
The Prez Says
Have you heard the news? K4BFT is NUMBER ONE in

group 4 A!!! We were ini tially afraid that the change from 5a
into 4A would ham per our com pet i tive ness, but were we
wrong! We score num ber 13 over all in the na tion, not bad for
a lit tle town in Al a bama. Well done and thanks again to ev -
ery one who par tic i pated, from cook ing ham burg ers to pull -
ing stakes! 

The hol i days are here. again. next week is Thanksgiving,
no meet ing that week. Hope you get to cel e brate it with the
ones you love, and not too much food be comes per ma nently
at tached to you. I’ll be cel e brat ing it with my newly found
fam ily here in Al a bama and the next day fly to Vir ginia to
spend time with my 3 girls and grand son Benjamin.

Speaking of trav el ing I will miss the De cem ber 7th  X-mas
party and the gag gifts. as well as the big stick on the week af -
ter. I’ll be in Cal i for nia again, my 27th trip since I started
work ing for this com pany. Yes it’s that time of year again too!
The mem ber ship drive is com ing up right af ter the New Year, 
al though we have n’t set the fi nal date yet.

We have de cided to have meet ings on De cem ber 21st and
the 28th since they are both a few days away from the ac tual
hol i days. There will be no busi ness meet ing and no pro gram, 
just old fash ioned so cial iz ing! Of course if some one wants to
bring an in ter est ing video, go ahead and hook up the pro jec -
tor.

Speaking of which, the club got a DVD player that can
hooked up to the pro jec tor and com bined with the speaker
from the club’s com puter, we have an easy way to make our
meet ing room a lit tle the ater! As a re sult of Kim and my re -
cent trip to Ha waii, we saw video about the USS Ar i zona, the
bat tle ship that got de stroyed in that day of in famy, when
Pearl Har bor, by sur prise, got at tacked in 1941.

It was much of a sur prise when Sput nik was launched in
Oc to ber 1957, and caught the US off guard once more. But
both events awoke a great re solve in this na tion as a re sult of
it. This week we will see a great video about much of the se -
crets and de vel op ments be hind Sput nik and the first US sat -
el lites.

No vem ber 30th we will dive into space weather or more
pre cise weather on other plan ets and what we can learn from 
that for our own planet. 

Don’t for get the Rocket City Mar a thon De cem ber 8th! We
have par tic i pated in ev ery one since its in cep tion. Leigh has
once more taken the lead on this and still needs a few more
help ers!!

Af ter the Mem ber ship drive we need to get our planned
Ex tra class on the road. There are many peo ple anx iously
wait ing for that and un der signed is one of them. It is also
time we check into our fel low clubs and see how they have
pro gressed in ob tain ing their not for profit sta tus and fol low

in their tracks. The club al ready voted to get in cor po rated, so
let’s get that done be fore our term as of fi cers ex pires.

Looking back I be lieve we had a great year at HARC and
I’m look ing for ward to an other great year. Num ber 1 in 4A
and num ber 13 in the na tion that’s hard to beat! But let’s do it
again! It was sure fun!

Have a Blessed Holiday Season, 73 de K4RRG Rolf Goedhart 
Field Day Results

ARRL has posted the Field Day re sults and we came in
num ber 1 for 4A di vi sion with 3,807 QSOs and 12,962 points.
Our near est com pet i tor in 4A had over 680 less con tacts. In
over all stand ings, we came in num ber 13. Not ex actly a lucky
num ber but, not bad ei ther con sid er ing the band con di tions.
Congrats to K4BFT and ev ery one who helped make it a suc -
cess this year.

73, Kevin Hibbs KG4TEI

Our club Is Now A Mem ber Of The Ham Ra dio
Pro mo tion Pro ject

A new pro gram to pro mote Am a teur Ra dio has been
joined by our ra dio club. De signed to re verse the slow ing
growth rate of the Am a teur ser vice, the ob jec tive of the pro -
ject is to spread the word about our hobby and to re cruit new
li cens ees as well as club mem bers.

 “We’re happy that your ra dio club is among the spon sor -
ing clubs that rec og nize the need to grow our ranks by ac tive
re cruit ment,” said “Dee” Lo gan, W1HEO, win ner of the
ARRL’s 2006 McGan Award for Pub lic Re la tions, and a pro ject 
founder. “Clubs are tre men dously im por tant to the ef fort, by
con duct ing var i ous pro mo tional ac tiv i ties, of fer ing li cens ing
classes and sup ply ing vol un teer mem bers of a newly formed
”Elmer Corps." 

 The pro mo tion pro ject in cludes a four-step pro cess. Pro -
mo tion is the ini tial phase, which in cludes pub lic ity and pro -
mo tion to raise aware ness of Am a teur Ra dio. Pros pecting is
the sec ond step and in cludes iden ti fy ing per sons show ing
in ter est. Third is qual i fy ing per sons for re cruit ment into li -
cens ing classes or re fer ral to study ma te ri als. The fourth step
is train ing, with ra dio club classes or in di vid ual help of fered. 

 One of the first ac com plish ments of the pro ject was to pro -
duce sev eral pro mo tional tools to make it eas ier for clubs to
in tro duce Am a teur Ra dio to the pub lic. A ma jor part of this
was the pro duc tion of a new, 21-min ute video, “Am a teur Ra -
dio: Wire less Win dow to the World,” that in tro duces the pub -
lic to our hobby. The video fea tures sev eral hams, plus scenes
show ing many as pects of ham ra dio, in clud ing emer gency
com mu ni ca tion and DX. A copy of the video DVD was pro -
vided to our club as part of its mem ber ship pack age.

 Other pro mo tional items pro vided to the club are a
50-page pro mo tional hand book or “Toolkit,” ac cess to ban -
ners that can be used in var i ous dem on stra tions, and a sub -
scrip tion to the Ham Ra dio Pro moter news let ter.
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*TWIAR  --  This  Week  In  Am a teur  Ra dio,  +442.775  PL203.5  Hz  8  PM  Ev ery  Sat ur day
ATV  Net  @  20:00,  Check  in  on  145.33,  Tues days
South east  Linked  Re peater  Net  on  +442.775,  PL  203.5  Hz  @  20:00,  Wednes days
Mad i son  County  Emer gency  Net  on  34/94  @19:30,  Thurs days
SkyWarn  Net  on  147.24  @  20:00,  Thurs days

Huntsville  Amateur  Radio 
Club  Information
Club  Officers  
President:  

Rolf Goedhart,  K4RGG
K4RGG@arrl.net

Vice  President:
Robby Lock  KG4PLK.

huntsvilleweather@gmail.com
Secretary:  

Elizabeth Wilhour, KI4VQJ
bluebunny@mail.com

Treasurer:  
Heath  Thorson,  KC4HRX,  325-2507

hthorson@knology.net
The  club's  address  is  Box  423, 

Huntsville,  Ala.  35804.  Meetings  are 
held  each  Friday  night  at  7:30  P.M.  at 
the  American  Red  Cross  Building,  1101  
Washington  Street.  Dues  are  $12.00 
per  year,  family  memberships  are 
$15.00  per  year.  The  club  maintains  a 
Web  Site  at  “http://www.harc.net”

The  North  Alabama  Repeater 
Association  operates  repeaters  on 
146.34  /  146.94,  147.78  /  147.18,  223.34 /
224.94and  448.5  /  443.5.  NARA  dues 

are  $16.00  per  year  and  may  be  sent 
to  NARA  at  P.O.  Box  18941  Huntsville,  
AL  35804-8941.  

The  club's  packet  radio  interest 
group,  HUNTSPAC,  maintains  an 
extensive  packet  network  for  the 
Huntsville  area.  Dues  for  use  of  this 
network  are  $15.00  per  year,  and  can 
be  paid  through  the  HARC 
Secretary-Treasurer  listed  above.

The  club's  ATV  special  interest  group,  
TVATV  operates  an  ATV  repeater.  It's 
input  frequency  is  439.25  MHz  and  its  
output  is  421.25  MHz.  A  voice 
coordination  repeater  is  operated  with 
output  frequency  of  145.33  MHz,  input  
600  kHz  down.

The  Vox  is  published  the  third 
Friday  of  each  month   Editor  of  the 
Vox  is  Frank  Emens,  W4HFU,  3714 
Lakewood  Circle,  Huntsville,  Ala. 
35811  or  femens@hiwaay.net.  Material 
of  interest  to  the  HARC  membership 
should  be  submitted  to  the  editor  by 
Wednesday  before  the  third  Friday  of
the month of publication. 

“Vox”,  Vol  47, Nr 11, November, 2007
A  Newsletter  published  monthly   by 

the  Huntsville  Amateur  Radio  Club, 

HARC ACTIVITY CALENDAR FOR
De cem ber, 2007

Sunday Mon day Tues day Wednes day Thurs day Fri day Sat ur day

2 3 4
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

5
SE Linked Rptr Net
2000  +442.775/PL
203.5

6
EMERGENCY NET on
34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

7
HARC Christ mas
Party, Red Cross
Build ing Starts 7:00
PM

1/8 *TWIAR
Dec 1, Cavec Exams,
RCB 0900

 Rocket City Mar a -
thon Dec 8 0900

9 10 11
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

12
SE Linked Rptr Net
2000  +442.775/PL
203.5

13
EMERGENCY NET on
34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

14
HARC Meet ing

Prep for HARC/NARA 
Joint mailout

15 *TWIAR

16 17 18
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

19
SE Linked Rptr Net
2000  +442.775/PL
203.5

20
EMERGENCY NET on
34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

21
No For mal meet ing,
drop by to so cial ize.

22 *TWIAR

23 24
Christ mas Eve --
watch for sleigh
mobile

25
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33
Merry Christmas

26
SE Linked Rptr Net
2000  +442.775/PL
203.5

27
EMERGENCY NET on
34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

28
No For mal meet ing,
drop by to so cial ize.

29 *TWIAR

30 31
New Year’s Eve

1
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33
Be ware Foot ball
Over load!

2
SE Linked Rptr Net
2000  +442.775/PL
203.5

3
EMERGENCY NET on
34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

4
HARC Meet ing

5 *TWIAR
Cavec Exams, at RCB
0900

CAVEC  Li cense  Exams

Exam  ses sions  are  held  at  9:00  AM  
the  first  Sat ur day  of  each  month 

un less  a  hol i day  causes  the  ses sion 
to  be  de layed  for  one  week.

Up com ing  ses sions  are:
Sat ur day, De cem ber 1
Sat ur day,  Jan u ary 5

For  in for ma tion  con tact:

Larry  Frost,  KR4GU,  864-3244
kr4gu@hamfest.org

Org
Don  Tunstill,  W4NO,  536-3904

dontunstill@hamfest.org

Ath ens Exam  Ses sions  are  held  the 
3rd  Sat ur day  of  each  month  at  1:00.  
They  are  held  at  the  Ath ens  EOC. 

For  in for ma tion  con tact  Bob  Hud son,  
W4RKH,  461-7905

mailto:K4RGG@arrl.net
mailto:huntsvilleweather@gmail.com
mailto:bluebunny@mail.com
mailto:hthorson@knology.net
http://www.harc.net
mailto:femens@hiwaay.net
mailto:kr4gu@hamfest.org
mailto:dontunstill@hamfest.org


 Pub lic ity will be de vel oped by a pub -
lic re la tions vol un teer work ing with
clubs to de velop in ter est ing and in for -
ma tive ar ti cles. The news let ter will re -
port club ac tiv i ties and serve as an idea
ex change, and Am a teur Ra dio in for ma -
tion for the pub lic will be avail able on a
new Website, www.neoham.org.

 “Many of the pro mo tional tools such
as signs and ban ners are be ing done by
com mer cial firms at the low est pos si ble
cost, but will be good qual ity in or der to
rep re sent ham ra dio well,” said pro ject
trea surer Da vid Den nis, W8DDD. “We
are watch ing our pen nies, but ex pect
that ad di tional funds will be needed. So 
we’re en cour ag ing in di vid u als who can 
sup port this im por tant ef fort to make a
do na tion.” Copies of the video DVD are 
be ing of fered for a $20 do na tion to the
pro ject.

 Checks should be made pay able to
“HAC/RP Fund” and sent to W8DDD at

30113 Rob ert Street, Wick liffe
44092-1717. Ý

ARES District 6 Report
Let’s talk about the weather. To day’s

high and low tem per a ture was this, the

pres sure was that, the dew point - blah,
blah — pretty bor ing stuff. Now let me
take you “be hind the scenes”, and show 
you how you can ac tu ally be a valu able
part of the next se vere weather out -
break in our re gion. The Na tional
Weather Ser vice (NWS) has a pro gram
called SKYWARN, in which YOU par -
tic i pate. The next time a weather event
rolls through, you can ac tu ally do
some thing about the weather. What
you do is help pro tect life and prop erty
- are you in ter ested?

You prob a bly don’t know an iso bar
from a chin-up bar, so you have to start
out by learn ing the tech ni cal jar gon
that weather peo ple com mu ni cate
with. The NWS of fice reg u larly sends
out their trained me te o rol o gists to give
courses in ba sic and ad vanced Storm
Spotting. Plan to spend a few hours
learn ing the dif fer ence be tween dan -
ger ous weather sys tems, and clouds
that just look “real bad.” 

Ev ery one can re call the storms that
have rolled through North ern Al a bama 
and South ern mid dle-Ten nes see in the
last de cade. In fact, we seem to be some
kind of se vere weather mag net. But tor -

na dos have been re corded in ev ery
state, in ev ery month. The tor nado that
hit Greensburg Kan sas on May 4, 2007
only got lim ited me dia cov er age here.
Pity the poor folks who lit er ally have no 
town any more. The good news, if there 
was any, is that some one in the NWS of -
fice re acted prop erly, set off the warn -
ing si rens, and prob a bly saved many,
many lives. The bad news is that 95% of
the town was de stroyed, leav ing 12
dead and 60 in jured. The tor nado out -
break spawned 91 tor na dos in the area
that day, and the next. Al most ev ery one 
here can talk about the 1989 tor nado
that ripped through the south part of
town. That tor nado spi raled out of the
clouds in the mid dle of No vem ber, and
since it was al most di rectly over the ra -
dar sta tion, it was a sur prise to ev ery -
one. There were 21 fa tal i ties that
af ter noon. That storm cell was part of
an out break of 40 tor na does that caused 
at least 30 deaths. In May 1995, an other
pow er ful tor nado struck the An der son
Hills area (a di rect hit, and a fa tal ity).

By now, you’re ei ther think ing “that
can’t hap pen again”, or “how can I be
ready next time?” If you’re in that sec -
ond group: lis ten up. The NWS of fice
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here is staffed by a group of highly-trained, well-ed u cated,
car ing folks. Their func tion is to pro tect lives and prop erty in
our area. They do an in cred i ble job. I know - I am priv i leged
to work with them at the NWS of fice dur ing se vere weather
events. I am the SKYWARN co or di na tor for this area, and I
am an Am a teur ra dio op er a tor. The SKYWARN pro gram was 
started in the early 1970’s, and lets the NWS in ter act di rectly
with their lo cal com mu ni ties. Mostly, we are called “storm
spot ters”, be cause we are the eyes of the NWS. We es tab lish
“ground truth” for the folks who can ei ther pull the switch
on the si ren, or hold-off. No tice that I did NOT say we are
“storm chas ers” - we’re not. We stay close to home, or we’re
in our car or truck as part of nor mal af fairs, and we com mu -
ni cate what we see to the NWS sys tem in a for mal way.

We all have in mind that the NWS must have about a bil -
lion dol lars worth of ra dar, so why in the world do they need
us? The dirty lit tle se cret is that ra dar does not tell “the truth,
the whole truth and noth ing but the truth” - it just tells what
might be, not what is. Try this: from my Am a teur ra dio op er -
a tors’ sta tion at the NWS of fice, I hear one of the NWS staff
mem bers ask for a re port from a par tic u lar area. I can re lay
the re quest to the Am a teur ra dio op er a tors who are “ac ti -
vated”, and are in a SKYWARN “net.” If there are hams out in 
that area, I ask them “look East about 5 miles and tell me
what you see.” 99% of the time, they see some clouds and
light ning, and noth ing else. That’s good news - very good
news. I prob a bly asked them be cause the ra dar was show ing
a force 999 tor nado that was rip ping up all of Mor gan county
and spit ting it out into Mad i son county. That one sim ple re -
port from a trained spot ter re-fo cuses the en tire prob lem,
and ev ery one breathes a sigh of re lief.

Dur ing an “ac tual event”, there are al ways Am a teur ra dio
op er a tors in volved, and we hope that we get in put from
each of the coun ties where the storm track is. But re ally,
there aren’t that many ham ra dio op er a tors out there, and
avail able, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. That’s where you
come in - you can ei ther get a ham li cense (pretty easy), or
just take the storm spot ter train ing, and learn how to use a
tele phone to call in your re port to an 800-num ber — even
eas ier, huh? Pretty darn valu able!

Don’t wait for the next cu ri ous sickly green-yel low sky,
and a nasty black thunderhead that seems to have waaay too 
much light ning to fig ure all this stuff out. Be pre pared now,
and later on, you’ll be part of the so lu tion. Later on, you can
tell your friends that you ac tu ally did some thing about the
weather, and you’ll have an ex cit ing story to tell - that’s for
sure!

If you would like to dis cuss ARES, RACES, EMCOMM,
WinLink, Army MARS, or any Dis trict 6 is sues, I want to hear 
from you. email WD0UG (at) ARRL (dot) net
73, Doug Hilton, WD0UG / AAV4YP Al a bama ARES Dis trict 6

EC, ARRL
ARES / RACES Update, Madison County.

The De cem ber Vox is around again, Thanksgiving is next
week, the year has flown by. The weather has thank good -
ness been quiet for an other a year. The ac tive hur ri cane sea -
son that was pre dicted never man i fested and frankly I like it
that way; I’d rather keep prac tic ing for an event that never
hap pens then the other way round. One could ar gue that it
is has been too quiet ac tu ally, as we are un der a dry spell for
the third year in a row and are sev eral feet be hind in pre cip i -
ta tion, which makes us all ex cited once we do get some

weather, like we had last night. It was very con spic u ous that
we were on the 18th an ni ver sary of the ‘89 air port road tor -
nado break out. The west of the state was un der a watch;
Skywarn was ac ti vated and it looked like things were qui et -
ing down and the nets stood down. Then the storms sud -
denly fired up a bit and half of the City of Mad i son ended up
in the dark for over an hour. Which proves once more. it is n’t
over till it’s over! But we needed the rain badly, and I am
grate ful for it, in spite of hav ing to go to the of fice as the com -
put ers had drained the UPS-es dry.

Speaking of rain, too much of it is not good ei ther and we
had an ex cel lent train ing at the Na tional Weather Ser vice by
Ja son Elliott about hy drol ogy. How dif fer ent rain fall
amounts can have a dif fer ent ef fect on our drain age sys tems
and cause flash flood ing. We dis cussed the dif fer ent weather 
bul le tins, the dif fer ence be tween flood ing and flash flood ing 
etc. It was a great night. Thank you Elliot!

In our De cem ber meet ing we will dis cuss the flash flood -
ing and flood ing prob lem ar eas in more de tail and as sign
teams to mon i tor streams when called for.

The ARES/RACES group meets the 2nd Thurs day of each
month, just be fore this news let ter goes to press. You are al -
ways wel come to join or visit and con sider mem ber ship. We
meet at the EOC on Foun tain cir cle at 6PM sharp. We usu ally
have pizza, so you don’t have to stop for din ner first. We re -
quire that you do a storm spot ter train ing at least ev ery 2
years and get trained in CERT as well as a few on line FEMA
courses, but we give you at least a year to com plete it. So
come on over and check us out. Vol un teer work is very grat i -
fy ing. For gen eral in for ma tion check out:
www.MadisonCountyAres.com 

Once more I want to thank ev ery one that has vol un teered
this year and put nu mer ous hours in get ting trained. Spe cial
thanks to our sec tion man ager Greg, dis trict 6 EC Doug and
my as sis tant EC’s Gary, Robby, John and Chuck, and of
course our friends at the EOC: Scott, Chris and Jared. Thanks 
a mil lion and keep up the good work!

Have a safe and blessed hol i day sea son, no mat ter how
you cel e brate it.

73 de Rolf Goedhart Madison County Emergency Coordinator.
K4RGG@arrl.net  

Jamboree On The Air
The JOTA ac tiv ity at the Talakto dis trict Camp o ree was a

great suc cess. We op er ated from Sharon Johnston Park in
New Mar ket Al a bama us ing call sign K4S, and had five sta -
tions ac tive on Sat ur day. More than 300 scouts and lead ers
at tended the camp o ree, and 59 scouts par tic i pated in JOTA.
The weather was per fect. The camp o ree lead er ship has al -
ready de cided to sched ule the next fall camp o ree for JOTA
week end.

On HF, we worked mostly 20m PSK31, 20m SSTV, 40m and
80m phone. On VHF, we worked IRLP and echolink sta tions, 
and some lo cals.

I op er ated on HF us ing psk31, and I was very pleased with
that mode. There were no pile ups to deal with, and we were
able to have some long QSOs dur ing which a num ber of
scouts were able to get on the air.

We worked the fol low ing states:
AL, NJ, NC, PA, NH, NY, SC, LA, KY, MI, VA, ID, WI, OH,

WA, TX
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And the fol low ing coun tries:
Can ada, Mex ico, Cuba, Ven e zuela
The fol low ing am a teur ra dio op er a tors helped dur ing the

event:
Steve Conklin AI4QR, Bob Spence KF6KVR, Ja son Flegal

AI4XI, Tim Hol land KK5H, John Trickey KB0IW, Sharen
Trickey KB7ZCP, Royal Hig gins KI4MBU, Rich ard
Bartholomew (Bart) KK4AI, Gordon Brown KF42HK, Dan
Miller KI4PMW, Earl Wells KZ4W, Ron Shaefer W4VM

Thanks to HARC for the use of the por ta ble tower. The
tower it self was in ter est ing to a lot of scouts and adults, and
helped draw peo ple to the sta tion.

I’d like to also thank the op er a tors of the re peat ers used for
the North Al a bama Skywarn net, who al lowed those re peat -

ers to be linked dur ing the event for com mu ni ca tion be tween 
JOTA lo ca tions in north Al a bama.

Steve Conklin AI4QR
The Magic Season is Coming

 Ra dio has a sea sonal na ture, par tic u larly at HF and be low,
gov erned by the same forces which de ter mine sea sonal vari -
a tion in weather. We’re there fore not sur prised to find that
the low bands are gen er ally less noisy in the win ter, be cause
sources of QRN like thun der storms are less fre quent or lower 
in in ten sity. We can ac cept the no tion that long dis tance
prop a ga tion is dif fer ent at the sol stices than at the equi noxes, 
par tic u larly when we stay on one side of the equa tor, be cause 
the per cent age of our path which is il lu mi nated is very dif fer -
ent at these two times.

 We are en ter ing that rel a tively quiet fall and win ter pe riod, 
and whether by chance or with these con di tions in mind,
that’s also the peak of the HF con test sea son. Maybe con test
spon sors fig ure more hams are avail able on cold week ends,
and with the snow piled high out side the win dow, rel ish the
though of the am pli fier warm ing their fin gers and toes.

 But there’s a less rea soned and more mys ti cal magic that
co mes with short days and a nip in the air. This is also the sea -
son of height ened imag i na tion, when late on cold nights and
un der dim light, the source of those sounds in the head -
phones seems closer than in the balmy days. There seem to
be more fa mil iar calls on the air. The hams at the other end
aren’t anon y mous - they’re friends you’ve met be fore, or
maybe friends you’re meet ing for the first time.

 Ex pe ri ence this for your self. Wait un til the busy day has
wound down, when per haps the whole house hold ex cept
you is asleep, and the con ven tional sources of elec tronic en -
ter tain ment are turned off. Lower the lights. If it’s a cold
night and your shack has a fire place, get it go ing. Turn on the
ra dio - only the ra dio, no com put ers or ac ces so ries are re -
quired.

 You know the rest.
 73, Happy Thanksgiving, and a Merry Christ mas, Tom Duncan,

KG4CUY
APRS NWS Weather Server

As I was sit ting in my ra dio room here in mid-No vem ber I
no ticed the IGate server was trans mit ting data very fre -
quently. So I looked at my screen to see what was caus ing
most of the racket. As it turned out, there was some weather
on the way and the Weather Server was start ing to ramp up
and dis trib ute warn ings and watches.

The Na tional Weather Ser vice (NWS) Weather Server
(WXSVR) has been avail able on the APRS net work for many
years. The WXSVR on APRS was de vel oped by Dale
Huguley, KG5QD. It is an ap pli ca tion that trans lates the
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NWS feed into a for mat suit able for dis sem i na tion on the
APRS net work.

As Dale’s server posts these bul le tins on the APRS Internet
back bone, our lo cal Internet Gate way (N8DEU-4 IGate) fil -
ters the re ports for our lo cal area and im me di ately dis sem i -
nates the data on the lo cal APRS net work via RF trans mis sion 
and digipeaters.

The WXSVR gen er ates APRS ob jects for tor na dos, se vere
thun der storms, trop i cal de pres sions, trop i cal storms, hur ri -
canes, and spe cial ma rine warn ings. When the weather ac -
tiv ity in the Ten nes see Val ley is ac tive, the APRS net work can
be an ac tive source of in for ma tion with real time bul le tins.
There is real value in HAM ra dio us ing the APRS net work.
Lat i tude/lon gi tude in for ma tion is gen er ated for the area of
max i mum con cern as it is re ported in real time. What does
this mean to the Weather Spot ter Net work? Well, it is quite
sim ple. You im me di ately know ex actly how far you are from
the ac tiv ity of max i mum con cern and the di rec tion of the ac -
tiv ity. 

If you are us ing any of the nu mer ous APRS soft ware pro -
grams on a per sonal com puter (PC), handheld PALM, or a
pocket PC you will see ex actly where these weather ob jects
are lo cated on a graph i cal map. Some of these pack ages will
also dis play watch boxes or coun ties high lighted in red or
yel low de pend ing on whether there is a warn ing or a watch
posted in those ar eas. Ad vi sory types such as TOR, FLOOD,
FLASH FLOOD, SVRTSM, SEVERE_WEATHER, etc. are
trans mit ted along with all nu mer ous types gen er ated by the
NWS. The APRS soft ware is pretty smart and it knows when
to un-high light the af fected ar eas on the map as the re ports
ex pire. 

In our lo cal area you may see re ports gen er ated from Mem -
phis (MEG), Nash ville (OHX), Bir ming ham (BMX), and
Huntsville (HUN). In for ma tion re ported from these NWS of -
fices are trans mit ted on the APRS net work im me di ately.

APRS ac tiv ity con tin ues to grow with more and more
weather sta tions and us ers on the APRS net work.

Happy APRS Packeting,
73’s de Tim - N8DEU

Rocket City Marathon
The 31st run ning of the Rocket City Mar a thon will be held

on Sat ur day, De cem ber 8, 2007, com menc ing at 8am. The
26.2 mile race will be con ducted thru the streets of
Huntsville, Al a bama. Huntsville Am a teur Ra dio Club mem -
bers will be as sist ing the Huntsville Track Club as in past
years. 

We’ve been there since the very be gin ning of this, Al a -
bama’s first Mar a thon. Lis ten to NARA’s 146.94 re peater for
most of the cov er age - some sta tions/lo ca tions may need to
switch to the si mul casted 147.18 re peater. Look for APRS po -
si tion re port ing info on 144.39, too. Cov er age will con clude
around 1:30pm.

Still need to fill a few sta tions. If you wish to as sist, let me
know. Need phone num ber/cell, T-shirt size.

Cur rently we have:
1/1A WD4CPF/ KE4AHR
2 N4PDQ/N4PCW
3 K8GNM
4 N5AYD/KI4YRQ
5 Mile 2.9/25.2 open
6 KD4TFN
7 KG4CUY
8 N5DF
9 Mile 17.1 Possibly for KB3DXR
10 KI4MYU
11 W1TV
12 K4EGB
13 Med facility open 
14 Spare open

73, Leigh Bartlow WD4CPF
AMSAT News Phase IV

Have you heard the news about a pos si ble Phase IV sat el -
lite? What does this mean? It means an Am a teur ra dio geo -
sta tion ary sat el lite. That is cor rect. Just think about what that
means to Am a teur Ra dio. NO MORE DEAD band con di -
tions. A 24 hour sat el lite avail able around the clock, with an a -
log and dig i tal ca pa bil i ties. This is just what any pub lic
ser vice emer gency com mu ni ca tion en vi ron ment needs. Just
think what field day would be like with a 24 hour band open -
ing. Are you get ting ex cited!

Here is a late break ing post from an AMSAT news bul le tin:
Rick Hambly, W2GPS, AMSAT Pres i dent along with Bob

McGwier, N4HY, AMSAT
Vice-Pres i dent of En gi neering were able to make pub lic the 

re sults of their re cent work which will change the face of am -
a teur ra dio go ing for ward. AMSAT has been in con sul ta tion
with Intelsat re gard ing an ap pli ca tion of an Intelsat plat form
car ry ing our am a teur ra dio sat el lites into a geosynchronous
or bit.

En gi neering stud ies, fund ing stud ies, among other ne go ti -
a tions are con tin u ing at this point. How ever Bob, N4HY
made the fol low ing ob ser va tion of the pro ject AMSAT has
termed Phase IV Lite, “There is enough in place at this time
that AMSAT needs to be gin plan ning en gi neer ing work and
pos si ble con struc tion of a geosychronous pay load so we are
ready if Intelsat says they have a ride for us.”
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The Phase IV Lite Geosynchronous
Pay load is planned to con sist of sim i lar
tran spond ers al ready un der de vel op -
ment for the Phase 3 sat el lites. Ac cel er -
ated de vel op ment on the dig i tal
Ad vanced Com mu ni ca tion Pack age is
an tic i pated. In ad di tion to the com mu -
ni ca tion pay load flown to space,
AMSAT plans to de velop an earth sta -
tion at tain able by the av er age ham so
that us ers can im me di ately take ad van -
tage of the au dio, dig i tal messaging,
and video ser vices.

The Ad vanced Com mu ni ca tion Pack -
age would be a self-con tained earth sta -
tion which could be sent with am a teur
ra dio com mu ni ca tion teams or de liv -
ered to di sas ter ar eas for 24/7/365 emer -
gency com mu ni ca tions. These teams
would be able to point a small dish at a
pre dict able spot in the sky and im me di -
ately be gin de liv er ing di sas ter com mu -
ni ca tion sup port with out de pend ing
on HF prop a ga tion.

A Phase IV pay load could also be
used to pro vide TDRSS-like re lay of
ARISS com mu ni ca tions. The 10 min ute
school con tact could now be ex panded
to hours-long con tact with the In ter na -
tional Space Sta tion. This opens pos si -
bil i ties for stu dent in volve ment with
ex per i ments aboard the space sta tion.

The Intelsat geosynchronous plat -
form would be able to pro vide the
AMSAT Phase IV Lite pay load with ap -
prox i mately 400 watts of DC power for
15 years. The pri mary pay load would
also per form the GTO boost phase as
well as per form sta tion keep ing and an -
tenna point ing once it has ar rived on
sta tion. Bob, N4HY sum ma rized, “The
Intelsat team would be do ing all the
things nearly im pos si ble for am a teurs
and that en ables AMSAT to do what we
do best ... build a com mu ni ca tion sys -
tem that changes am a teur ra dio for the
better!”

More de tails will be com ing... Stay
tuned. This is a ma jor de vel op ment.

[ANS thanks Rick, W2GPS and Bob,
N4HY for the above in for ma tion]

73’s, Tim - N8DEU, AMSAT Area
Co or di na tor

The Giggle Box
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO

EVERYBODY THAT WAS BORN IN
DECEMBER!!

A note from Gig gles: Now that I have
reached the four page mark on my ar ti -
cle, I will edit it til it gets all the empty
spaces out. Ok, no smart re marks. I
tried to edit my brain, but there was

noth ing there. Thank good ness for the
com puter. Any way, the Christ mas Party 
will be De cem ber 7th, 2007 @ 7:00pm
@ the Red Cross Build ing. Bring a
wrapped gag gift, des sert and a smile. If 
we are good maybe Santa Claus will
sur prise us.

I went to the Vet eran’s Day pa rade
and en joyed lis ten ing to the mu sic and
watch ing the pa rade go by. I en joyed
watch ing the chil dren with big smiles
on their faces as they waved their
Amer i can flags. Some of them don’t
even know why they were there ex cept
to watch and lis ten to the peo ple in the
pa rade. I hope ev ery one en joyed their
Vet eran’s Day. I, per son ally, want to
thank all the men and women who
have served our coun try to keep it free.
Thanksgiving will be com ing up shortly 
and I can’t wait. Be thank ful for what
we have. CUL
A Story or Two

 TAPS
 We in the United States have all

heard the haunt ing song, “Taps.” It’s
the song that gives is that lump in our
throats and usu ally tears in our eyes.
But, do you know the story be hind the
song? If not, I think you will be in ter -
ested to find out about its hum ble be -
gin nings.

Re port edly, it all be gan in 1862 dur ing 
the Civil War, when Un ion Army Cap -
tain Rob ert Ellicombe was with his men
near Har ri son’s Land ing in Vir ginia.
The Con fed er ate Army was on the
other side of the nar row strip of land.
Dur ing the night, Cap tain Ellicombe
heard the moans of a sol dier who lay se -
verely wounded on the field. Not
know ing if it was a Un ion or Con fed er -
ate sol dier, the Cap tain de cided to risk
his life and bring the stricken man back
for med i cal at ten tion. Crawling on his
stom ach through the gun fire, the Cap -
tain reached the stricken sol dier and be -
gan pull ing him to ward his
en camp ment. 

When the Cap tain fi nally reached his
own lines, he dis cov ered it was ac tu ally
a Con fed er ate sol dier, but the sol dier
was dead. The Cap tain lit a lan tern and
sud denly caught his breath and went
numb with shock. In the dim light, he
saw the face of the sol dier. It was his
own son. The boy had been study ing
mu sic in the South when the war broke
out. With out tell ing his Fa ther, the boy
en listed in the Con fed er ate Army.

The fol low ing morn ing, heart bro ken, 
the fa ther asked per mis sion of his su pe -
ri ors to give his son a full mil i tary burial, 

de spite his en emy sta tus. His re quest
was only par tially granted. The Cap tain 
had asked if he could have a group of
Army band mem bers play a fu neral
dirge for his son at the fu neral. The re -
quest was turned down since the sol -
dier was a Con fed er ate. But, out of
re spect for the fa ther, they did say they
could give him only one mu si cian.

The Cap tain chose a bu gler. He asked
the bu gler to play a se ries of mu si cal
notes he had found on a piece of pa per
in the pocket of the dead youth’s uni -
form. This wish was granted. The
haunt ing mel ody, we now know as
“Taps” .. used at mil i tary fu ner als was
born. The words are … 

Day is done 
Gone the sun 

From the lakes 
From the hills 
From the sky 

All is well 
Safely rest
God is nigh
Fading light

Dims the sight
And a star

Gems the sky
Gleaming bright

From afar
Draw ing nigh

Stills the night 
Thanks and praise

For our days
Neath the sun

Neath the stars
Neath the sky 

As we go
This we know
God is nigh 

I, too, have felt the chills while lis ten -
ing to “Taps” but I have never seen all
the words to the song un til now. I did n’t 
even know there was more than one
verse. I also never knew the story be -
hind the song and I did n’t know if you
had ei ther so I thought I’d pass it along.
I now have an even deeper re spect for
the song than I did be fore. 

When you are mak ing out your
Christ mas card list this year, please in -
clude the fol low ing: A Re covering
Amer i can Sol dier c/o Wal ter Reed Army 
Med i cal Cen ter 6900 Geor gia Av e -
nue,NW Wash ing ton, D.C. 20307-5001 
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PUNS
Two an ten nas met on a roof, fell in

love and got mar ried. The cer e mony
was n’t much, but the re cep tion was ex -
cel lent.

A jumper ca ble walks into a bar. The
bar tender says, “I’ll serve you, but don’t 
start any thing.” Two pea nuts walk into
a bar, and one was a salted.

A man walks into a bar with a slab of
as phalt un der his arm and says: “A beer
please, and one for the road.”

Two can ni bals are eat ing a clown.
One says to the other: “Does this taste
funny to you?”

“Doc, I can’t stop sing ing ‘The Green,
Green Grass of Home.’” “That sounds
like Tom Jones Syn drome.” “Is it com -
mon?” “Well, it’s not un usual.”

An in vis i ble man mar ries an in vis i ble
woman. The kids were noth ing to look
at ei ther.

I went to buy some cam ou flage trou -
sers the other day but I could n’t find
any.

I went to a sea food disco last week . . .
and pulled a mus sel.

What do you call a fish with no eyes?
A fsh.

Two fish swim into a con crete wall.
The one turns to the other and says
“Dam!”. (I guess Rolf read this Pun also.
Rolf, I bet you thought I re ally was n’t
lis ten ing while I was sew ing dur ing the
club meet ing. Some peo ple CAN
multi-task. That was n’t a dirty word or I 
would n’t have put it in.)

Two Es ki mos sit ting in a kayak were
chilly, so they lit a fire in the craft. Un -
sur pris ingly it sank, prov ing once again 
that you can’t have your kayak and
heat it too.

A group of chess en thu si asts checked
into a ho tel and were stand ing in the
lobby dis cuss ing their re cent tour na -
ment vic to ries. Af ter about an hour, the
man ager came out of the of fice and
asked them to dis perse. “But why?”,
they asked, as they moved off. “Be -
cause”, he said, “I can’t stand
chess-nuts boast ing in an open foyer.”

Ma hatma Gan dhi, as you know,
walked bare foot most of the time,
which pro duced an im pres sive set of
cal luses on his feet. He also ate very lit -
tle, which made him rather frail and
with his odd diet, he suf fered from bad
breath. this made him (Oh, man, this is
so bad, it’s good).... A super cal loused
frag ile mys tic hexed by hal i to sis.

And fi nally, there was the per son
who sent twenty dif fer ent puns to his
friends, with the hope that at least ten
of the puns would make them laugh.
No pun in ten did. 
When I say I’m Broke, I’m Broke

A lit tle old lady an swered a knock on
the door one day, only to be con fronted
by a well-dressed young man car ry ing
a vac uum cleaner. “Good morn ing,”
said the young man. “If I could take a
cou ple of min utes of your time, I would
like to dem on strate the very lat est in
high-pow ered vac uum clean ers.”

“Go away,” said the old lady. “I have -
n’t got any money, I’m broke!” and she
pro ceeded to close the door.

Quick as a flash, the young man
wedged his foot in the door and
pushed it wide open. “Don’t be too
hasty,” he said, “not un til you have at
least seen my dem on stra tion.” With
that, he emp tied a bucket of horse ma -
nure onto her hall way car pet. “If this
vac uum cleaner does not re move all
traces of this horse ma nure from your
car pet, madam, I will per son ally eat the
re main der.”

The old lady stepped back and said
“Well I hope you’ve got a good ap pe tite, 
be cause they cut off my elec tric ity this
morn ing. What part of broke did you
not un der stand?” 
The Hint for the Month of De cem ber

 A mouse trap, placed on top of your
alarm clock, will pre vent you from roll -
ing over and go ing back to sleep af ter
you hit the snooze but ton.
Thought for the Month of De cem ber

Don’t wait for 6 strong men to take
you to church.
Solve the puz zle: 

MMEEEBRR HOSET STLO NAD
DARMHE LIHWE EVNSRIG HERTI
CUTRONY DNA SOLA SOHTE
EESRPNLYT GNIVRES NI HET
MEDRA ORCESF.

Peggy Bell (Giggles) K4EGB
pbell@hiwaay.net SEW LONG!

From The Editor’s Wastebasket
It’s time to start plan ning for the joint

mem ber ship mail ing for HARC and
NARA. We usu ally try to get that in the
mail be fore the end of the year and
have the joint mem ber ship meet ing as
one of the early ones in Jan u ary. I’m a
bit re luc tant to sug gest the mail ing,
since it’ll have me dig ging ad dresses
out of the FCC da ta base and try ing to
ver ify them dur ing the time I’d nor -
mally be fix ing up my fam ily Christ mas

Card list and get ting them in the mail,
but it needs to be done!

In past years, we have tried to in clude 
ev ery ham in the area cov ered by the
two or ga ni za tions. It’d be much less ef -
fort to mail to just the ex ist ing mem ber -
ships re mind ing ev ery body to re-up
but that has no po ten tial for sign ing up
new mem bers for the groups. Fri day,
De cem ber 14 is the only avail able night
for get ting ready for the mail ing, so
we’ll need the ad dresses se lected, la bels 
printed and the mailout pieces printed
up by that night. 

Had some land line dis cus sion re -
cently with Bob Fanning, K4VB about
the way he had set up the meet ing
sched ule back in the time he was Pres i -
dent. We could n’t re mem ber ex actly
what was what, but ba si cally the month 
had four meet ings each of which had a
def i nite pur pose. I think the ar range -
ment was like this: One Fri day night
was set aside for a busi ness meet ing
and only emer gency busi ness was han -
dled at the other meet ings (many clubs
only meet once a month and can han -
dle their busi ness with one monthly
meet ing, why can’t we? An other Fri day 
night was set aside for a pro gram night,
giv ing the club ossifers only one night a
month to find a pro gram for. An other
night was Vox and Social night -- back
when we had to fold, dot, la bel and
pack the Voxes for bulk mail ing -- could
still be used as a so cial night. The fourth
Fri day night was set aside as a meet ing
for the spe cial in ter est groups -- packet,
ATV and what ever. As now, for months
with a fifth Fri day, that night was set
aside as auc tion night. As far as pos si -
ble, club busi ness was held to a min i -
mum on nights other than the
des ig nated busi ness meet ing night.

I won der if a some what sim i lar ar -
range ment would work for the club
now. It might be eas ier to come up wiith 
pro gram ma te rial for one pro gram
night a month. And we need to work on 
pro grams. I’ve said it be fore and I still
think it is so that al most any mem ber of
this club could come up with a pro gram 
on some topic that would be of in ter est
to the club -- not nec es sar ily ham ra dio
re lated, though that would be the best
em pha sis. Re mem ber Bob Fanning’s
pro gram on beekeeping a few months
back. I think ev ery body found that in -
ter est ing, even if the only an ten nas in -
volved were on the bees.

Enough from me! Happy Thanksgiving!
Frank Emens, W4HFU
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