
From The Pres i dent
With the hol i day sea son gain ing mo -

men tum, we will all soon be con sumed
with plans to host and at tend par ties,
see plays, pag eants, and bal lets, watch
our fa vor ite mov ies, dec o rate the
house, and so on. In lit tle more than a
month it will all be over un til next year.
In our hurry, let’s not for get these hol i -
days’ mean ings. As I will be out of the
coun try on busi ness for the HARC
Christ mas Party (De cem ber 5th, don’t
YOU miss it!), let me now wish each of
you a joy ous hol i day sea son, with best
wishes for 2004.

73, Tom Duncan, KG4CUY
NARA Notes: Dec 03

Well yes, it’s been a while since I
have writ ten a col umn for the Vox But
here we are. The ex cuse ? - OK what
you’ve heard on the grid leak is true. I
am now the Al a bama fre quency co or di -
na tor. It does in deed take up a good
chunk of my time but it’s been in ter est -
ing & I’ve learned a lot. I’ll have to give
a HARC pro gram on it next year.
Thanks to W4XE from writ ing the last
NARA notes

Getting down to the lat est news with
NARA re peat ers: as most of you know,
the big news is with the 146.94 Flag ship
ma chine. We will have a more de tailed
re port at the up com ing HARC/NARA
Kick off meet ing on Jan u ary 9th but
here is a few high points. We have been
on the top small tower at Ch 31 for
years. Due to re cent events with the un -
for tu nate fall of the large tower, there
has been a con sol i da tion to the small
tower which ef fected us in the form of
an an tenna re-lo ca tion on the same
tower. At about the same time there
were prob lems which sur faced with
our own equip ment: mainly the 100
Watt am pli fier which caused very poor
per for mance of the ma chine. Our ap -
proach at this time is to fix our own
equip ment as quickly as pos si ble so that 

only then can we re ally see the full ef -
fect of the an tenna move. My hope is
that by the time you read this, our
equip ment will be re paired. We may do 
main te nance in sev eral stages and
some of those tasks may re quire the re -
peater to be off the air a day or two.
Your pa tience is ap pre ci ated. We will
have a de tailed up date at the big meet -
ing on Jan 9th, so don’t miss it.

There are many op tions / op por tu ni -
ties to look at so if you have in put, and
want to help, don’t hes i tate to con tact
me. As al ways, we are grate ful to our
hosts at Chan nel 31. I hope that you will 
con tinue to sup port them as you al -
ways have.

Many of you have asked, what can I
do to help? My first thought is - don’t
give up on ‘94 while the go ing is tough.
Hang in there and keep us ing the ma -
chine so that we can char ac ter ize not
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Club Officers 
President: 

Tom Duncan, KG4CUY
duncant1@ds-s.com

Vice President:
Kim Hensley, WG8S

khensley@gamewood.net

Secretary: 
Rolf Goedhart K4RGG.

k4rgg@arrl.net
Treasurer: 

Heath Thorson, KC4HRX, 722-0250
hthorson@knology.net

The club's ad dress is Box 423,
Huntsville, Ala. 35804. Meet ings are held 
each Fri day night at 7:30 P.M. at the
Amer i can Red Cross Build ing, 1101
Wash ing ton Street. Dues are $12.00 per
year, fam ily mem ber ships are $15.00 per
year. The club main tains a Web Site at
“http://www.harc.net”

The North Alabama Repeater
Association operates repeaters on 146.34
/ 146.94, 147.78 / 147.18, 223.34 /
224.94and 448.5 / 443.5. NARA dues are
$16.00 per year and may be sent to
NARA at P.O. Box 18941 Huntsville, AL
35804-8941. 

The club's packet radio interest group,
HUNTSPAC, maintains an extensive
packet network for the Huntsville area.
Dues for use of this network are $15.00
per year, and can be paid through the
HARC Secretary-Treasurer listed above.

The club's ATV special interest group,
TVATV operates an ATV repeater. It's
input frequency is 439.25 MHz and its
output is 421.25 MHz. A voice
coordination repeater is operated with
output frequency of 145.33 MHz, input
600 kHz down.

The Vox is pub lished the third Fri day
of each month ex cept for August. Edi tor
of the Vox is Frank Emens, W4HFU,
3714 Lake wood Cir cle, Hunts ville, Ala.
35811 or fe mens@hiwaay.net. Ma te rial
of in ter est to the HARC mem ber ship
should be sub mit ted to the edi tor by the
sec ond Fri day of the month of
publication. 

“Vox”, Vol 43, Nr 11, December, 2003
A Newsletter published monthly except 

for August by the Huntsville Amateur
Radio Club, P.O. Box 423, Huntsville, AL
35804

CAVEC Ama teur Ra dio Li cense Ex ams

Exam ses sions are held the first Sat ur -
day of each month un less a hol i day

causes the ses sion to be de layed for one
week.

Up com ing ses sions are:
Sat ur day, De cem ber 6
Sat ur day, January 3

For in for ma tion con tact:

Larry Frost, KR4GU, 536-4154
kr4gu@hamfest.org

Or
Don Tun still, W4NO, 536-3904

dontunstill@hamfest.org

Exam Ses sions are held the 3rd Sat ur -
day of each month at 1:00. In even

num bered months they are held at the
Ath ens EOC. In odd num bered months

they are held in Mad i son at
Intergraph, Build ing 15

For in for ma tion contact Bob Hud son,
W4RKH, 461-7905
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only any prob lems but also what our
new cov er age is once we have dealt
with all the prob lems that we can on the
ground. Re ports of how well folks are
get ting into the ma chine are ap pre ci -
ated and can be mailed to
NARA@qsl.net and w4vm@comcast.net.
Be sure to note the date, where the other 
per son is and how much power they are 
run ning as well as if they are base / mo -
bile. De scribe how well they were into
the ma chine - white noise, drop outs,
mo bile flut ter etc. If you get in a sit u a -
tion where you can’t get through on ‘94,
don’t for get to use the other NARA ma -
chines as well as DX club ma chines. 

The 145.33 NARA ma chine of fers very 
sim i lar cov er age to ‘94 (from Monte
Sano) and the 147.18 NARA ma chine of -
fers great cov er age from Brindlee
Moun tain south of Huntsville. Even
though the ‘18 ma chine has an IRLP
node linked to it, it is still a lo cal us age

ma chine 90% of the time. Lis ten care -
fully to the cour tesy tones and you can
dis cern if the IRLP link as been left on or
not. More on that at the meet ing but
even if some one leaves the link on,
don’t be afraid to mix a lo cal with a
world wide con ver sa tion - this is ham
ra dio, - it’s sup posed to be fun ! NARA
us ers are also wel come on the 147.10
ma chine and the 147.30 DX club flag -
ship ma chine. Both of these use a 103.5
PL. The 147.10 patch is tem po rarily
down and 145.33 does not have a patch
at cur rent. The ag ing patch link was
taken off of 147.18 in fa vor of IRLP but
the old equip ment is in ser vice on 147.30 
while it still works so you can try a patch 
on that ma chine. Please give pref er ence
to DX club mem bers on the 147.30 re -
peater. And of course if you re ally do
still fa vor auto patch us age over the cell
phone, it may be high time to in vest in a
dual band ra dio. There are many patch
ca pa ble 440 re peat ers in town in clud ing

our own 443.500 which I think has the
best patch au dio of any ma chine in
town! - not to men tion the re mote base 
fun that you can have.

Watch your mail boxes this month
for the big HARC/NARA joint mem -
ber ship drive let ter and please sup port 
NARA. We have a chal leng ing year
ahead of us in ‘04. Con sider sup port -
ing with your time as well as your
money. Elec tions are com ing up and
we can al ways use fresh blood
weather it be as a NARA of fi cer or on a
com mit tee or task team. The 2004
Nom i nating com mit tee chair man is
none other then our up com ing ARRL
Al a bama Section Manager: Mr Greg
Sarratt - W4OZK. Con tact him at
w4ozk@ya hoo.com if you are in ter -
ested. See you on the air and at the big
meet ing . 

73, Ron Shaffer W4VM / NARA
President.
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HARC ACTIVITY CALENDAR FOR
De cem ber, 2003

Sunday Mon day Tues day Wednes day Thurs day Fri day Sat ur day

30 1 2
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

3
South east Linked
Re peater Net 1900
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

4
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

5
HARC Christ mas
Party at Red Cross
building

6  *TWIAR
CAVEC Li cense
Exams, 0900 Red
Cross Building

7 8 9
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

10
South east Linked
Re peater Net 1900
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

11
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

12
HARC / NARA Joint
Mem ber ship Drive
stick-on

13  *TWIAR

14 15 16
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

17
South east Linked
Re peater Net 1900
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

18
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

19
HARC Meet ing

Vox & So cia ble Night

20  *TWIAR

21 22 23
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

24
South east Linked
Re peater Net 1900
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

25
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

26
NO HARC Meet ing

Merry Christmas!

27  *TWIAR

28 29 30
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

31
South east Linked
Re peater Net 1900
on +442.775 PL
203.5 Hz

1
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

2
NO HARC Meet ing
Re cov ery from hog
jowl, blackeyed peas
& football over dose

3  *TWIAR
CAVEC Li cense
Exams, 0900 Red
Cross Build ing

*TWIAR -- This Week In Am a teur Ra dio, +442.775 PL203.5 Hz 8 PM Ev ery Sat ur day
ATV Net @ 20:00, Check in on 145.33, Tuesdays
South east Linked Re peater Net on +442.775, PL 203.5 Hz @ 20:00, Wednes days
Mad i son County Emer gency Net on 34/94 @19:30, Thursdays
SkyWarn Net on 147.24 @ 20:00, Thursdays

mailto:NARA@qsl.net
mailto:w4vm@comcast.net


2003 - A Brief Re view
HARC wel comed quite a few new

mem bers dur ing the past year, a trend
we hope con tin ues for years to come.
Much is said of the ag ing ham, but our
new mem bers av er aged youn ger than
any of the pop u larly-cited fig ures in the
mid 40s to mid 50s range. Our tech ni -
cian class and wel come-to-new-hams at
the Oc to ber and No vem ber test ing ses -
sions at the Red Cross shows there are
in deed young new hams com ing along.
This bodes well for the hobby if we can
keep these newbies in ter ested.

One way to spread ra dio aware ness to 
hams new and old and non-hams alike
is through in volve ment in activies like
bike races, mo tor cy cle races, foot races,
and bal loon launches, and here again
we have done well. Bal loons actvities
show ham ra dio to a whole new group
of peo ple. Thanks to all who con tinue to
vol un teer sup port for these ex tra-club
ac tiv i ties.

Alas, this year sev eral north Al a bama
hams be came si lent keys. Equip ment
be long ing to two of these, WA4LAF and
WB2LLB, was do nated through HARC
for the ben e fit of area hams. Pro ceeds
from the sale of this equip ment al lowed
HARC to pur chase a com puter/video
pro jec tor for the use of HARC, NARA,
NADXC, TVATV, and our long-time
friend, the Red Cross. Though this leg -
acy, these hams will con tinue to be re -
mem bered by us all.

Finally, K4BFT once again gar nered
an ad mi ra ble Field Day stand ing, to the
amaze ment of all who op er ated
through con di tions which could be
char i ta bly de scribed as lousy. Field Day
tests our abil ity to com mu ni cate - what -
ever the chal lenges, many of which
have noth ing to do with ra dio. Hats off
to all those who made Field Day a big
suc cess for the Big Fat Tur key.

73, Tom Duncan, KG4CUY
HAMOGRAPHY

This month has been rough in try ing
to get po ten tial Hamography in ter views 

sched uled and done.did not hap pen.
As Thanksgiving is near ing and I may
have to hop a plane for Den ver next
week.I have re lied on the can di date I
do not have to in ter view..Me !!! I will
do better next month.

Fred Ker sey, WB0UCI:

It was Jan, 1976 in Grand Forks ND.
The tem per a ture in the U.S. Air Force
owned, Boe ing Com pany man aged
trailer park was mi nus 40 de grees, the
wind was blow ing at 60 mph and the
wind chill was mi nus 118 de grees. I
was read ing the want ads in hope of
some thing to keep my mind off the
weather and the fast de vel op ing
“Cabin Fe ver”. The lo cal Ham Ra dio
club was ad ver tis ing a be gin ning
course in ra dio the ory and Morse
Code. Thus be gan not a short re spite
from Cabin Fe ver and a North Da kota
Win ter; but one of the most valu able
and sat is fy ing pe ri ods of my life. My
first “Elmer”, George, W0EUQ helped
me pre pare for my Nov ice Exam
which I passed a few months later;
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and gained my Gen eral Class Ticket the 
year af ter.

My first shack was very dif fer ent
from what is nor mal to day. I be gan
with an old HC-5 re ceiver whose lin -
eage tread back to the in nards of a
World War II B25 Bomber. Great on
sen si tiv ity, but lousy on se lec tiv ity. As if 
that was not less than the “State Of The
Art”; my first trans mit ter was an old
John son Ad ven turer 25 watt CW crys tal 
con trolled unit, which I later equipped
with an out board La fay ette VFO.
Shortly there af ter I re placed the HC-5
with a La fay ette HA 350 re ceiver
(which I still have). I fed the John son
into a 40 me ter Gotham Ver ti cal an -
tenna at tached to the metal side of the
mo bile home, us ing the metal roof as a
ground. The HA-350 fed off a sep a rate
re ceiv ing Di-Pole an tenna. Not the best
shack in the world, but I was on the air
!!!! But, it was not long be fore I was get -
ting com plaints from HAMS all over
North Da kota. The John son was putt -
ing out har mon ics all over the North ern 
Tier of the United States and Can ada
was threat en ing to in vade !!!! So, on a
trip south to Oklahoma to visit fam ily, I
stopped at Burgardts in Peere South
Da kota and bought a Halecrafter’s
HT-37 Trans mit ter. Can ada signed a
Peace Treaty with the U.S. and I was
once again ac cepted as a mem ber of the
fam ily of Grand Forks, ND HAMS !!!!
The next year I re ceived my Gen eral
Class Ticket and added an Astatic D-104 
mike to the HT-37.

To day, I have 3 shacks; one at my
house in the St. Louis, MO area; one in
my mo tor home in the drive way of the
house; and one in my apart ment in
Mad i son, AL.. The shack in the house
in cludes a pair of vin tage 1973
Kenwood Twins ( the T599 trans mit ter
and the R599 re ceiver) run ning into an
80/40 me ter But ter nut Ver ti cal and a
20/15/10 me ter Hy Gain Ver ti cal. The
shack in the house also con tains a 2 me -
ter Packett sta tion fed by an Icom IC
21A into a J Pole an tenna. The shack in
the mo tor home in cludes an ICOM IC
725 HF rig run ning into Hus tler mo bile
an ten nas for 80, 40 and 20 me ters; and
an ICOM IC 28H for 2 me ters. The
apart ment Shack in Mad i son, AL is also

equipped with an ICOM IC 725 HF rig,
run ning into MFJ In door apart ment an -
ten nas for 40 and 20 me ters. ICOM
V8000 units also oc cupy the apart ment
and the car for 2 me ters.

How ever the fore go ing may sound;
my life has not been en tirely dom i nated 
by Ham Ra dio. I had a very good 25
year mar riage to a won der ful lady that I 
lost to a heart con di tion in 1993. We had 
two sons, Mike and Steve and a Grand
Daugh ter, Am ber who is now 9 years
old. I have a BA de gree from Oklahoma
City Uni ver sity and Grad u ate Work
from Oklahoma Cen tral State Uni ver -
sity; and am cer ti fied as a Lo gis ti cal En -
gi neer. I re tired af ter 36 years with
Fed eral Civil Ser vice in 1996; and have
been work ing for De fense Con trac tors
since then. I am cur rently with COBRO
Cor po ra tion as a Se nior An a lyst. My
other in ter ests in clude Pho tog ra phy
and Trout Fishing.

Since ob tain ing my Ex tra Class ticket
in Sep tem ber, 2003; my next Ham re -
lated goal is to get my CW Code speed
up to at least 20 wpm.

Thanks HARC for al low ing me to be
part of your fam ily:

73s, Fred Kersey WB0UCI 
The Giggle Box
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
EVERYBODY THAT WAS BORN IN
NOVEMBER!!

A note from Gig gles: I hope ev ery one
re mem bered the Vet erans on Vet erans
Day. Thanks to all the Vet erans and
may God bless you. I hope the weather
will be nice on Vet erans Day be cause I
plan to go watch the pa rade go by in
Huntsville. I said that I wanted to take
pic tures of the dif fer ent col ors of the
leaves, but would n’t you know it, my
cam era is al ways at home.
Thanksgiving is right around the cor -
ner. Re mem ber, you are mak ing mem o -
ries when you get to gether with your
fam i lies. I look for ward to cook ing and
eat ing with my fam ily. We are blessed
to have them. I hope ev ery one has a
safe and happy Thanksgiving.
A Joke or Two

Ms Susie asked her Sunday School
class to draw pic tures of their fa vor ite
Bi ble sto ries. She was puz zled by

Jimmy’s pic ture, which showed four
peo ple on an air plane, so she asked him 
which story it was meant to rep re sent.
“The flight to Egypt,” said Jimmy. “I see
. .and that must be Mary, Jo seph, and
Baby Je sus,” Ms. Susie said. “But who’s
the fourth per son?” “Oh, that’s Pon tius
the Pi lot.” 

***
An ex as per ated mother, whose son

was al ways get ting into mis chief, fi -
nally asked him, “How do you ex pect to 
get into heaven?” The boy thought it
over and said, “Well, I’ll just run in and
out and in and out and keep slam ming
the door un til St. Pe ter says, ‘For
Heaven’s sake, Jimmy, come in or stay
out.’” 

***

A nurs ery school teacher was de liv er -
ing a sta tion wagon full of kids home
one day when afire truck zoomed past.
Sit ting in the front seat of the fire truck
was a Dal ma tian dog. The chil dren
started dis cuss ing the dog’s du ties.
“They use him to keep crowds back,”
said one young ster. “No,” said an other.
“He’s just for good luck.” A third child
brought the ar gu ment to a close. “They
use the dogs,” she said firmly, “to find
the fire hy drant.”

***

Lit tle Johnny watched, fas ci nated, as
his mother smoothed cold cream on her 
face. “Why do you do that, Mommy?”
he asked. “To make my self beau ti ful,”
said his mother, who then be gan re -
mov ing the cream with a tis sue.
“What’s the mat ter?” asked Lit tle
Johnny. “Giving up?” 

***
Im por tant Les sons  -- Cleaning Lady

Dur ing my sec ond month of col lege,
our pro fes sor gave us a pop quiz. I was
a con sci en tious stu dent and had
breezed through the ques tions, un til I
read the last one: “What is the first
name of the woman who cleans the
school? Surely this was some kind of
joke. I had seen the clean ing woman
sev eral times. She was tall, dark-haired
and in her 50s, but how would I know
her name? I handed in my pa per, leav -
ing the last ques tion blank. Just be fore
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class ended, one stu dent asked if the last 
ques tion would count to ward our quiz
grade. ”Ab so lutely," said the pro fes sor.
“In your ca reers, you will meet many
peo ple. All are sig nif i cant. They de serve
your at ten tion and care, even if all you
do is smile and say ‘hello’. I’ve never for -
got ten that les son. I also learned her
name was Dor o thy.
Pickup in the Rain

One night, at 11.30 p.m., an older Af ri -
can Amer i can woman was stand ing on
the side of an Al a bama high way try ing
to en dure a lash ing rain storm. Her car
had bro ken down and she des per ately
needed a ride. Soak ing wet, she de cided
to flag down the next car. A young
white man stopped to help her, gen er -
ally un heard of in those con flict-filled
1960s. The man took her to safety,
helped her get as sis tance and put her
into a taxi cab. She seemed to be in a big
hurry, but wrote down his ad dress and
thanked him. Seven days went by and a
knock came on the man’s door. To his
sur prise, a gi ant con sole color TV was
de liv ered to his home. A spe cial note
was at tached. It read “Thank you so
much for as sist ing me on the high way
the other night. The rain drenched not
only my clothes, but also my spir its.
Then you came along. Be cause of you, I
was able to make it to my dy ing hus -
band’s bed side just be fore he passed
away. God bless you for help ing me and 
un self ishly serv ing oth ers.”

Al ways re mem ber those who serve In
the days when an ice cream sun dae cost
much less, a 10 -year-old boy en tered a
ho tel cof fee shop and sat at a ta ble. A
wait ress put a glass of wa ter in front of
him. “How much is an ice cream sun -
dae?” he asked. “Fifty cents,” re plied the 
wait ress. The lit tle boy pulled his hand
out of his pocket and stud ied the coins
in it. “Well how much is a plain dish of
ice cream?”, he in quired. By now more
peo ple were wait ing for a ta ble and the
wait ress was grow ing im pa tient.
“Thirty-five cents,” she brusquely re -
plied. The lit tle boy again counted his
coins. “I’ll have the plain ice cream,” he
said. The wait ress brought the ice
cream, put the bill on the ta ble and
walked away. The boy fin ished the ice
cream, paid the cash ier and left. When
the wait ress came back, she be gan to cry

as she wiped down the ta ble. There,
placed neatly be side the empty dish,
were two nick els and five pen nies. You
see, he could n’t have the sun dae, be -
cause he had to have enough left to
leave her a tip.

The ob sta cle in Our Path In an cient
times, a King had a boul der placed on a
road way. Then he hid him self and
watched to see if any one would re move
the huge rock. Some of the king’s
wealth i est mer chants and court iers
came by and sim ply walked around it.
Many loudly blamed the King for not
keep ing the roads clear, but none did
any thing about get ting the stone out of
the way. Then a peas ant came along car -
ry ing a load of veg e ta bles. Upon ap -
proach ing the boul der, the peas ant laid
down his bur den and tried to move the
stone to the side of the road. Af ter much
push ing and strain ing, he fi nally suc -
ceeded. Af ter the peas ant picked up his
load of veg e ta bles, he no ticed a purse ly -
ing in the road where the boul der had
been. The purse con tained many gold
coins and a note from the King in di cat -
ing that the gold was for the per son who 
re moved the boul der from the road way. 
The peas ant learned what many of us
never un der stand! Ev ery ob sta cle pres -
ents an op por tu nity to im prove our con -
di tion.

Giving When it Counts Many years
ago, when I worked as a vol un teer at a
hos pi tal, I got to know a lit tle girl named 
Liz who was suf fer ing from a rare and
se ri ous dis ease. Her only chance of re -
cov ery ap peared to be a blood trans fu -
sion from her 5-year old brother, who

had mi rac u lously sur vived the same
dis ease and had de vel oped the an ti -
bod ies needed to com bat the ill ness.
The doc tor ex plained the sit u a tion to
her lit tle brother, and asked the lit tle
boy if he would be will ing to give his
blood to his sis ter. I saw him hes i tate
for only a mo ment be fore tak ing a
deep breath and say ing, “Yes I’ll do it if 
it will save her.” As the trans fu sion
pro gressed, he lay in bed next to his
sis ter and smiled, as we all did, see ing
the color re turn ing to her cheek. Then
his face grew pale and his smile faded.
He looked up at the doc tor and asked
with a trem bling voice, “Will I start to
die right away”. Be ing young the lit tle
boy had mis un der stood the doc tor; he
thought he was go ing to have to give
his sis ter all of his blood in or der to
save her.

The Thought for the Month of No -
vem ber: Work like you don’t need the
money, love like you’ve never been
hurt, and dance like you do when no -
body’s watch ing.

Did You Know: Save empty nut
cans dur ing the year and at tach
Christ mas wrap ping pa per to the out -
side. They are per fect to put home -
made sug ared nuts in for a gift. 

Solve the puz zle: HNSIIGTAKGVN
SHA LUFREDONW AASMOR

73 Peggy Bell (Gig gles) K4EGB SEW
LONG!

Adventures in Balloon
Chasing

What’s hap pen ing in Am a teur Ra -
dio? One does not need too look too
far or lis ten very long be fore they hear
of yet an other bal loon launch from
NSSTC over at UAH. Stu dents have
launched 3 bal loons since the last VOX 
was pub lished and many Ham’s have
as sisted in re cov er ing the bal loons af -
ter they land. The trick to know ing
where they land is where APRS re ally
shines. A handheld, GPS, TNC or
TinyTrak is all that it takes to trans mit
the lo ca tion of the pay load. When the
bal loon launches, the chase be gins. As
re ported in an ear lier ar ti cle we ac tual
saw a bal loon land on one of my very
first chases. Per haps, it was be gin ners
luck. In early No vem ber we chased a
bal loon that landed a short dis tance
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from Sharp’s Mtn just east of Mad i son
County Lake.

What a great time of the year to go
chas ing through the coun try side as the
Fall col ors were be com ing very pro -
nounced. We raced up route 65 and
turned west on CR4 to be in place to
watch an other bal loon land ing. We
were just on the other side of a hill wait -
ing for it to ap pear when all of a sud den
the bal loon took a quick turn to the
north on our APRS map. The winds
gen er ated by those hills sucked it right

up to ward the cove of two hills. If there
were a pub lic road to get there we
would have re cov ered it, but we had to
find how to cross the hill. We met sev -
eral lo cals on CR4 and they were all
prob a bly talk ing about these strang ers
car ry ing an ten nas an handheld giz mos
walk ing and driv ing all over the neigh -
bor hood.

Ev ery body we met on the trip was
friendly and help ful once we ex plained
what we were do ing. One fam ily let us
cross their land and we met some mem -
bers of the Dry Creek Hunting Club
who of fered to take one of the stu dents
on a ATV up the hill. We equipped them 
with a handheld GPS to guide them to
the tar get. They came back with re ports
of a vey dense wooded area and we had
to come up with an other game plan.

As dark ness set, Bill Brown, WB8ELK
picked up a te lem e try sig nal of a sec ond
bal loon (Ra dio Sonde) that launched
shortly af ter the stu dent pay load we
were chas ing. Bill talked us into the
chal lenge of a Fox Hunt. So here we are
walk ing down a coun try road look ing
for the un known. We came upon a
house and the sig nal was com ing from
the di rec tion of the house. There was a
sign posted on a tree in the drive way
that read “No Tres passing”. These folks
seem to mean busi ness.

By this time it is com pletely dark and
we are stand ing on the road when this
Jeep with 3 teen ag ers pulls up about 100
feet where we were stand ing. It was ap -
par ent they lived at this house and we
prob a bly star tled them. As one of the
crew walked to ward the Jeep I heard the 
power door locks quickly en gage. Oh
boy, here we go now. They cracked the
win dow to make con ver sa tion about
what we were do ing. Af ter a few min -
utes they said it was OK to cross their
prop erty to take a look.

 Bill walked around the house and it
was time to re move the an tenna on the
HT and hold it close to the body and do
some 360 de gree turns to find the di rec -
tion of the sig nal. We took a path be hind 

the house and got real close to where
the sig nal was com ing from all di rec -
tions. From out of the dark ness one of
the stu dents yelled, “There it is up in
the tree!” Up in the tree it was in deed,
but most of us could not see it un til a

light was shined on the sub ject. Even
then, I must ad mit I could not see it,
but there it was up in a tree at least
60-70 feet. Gary, N4TXI, said he heard
a noise like a buzz ing sound in the
dark ness. Bill ex plained the pay load
had a pump run ning on it. The buzz -
ing was off the path in the wooded
area. Bingo! Gary found it ly ing on the
ground. We thought for sure we
would have to come back later to re -
trieve the pay load. The High School
se nior who lived at the house later
said we looked pretty im por tant car ry -
ing all those handheld gad gets. It was
a long day. I bet the young man’s
friends could not be lieve the re ward
Bill handed him at the end of the hunt.
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Since we lost the last bea con from the
bal loon pay load we orig i nally set out to
re cover, we were still not sure ex actly
where it landed be cause we could not
hear the APSR bea con af ter it landed.
Bill called some friends on the other side 
of the hill in the Sharp’s cove area to see
if there was an other way to get to the
pay load. On the way over, my lap top
sounded a fa mil iar sound “UPDATE!” I
looked down at the dis play and we had
just re ceived a po si tion re port from the
bal loon pay load. It ap pears those hills
on the east side were Mother Na tures
RF choke, be cause we heard noth ing
from it on the CR4 side. This re port gave
us ex actly what we needed to find the
pay load. Ev i dently, we found the right
spot to get enough sig nal be tween the
hills to get the in for ma tion that was crit -
i cal to the search. The next day we set
out on a hike. Some of Bill Brown’s con -
tacts got us ac cess to a gate to go
4-wheeling along some old trails and
then on a hike for a cou ple of miles. We
got within 0.3 miles of the pay load, but
dark ness forced us to get out of the
dense woods. We pushed the limit and
ended up walk ing the last mile in com -
plete dark ness through a nar row trail.
The wild life could be heard mov ing
around us and we had no flash light to
see where in the world we were go ing.
The hike proved to be help ful as we dis -
cov ered a very nice fire road to get
closer to the bal loon pay load. The stu -
dents went back a few days later and
found the bal loon, but they could not
get it out of the tall trees. That is an other
pro ject. How do you re trieve a six- pack
cooler full of elec tron ics dan gling from a 
tall tree What an ad ven ture Steve
KD4TFN, Bob N4CCO, Robby KG4PLK, 
Gary N4TXI, Dick W1TV, Charles
KG4UWE, John W4JXP, and Bill
WB8ELK him self went on the chase. I
apol o gize in ad vance if I missed any
names. Check out the pic tures. Our lat -
est ad ven ture took us to Dal ton, GA and
the Cohutta Wil der ness area, but there
is no room left in this month’s VOX.

73’s, Tim  N8DEU
From The Editor’s Wastebasket

Sittin’ here at the key board won der -
ing what to pluck out of the waste bas ket 
for you this month. Be ing that it is
Thanksgiving time, I’ll surely own up to

be ing thank ful that HARC is con tin u ing
to be a suc cess ful op er a tion with a ded i -
cated and in ter ested mem ber ship. I do
wish you folks would make it eas ier for
Fred to get his Hamography fea ture
writ ten by co op er at ing with him on in -
ter views. 

We have mem bers of the group work -
ing with new(er) tech nol o gies like
APRS, IRLP, the vari ants of phose shift
key ing, and so on. It’s amaz ing what can 
be done now a days with a com puter and 
a good sound card. I keep re mem ber ing
the sa vant who, in the early days of the
first com put ers, said; “I don’t see how
the world could need more than maybe
5 com put ers.” Now we ap proach panic
mode when the home com puter goes
down. 

Don’t for get the Christ mas soi ree on
De cem ber 5 and the stick-on for the
HARC / NARA joint mail ing on the 12th, 
We’ll have a lit tle over 500 en ve lopes to
stuff, la bel and pack away ready for
mail ing. That should n’t take too long, so 
we can make a short night of it. 

On the back page of this Vox is a map
show ing the track of the weatheer bal -
loon flight de scribed in Tim’s writeup.
The bal loon track is in blue -- un for tu -
nately the map is in black & white, so
you can’t see the blue. I stuck a tag in to,
I hope, show which one of lthe squig gly
lines is the bal loon’s track. It is fas ci nat -
ing to me that that map was gen er ated
automagically as the tar get made its
twists and turns and as the troops
chased it. 

It’s not too early to at least start col lect -
ing up res o lu tions for the year 2004. A
cou ple I’d like to see ev ery body make
are to help the club keep meet ings in ter -
est ing by vol un teer ing to pres ent pro -
grams dur ing the com ing year -- and to
help Fred Ker sey in get ting in puts for
his Hamography fea ture. Both of those
res o lu tions will do won ders to ward
mak ing meet ings in ter est ing and to -
ward help ing us all to know each other
better.

You never know when an ac tion  you
take may have the ef fect of glean ing
your self a spot some where on the in -
ternet -- or what you might turn up with 
Google. I was sit ting idly by the ‘puter a
cou ple of weeks ago and de cided to do a 

google search on “Frank Emens”. I
found out a bunch of stuff, in clud ing
the fact that the au di to rium at Ball
State in In di ana is named Emens
Auditorium (cer tainly not named for
me!) But I found an item la belled “A
Let ter From Frank Emens”. ‘What the
heck could that be?’ I won dered as I
clicked on the en try. Turns out, back in 
‘76 when I still had an Ap ple Com -
puter (not an Ap ple 2, they had n’t re -
al ized they needed to num ber them at
that time -- it was the first one -- the
one they sold less than 400 of), I wrote
a let ter to a guy who was pub lish ing a
lit tle news let ter for Ap ple own ers.  It
de scribed some as sem bly lan guage
rou tines I had writ ten that, com bined
with a pro gram in BASIC, would  let
you pro duce mu sic or Morse code on
the cas sette in ter face of the com puter.
I had called it “the Au di ble Ap ple”. I
re vised them for use with an Ap ple 2
and pro ceeded to give a dem on stra -
tion at a HARC meet ing. I had com -
pletely for got ten about that ac tiv ity, so 
I was dumb founded when I found it
on the in ternet. It seems some body
has built a website with a lot of his tor i -
cal Ap ple lore and there are peo ple in -
ter ested in build ing em u la tions of the
old Ap ple and the old 6502 pro ces sor.
Better be care ful what you say, you
never know when it might en ter into
pos ter ity on the in ternet.

73, Frank Emens, W4HFU
Flea Market
Gift Certificate Auction:

I am ac cept ing bids via email on a
$50 Kenwood gift cer tif i cate won at
the Hamfest. I will in form all bid ders
via email as to the cur rent bid when
new ones are sub mit ted. Min i mum
start ing bid is $20.00 and in cre ments
are $1.00. Bids will be ac cepted un til
2400 hrs 11-31-03. Bid email ad dress is
jwallace@knology.net. Jim, W4NYC. 
Old Teletype Gear Wanted

Steve Jones, who used to be a ham, is 
look ing for old WW2 style tele type
ma chines. If you’ve got one of the old
clat ter ing, oil sling ing ma chines (I
used to have a Tele type Model 15, I
know.) stashed in the base ment and
would like to get rid of it, give him a
call at 883-5479.
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