

Dave Givens and Steve Bell En joying the Flea Markekt John and Nancy Mor ris, K4XH and K4JD

mailto:bartr@peoplepc.com


NARA Notes: for July Vox
It should be that by the time you read

this, all dues paid NARA mem bers for
2004 have re ceived their NARA news
and com mand sheets ei ther by e-mail
or snail mail. I sent the e-mails out
around the 1st week of June and Char -
lie is work ing on the snail mail batch as I 
type this. If we missed you, let us know
- we will take care of it. Mem bers re -
ceived a 2 page com mand sheet with
some newly changed codes in or der to
stan dard ize com mands to be the same
on dif fer ent re peat ers best we can.
Mem bers also re ceived an ex panded 4
page ver sion of the NARA news with
pic tures and a map. More in-depth in -
for ma tion about both the sta tus and op -
er at ing notes are con tained in that
ver sion. The reg u lar ver sion is a 2 page
ver sion which you are en cour aged to
dis trib ute freely. It is my hope that this
ver sion will at tract new mem bers al -
low ing us to con tinue to build up our
ca pa bil i ties in the midst of change. The
ex panded ver sion is one way of say ing
thanks for sup port ing NARA ! The
NARA mid year up date meet ing is Fri -
day July 16th. This is your meet ing. Let
me know about any thing you would
like to hear about. As al ways, we will
have the lat est sta tus and plans but I
hope it is more then that. I am al ways in
search of the few folks who are in ter -
ested in go ing the ex tra mile when it co -
mes to re peat ers. There are some
“would be re peater build ers” out there
and we would like to help equip you to
get started. One of the best ways to
learn is to help out with club re peat ers
& then one day hav ing your own ma -
chine might be eas ier then you think ! If
you just want to know how to better
use the club ma chines better, well -
we’ll cover that too - see you July 16th ! 

The “new” 443.500 ma chine is fi nally
on the air af ter many hours on the
bench and more then one trip to the
site. There is still some fine tun ing and
ad just ing to be done so keep in mind
that we’re not all the way there yet & a
few fea tures might not work yet but
stay tuned and used what is there for
now. This will bring the “mute mode”
trou ble we had with the old sys tem to
an end. It may not sound much dif fer -
ent to you now but it will be more re li -
able in the long run. With that ma chine
and the news let ter done - and given the 

many hours I have put in - I plan to
scale back a bit for the sum mer & fo cus
on other ar eas like my fam ily and yes
field day & the hamfest. But while I’m
bud get ing my time, per haps one of you

could work on one of the many in di vid -
ual pro jects back at your shack ?? -
things like bat tery back-up, re mote re -
ceiv ers and more. Oh yea, there are
some tower par ties needed - any one
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My name: Fred Locke, KA5CMM.

I am plan ning an “Intro to Ham Ra dio” class this sum mer via the Val ley Fel -
low ship Church Small Groups called “Hamming It Up”. 

The class will be open to the pub lic and held in the Val ley Fel low ship Church
fel low ship hall at 7:00 pm Tues day eve nings.

Spe cial speak ers will be pres ent for sev eral of the eve nings to add more in for -
ma tion and their per sonal in sight into the world of ham ra dio.

The goal is to build up in ter est in Ham ra dio for the whole com mu nity.  Each
eve ning will have a gen eral in for ma tion ses sion and a Mentoring ses sion for
the Am a teur Tech ni cian Li cense. 

The length of our small group will be 8 weeks long and will end just be fore
the Au gust li cense test ing and the Huntsville Hamfest.

Ex tra out side events will be the ARRL field day and CQ VHF con test.  Class
mem bers will be en cour aged to be come part of these events.

 June 6 - Rally Sunday - 1st Sign up time

June 12 & 13 - June VHF QSO party

June 15 - 1st Meet ing- What is Ham Ra dio & Li censing - ARRL/HARC and
other lo cal groups

June 22 - 2ND Meet ing - Re peaters/links

June 26 & 27 - ARRL Field Day

June 29 - 3RD Meet ing - Emer gency Com mu ni ca tions/SkyWarn

July 6 - 4TH Meet ing- Propagations / Con testing

July 13 - 5th Meet ing- Dig i tal Com mu ni ca tions

July 17 & 18 - CQ VHF Con test

July 20 - 6th Meet ing- IRLP and Echo Link

July 27 - 7th Meet ing- Other Modes of Com mu ni ca tion

Aug 3 - 8th Meet ing- Test Re fresher

Aug 7 - Ham Test

Aug 14th & 15th - Huntsville Hamfest 

Pro posed Speakers are: 

1)Greg Sarratt, W4OZK.  Al a bama Sec tion Man ager for the ARRL, Amer i can
Ra dio Re lay League.

2)Ron Schaffer, W4VM.  Cur rent Pres i dent of NARA, North Al a bama Re -
peater As so ci a tion and cur rent Al a bama state re peater co or di na tor.

3)Char lie Em er son, N4OKL. Sec re tary of NARA and owner of the 146.45
IRLP, Internet/Ra dio Linking Pro ject, equip ment.

4)Harley Henson, WB4CRG.  Owner/op er a tor of the 147.24 re peater which is
part of the linked re peater sys tem of north Al a bama.  SkyWarn uses this linked
re peater sys tem for storm spot ting to the Na tional Weather Sys tem.

5)Rob ert K. Hud son, w4rkh.  Past SkyWarn/US weather bu reau co or di na tor. 



want to take that bull by the horns ? In -
ter ested? Or have in puts ? - While I
don’t al ways make the Fri day night
meet ings, I do try to make the Tues day
Ham lunch at Ryans on south park way. 
I’d love to talk re peat ers there ! 

 73. Ron

Area Hamfests
July 17, Appalachian ARS

Clinton/NorrisTN Swap Meet. See
Http://www.meers.org/html/a_a_r_s.htm

 or con tact Chris to pher George, KU4LV, 865
494-4068 or ku4lv@comcast.net

July 17, Rhea County ARS
Dayton, TN. See 

Http://www.rcars.net 
or con tact Tommy Mize, KO4SY, 423
570-0840 or ko4sy@arrl.net

 73, John Farr, KC4ZXX 
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