
From The Prez
Ham ra dio-re lated news which

reaches the mass me dia is gen er ally on
two top ics: pub lic ser vice com mu ni ca -
tions in the wake of a di sas ter, and spec -
trum is sues. Spec trum news is of
high est pro file when the in cum bent pri -
mary ser vice is well-known, so ham al -
lo ca tions are of ten up staged. This tends
to pres ent a mono lithic im age of am a -
teur ra dio as a hobby al lowed by the
gov ern ment to ex ist if it can pro vide cer -
tain pub lic ser vices when needed. In -
deed, right at it’s out set para graph
97.1(a) of FCC am a teur ser vices rules
reads “Rec og ni tion and en hance ment of 
the value of the am a teur ser vice to the
pub lic as a vol un tary non com mer cial
com mu ni ca tion ser vice, par tic u larly
with re spect to pro vid ing emer gency
com mu ni ca tions.”

End of story? Not quite, though the
ideas en cap su lated in the four sub se -
quent para graphs are gen er ally over -
shad owed by the first. To sum ma rize,
the ser vice is also char tered to ad vance
ra dio com mu ni ca tions it self, in both un -
der ly ing tech nol o gies and op er at ing
skills, and fos ter in ter na tional good will
by uti liz ing the ra dio wave’s ig no rance
of na tional bor ders.

The his tory of ra dio tech nol ogy be gan 
with the con tri bu tions of hams, per haps 
with Marconi him self, who claimed to
be an am a teur in those early days when
you had to love ra dio to put up with it.
Art Col lins (9CXX, pro moted SSB), Wal -
ter Bruene (W5OLY, ad vanced RF mea -
sure ment tech niques), and Louis
Varney (G5RV - guess what?) are three
of many names as so ci ated since then
with ad vanc ing spe cific ra dio tech nol o -
gies. Last Fri day’s pro gram il lus trated
the role of am a teur prac ti tio ners in com -
mu ni ca tions sat el lites.

Hams need n’t ap pear one-di men -
sional, “all ham, all the time”. Wal ter
Cronkite and SKs Barry Goldwater and
Ar thur Godfrey made their marks out -
side am a teur ra dio, yet the con nec tion
be tween am a teur ra dio and their

better-known achieve ments was more 
than pass ing. Did I for get the many
space shut tle and space sta tion as tro -
nauts?

Look for a two-part se ries on re -
ceiver front ends by Ulrich Rohde in
QEX. I first learned about Dr. Rohde
from a widely-used text book in which
his call does not ap pear. In deed, Wes
Hay ward’s “In tro duc tion to Ra dio
Fre quency De sign”, a sta ple of many
ex per i ment ers’ book shelves, had a life
prior to be com ing an ARRL pub li ca -
tion as a text book from Prentice-Hall.
Old hat you say? Al right, Ger ald
Youngblood’s QEX se ries on soft ware
de fined ra dio is only in it’s third in -
stall ment, and L.B. Cebik’s an tenna
mod el ing ar ti cles ap pear monthly at
www.antennex.com. 

One way or an other, there are al -
ways those who take 97.1(b)’s prin ci -
ple “to con trib ute to the ad vance ment
of the ra dio art” to heart. Let’s hope it
stays that way!

73, Tom Duncan, KG4CUY
How Is Everything...
Wherever?

My en joy ment of ham ra dio started
dur ing the early 50s in Huntsville. I be -
gan as “shortwave lis tener” (SWL). Ac -
cord ing to the ARRL this is “A per son
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President: 
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Vice President:
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Secretary: 
Rolf Goedhart K4RGG.

k4rgg@arrl.net
Treasurer: 

Heath Thorson, KC4HRX, 722-0250
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The club's ad dress is Box 423,
Huntsville, Ala.  35804. Meet ings are
held each Fri day night at 7:30 P.M. at the 
Amer i can Red Cross Build ing, 1101
Wash ing ton Street. Dues are $12.00 per
year, fam ily mem ber ships are $15.00 per
year. The club main tains a Web Site at
“http://www.harc.net”

The North Alabama Repeater
Association operates repeaters on 146.34
/ 146.94, 147.78 / 147.18, 223.34 /
224.94and 448.5 / 443.5. NARA dues are
$16.00 per year and may be sent to
NARA at P.O. Box 18941 Huntsville, AL 
35804-8941. 

The club's packet radio interest group,
HUNTSPAC, maintains an extensive
packet network for the Huntsville area.
Dues for use of this network are $15.00
per year, and can be paid through the
HARC Secretary-Treasurer listed above.

The club's ATV special interest group,
TVATV operates an ATV repeater. It's
input frequency is 439.25 MHz and its
output is 421.25 MHz. A voice
coordination repeater is operated with
output frequency of 145.33 MHz, input
600 kHz down.

The Vox is pub lished the third Fri day
of each month ex cept for August. Edi tor
of the Vox is Frank Emens, W4HFU,
3714 Lake wood Cir cle, Hunts ville, Ala.
35811 or fe mens@hiwaay.net. Ma te rial
of in ter est to the HARC mem ber ship
should be sub mit ted to the edi tor by the
sec ond Fri day of the month of
publication. 
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CAVEC Ama teur Ra dio Li cense Ex ams

Exam  ses sions are held the first Sat ur -
day of each month un less a holi day

causes the ses sion to be de layed for one
week.

Up com ing ses sions are:
Sat ur day, De cem ber 7
Sat ur day, January 4

For in for ma tion con tact:

Larry Frost, KR4GU, 536-4154
KR4GU@hamfest.org

Or
Don Tun still, W4NO, 536-3904

dontunstil@hamfest.org



who en joys lis ten ing to ra dio broad casts 
or Am a teur Ra dio con ver sa tions.” I put
lovely Heathkits to gether and strung
wires - the lon ger and higher the better.
It was ex cit ing. At times BBC came in,
fad ing, crack ling. Lo cal hams could be
heard on AM. 

A few years later our son, young Chris 
(about ten years old) and my self were
in vited by a neigh bor to lis ten at his ham 
shack to ham con ver sa tions. He had a
QSO go ing with a sta tion in Af rica,
handed the mike to Chris and asked
him to talk to the fel low at the other end. 
I still re mem ber viv idly Chris’ ques tion:
“How are things down in Af rica?” A
good ques tion!

Later ham ra dio fol lowed in ear nest
for Chris (WB4UFQ) and my self. It still
is an “on go ing pro ject.” I en joy in par tic -
u lar DX and reg u lar sched ules with
friends “over there” whom I have met in 
per son sev eral times and who also have
vis ited us in Huntsville. We keep in
touch and talk about how ev ery thing is.

Com ple menting this ques tion to me is 
sat el lite TV re cep tion. For many years I
have re ceived DW-TV (Ger man tele vi -
sion) on var i ous sat el lites, C- and
Ku-band in the an a log mode. Dur ing
Sep tem ber this year “they” switched to

the dig i tal mode. All that was re quired
in ad di tion was a dig i tal re ceiver of
“mod est” cost: less than $ 200, made in
Ko rea. It con tains in its pro grams about
40 geo sta tion ary sat el lites and all the
data for about 20 tran spond ers per sat el -
lite. Amaz ing! I need the data for only
one and keep the dish (7-ft di am e ter) in
a fixed po si tion on: AMC-1 (for merly
GE-1). Here the set tings for the re cep -
tion of DW-TV:

Po si tion: 103 deg West
Tran sponder 2
Chan nel Cen ter Fre quency 3.749 GHz
Po lar iza tion ver ti cal
Band width 36 MHz
Video Stan dard MPEG-2/DVB
Mod u la tion QPSK
Symbolrate 29.270 Msymbols/sec
Re cep tion is FREE, trans mis sion: 24/7,

lan guages switch be tween Eng lish and
Ger man ev ery hour, pro grams in Span -
ish are at cer tain fixed times ev ery day.
MPEG-2 from the sat el lite on our stan -
dard NTSC TV set is super. To me the
pro grams com ple ment ours and in form
mostly about how ev ery thing is in Eu -
rope.

In ad di tion one can get on the com -
puter www.DW-world.de The
homepage per mits se lec tion be tween
about 30 dif fer ent lan guages. I rec om -
mend click ing on “Eng lish”. Click on
“live TV” and you will get DW-TV via
RealPlayer or MS MediaPlayer. The
pic ture is rather small be cause it is
geared to a “reg u lar” mo dem and runs 
at 45kbps .or so. My other broad band
com puter pic ture re cep tions be tween
300 and 500 kbps are much better at
full screen. I un der stand that MPEG-2
is go ing to be a “world stan dard”.
More mar vel ous to me is that the
“bird” at 22,300 miles is kept in a box
about 50 by 50 by 50 miles by ac tive
con trol. That’s the way things are “up
there”. 

73, Dieter Teuber, N4GT
Please Give Us Your Current
Email Addres

Some months ago, I, hop ing that the
email ad dresses in the da ta base would 
be mostly cor rect, re built the email
mail ing list from Heath’s mem ber ship
da ta base. There were a lot of bad ad -
dresses in that list. I up dated as many
of them as I could, but never got it
100% right. Ev ery time I was asked to
do an email an nounce ment to the
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HARC ACTIVITY CALENDAR FOR
De cem ber, 2002

Sunday Mon day Tues day Wednes day Thurs day Fri day Sat ur day

1 2 3
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

4
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240

5
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

6
HARC Meet ing

Christ mas Party

7
CAVEC Exams,
0900 at Red Cross
Bldg.

8 9 10
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

11
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240

12
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

13
HARC Meet ing
Vox Night

14

15 16 17
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

18
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240

19
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

20
HARC
No meet ing, Happy
Holidays

21

22 23 24
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

Be on the lookout for  
sleigh mobile

25
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240

Merry Christmas

26
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

27
HARC Meet ing
No Meet ing, Happy
Holidays

28

29 30 31
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

Watch for
overcelebrators

1
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240
Be alert for symp -
toms of Foot ball OD

2
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

3
HARC Meet ing

4
CAVEC Exams,
0900 at Red Cross
Bldg.



mem ber ship I’d get a bunch of
nastygrams from the “post mas ters” of
variious ISPs. 

That all came to a head a cou ple of
weeks ago when I man aged to lose all of
my mail ing lists, ad dress lists and a cou -
ple of years of saved emails. When Tim
asked me to send an email no tice to the
mem ber ship about Dick Esnault’s pre -
sen ta tion on Nov 8, I re built the list from 
the da ta base and let fly with the an -
nounce ment. The fol low ing list in cludes 
all of the peo ple I got ‘bounces” on and
the email ad dress shown in the da ta -
base. Many of them are ob vi ously
wrong on in spec tion.  Many of you up -
dated your info with me within the last
cou ple of months, but that is now gone. 
Please, if you’re on this list, or if you
aren’t but did n’t re ceive the meet ing an -
nounce ment, take the time to send me
an email at “femens@hiwaay.net” with
your cur rent cor rect email ad dress.  I’ll
feed the cor rec tions back to Heath and
we can have the in for ma tion where it
be longs.

KE4FRF Larry D. Hamm
vcld@hiwaay.net

N4LKS Clarence C. Miner
ccminer@hiwaay.net

W8KYT Darryle W. Kransteuber
w8kyt@hiwaay.net

WA4LML Jim Tevepaugh
tevepau@hiwaay.net

WB5RZX Monte Bateman
monte.bateman@hiwaay.com

KE4BQC Gene Mitcham
emitcham@knology.com

W4BHC Bruce Chandler
bhc53@yahoo.com

AA4DJ Larry Hill
hillfolk@mindspring.com

KF4LFV Charles R. Lipscomb
lipscomb@nichols.com

WD4LPG Sonny Borovac
sonnyb@companet.net

WA8INZ William Nolle
wa8inz@earthlink.net

KD4YNA Sarah L. Green
greens@eieee.org

WB8POC Kim Hensley
khensley@gamewood.net

KC4TLZ William P. Courtney
bcourtney10@home.com

KD4TL Theron G. Henderson
Bo.Henderson@home.com

KF4PNK Greg Farnsworth
greg.farmsworth@home.com

KG4OKL Charlie Emerson
bluzman@home.com

KS4L William R. Moore
wrmoore47@home.com

N4DLI Thomas A. Pape
tapape@home.com

N4ENT JIimColeman
jcoleman92@home.com

N4GT Dieter Teuber
dteuber2@home.com

NM4S Martin Soprano
m.soprano@home.com

W4RWA Robby Armstrong
rarmstrong37@home.com

WA1UUV Tom Tyler
ttylerjr@home.com

KF4OTJ Thomas C. Martin
t.martin2@juno.com

AA8BR Marvin Hungate
khungate@mindspring.com

KD4FGL Brian F. Bender
kd4fgl@mindspring.com

W4GBF William G. Hull
wmghull@msn.com

WB4PQE John L. Dumbacher
results@ro.com

K4DOH Corry Lee Smith
k4doh@unclaimedmysteries.
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W1IEH James Chatfield
jchatfieldsr@worldnet.att

N4WZL J R Patano
speedo43@worldnet.att.net

KD4TSV Leverne D. Rizor
leerizor@cs.com

N7KDT Todd C Cline
n7kdt@aol.com

KD4HN Ron Marshall
rcmarshall@aol.com

KE4AHP Randy Meshberg
resqr551@aol.com

KF4LFP Richard A. Smallwood
smally@aol.com

W4MFP James T. Stull
w4mfp@aol.com

W4MKU Ralph Wills
w4mku@aol.com

KF4QAM Bill Connell
wconnell@aol.com

WD5GOZ John Zeiler
wd5goz@aol.com

KE4VOJ Cricket Wood
wwwddw@cs.com

KX4CA R. Charles Anding
S2Serenity@aol.com

W4SCU Clyde Ware
acware@aol.com

KG4PQB David A Ford
dford31561@aol.com

W4IJC Dick Esneault
dickw4ijc@aol.com

N5AYD John Reynolds
ea2sy@aol.com

K4JCH John C. Hilliard
k4jch@aol.com

K4XH John Morris
k4xh@aol.com

K4YH Tom R. Stroud
k4yh@aol.com

K9GW Gene Widenhofer
ke4rnx@aol.com

N9YGU Howard Trexler
N9YGU@aol.com

KD4JVH Kenneth Fernandez
kfern2000@aol.com

KG4PQB David A Ford
dford31561@aol.com

WB4BEH Edgar C. Yancey
elizyancey@aol.com

KK4PF Stan Patterson
stanp001@aol.com

KE4VOJ Cricket Wood
wwwddw@cs.com

AA2MA Mark F Morgida
Morgida@knology.net

AA6VT George Specht
Clancy.specht@imco.com
73, Frank Emens, W4HFU

Thanks Field Day Participants
Field Day re sults are out on the web at 

www.arrl.org/mem bers-only/qst/con -
tests/re sults/2002/fd.pdf, rank ing K4BFT 
sec ond in cat e gory 5A and ninth over all. 

For the third year run ning, the sat el lite
sta tion ranked first. It is in deed the
month of the big fat tur key!

Like hamfest and pub lic ser vice
events, field day suc cess is a mea sure of
the co op er a tion of many par tic i pants.
Even so, I would like to sin gle the sta -
tion man ag ers and ex pert contesters,
many from the DX club, our own “sat el -
lite” Tim Cunningham, and the guy
who se cured our time-proven site at the
last min ute and quite lit er ally made field 
day hap pen this year, Chris Reed.

Thanks from HARC!
73, Tom Duncan, KG4CUY

2002 Space Symposium and
Annual AMSAT-NA Meeting

The Space Sym po sium and An nual
AMSAT-NA Meet ing was held in Ft
Worth, Texas on No vem ber 7-11, 2002. I
was able to at tend only one day of the
event this year due to some sched ul ing
is sues and some prior com mit ments.

I ran into sev eral old friends as well as
some lo cal folks from North ern, Al a -
bama. Di eter, KX4Y, and Jim Sharp,
KG4TUN, made the trip from
Scottsboro to at tend the ac tiv i ties. This
year’s sym po sium was well worth at -
tend ing to learn bout the lat est in Am a -
teur Ra dio Sat el lite Com mu ni ca tions. 

ARRL Gen eral Coun sel Chris Imlay,
W3KD, was our guest speaker at the an -
nual ban quet held on Sat ur day,
09-NOV-02. His re marks hinted at a sig -
nif i cant shift in the ARRL’s ap proach to
spec trum de fense. As you all may be
aware, the ARRL has been strug gling
with this topic in re cent years. AMSAT’s
con tri bu tions in putt ing sat el lites in or -
bit has been a sig nif i cant de fense in re -
train ing fre quen cies above 28 MHz. The
space craft that have been put into or bit
help us to se cure our fre quen cies. The
work by AMSAT and its mem bers does
not stop there. As an or ga ni za tion, it is
one of the few that live up to the ar gu -
ments that help us to main tain fre quen -
cies for ex per i men ta tion pur poses. The
NASA GPS ex per i ment that AMSAT
flew on OSCAR-40 (Phase III-D) has
been a re sound ing suc cess and an in -
stru men tal re la tion ship that al lows us to 
se cure our higher fre quen cies for the fu -
ture of Am a teur Ra dio.

One small way the gen eral Am a teur
pop u la tion can help is get ting in volved
and learn ing about how to use our

higher fre quen cies on the sat el lites.
AO-40 has been suc cess ful de spite the
early prob lems with the pro pul sion
sys tem. Yet, to day, it is be com ing an
in creas ingly pop u lar DX sat el lite that
can be heard with a smaller less ex pen -
sive re ceiv ing sys tem. You can pur -
chase an AO-40 downconverter and
an tenna on Ebay just about any day of
the week from K5GNA. Look for a
dem on stra tion at an up com ing club
meet ing on how to work
AMSAT-OSCAR-40 in the fu ture.

The hi-light of the meet ing for the
Hunstville Am a teur Ra dio Club was
the of fi cial pre sen ta tion of the AMSAT
Field Day Com pe ti tion Award by
AMSAT Pres i dent, Robin Haighton,
VE3FRH. I ac cepted the award on be -
half of the club. This marks the 4th
con sec u tive year we have earned 1st
Place in the AMSAT Field Day Com pe -
ti tion. Our suc cess has not gone un no -
ticed within the ranks of AMSAT on
the sat el lites and the HF bands. Af ter
the meet ing, there were a few folks
ask ing how we con sis tently get peo ple 
to come out to our Field Day site year
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Dis count Card
The bearer of this
ad is a mem ber of
the Am a teur Ra dio
com mu nity of
Huntsville and is
en ti tled to a
$10.00 dis count on
all ser vices per -
formed by Meineke
Dis count Muf flers,
10033 South Me mo -
rial Park way,
Huntsville, AL,
(256)882-0365
“At MEINEKE, you’ll 
get a lot...but
you’re not go ing to
pay a lot!”



af ter year. I sim ply stated they had to
live in the South to un der stand.

Tim Cunning"ham" - N8DEU AMSAT
Area Coordinator

THE GIGGLE BOX
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
EVERYBODY WHO WAS BORN IN
DECEMBER!!

I hope ev ery one has a safe and happy
Thanksgiving. We re ally don’t re al ize
how good we have it. When we com -
plain about the cost of liv ing and how
bad the pol i ti cians are run ning things,
we need to visit an other coun try and see 
how other peo ple have to live and then
we might be REALLY thank ful for what
we do have. On a lighter note, we are
hav ing the HARC Christ mas party at
the Red Cross again this year. It will start 
at 7:30pm on Fri day, De cem ber 6. There
will be some re fresh ments, but you are
more than wel come to bring a snack
tray or des sert of some kind. I thought it
would be fun if ev ery one brought a
wrapped gag gift to ex change. Don’t ex -
pect me to sug gest what sto ries carry
gag gifts. I will leave that up to your
imag i na tion. I don’t know if Santa Claus 
will be there this year, be cause I’m not
sure if we have been good boys and
girls. I guess we will have to wait and
see. Ho, Ho, Ho. Happy Hol i days
A Joke or Two

Cold Sea son
The cold sea son is upon us, so be care -

ful what you take!!!! The owner of this
drug store walks in to find a guy lean ing
heavily against a wall. The owner asks
the clerk “What’s with that guy over
there by the wall?” and the clerk goes
“Well, he came in here this morn ing to
get some thing for his cough. I could n’t
find the cough syrup, so I gave him an
en tire bot tle of lax a tive.” The owner
goes “You id iot! You can’t treat a cough
with a bot tle of lax a tives!” and the clerk
goes “Of course you can! Look at him;
he’s afraid to cough!”
YOUR DAILY HUMOR (Enjoy)

GOOD: A po lice man had a per fect
spot to watch for speed ers, but was n’t
get ting many. Then he dis cov ered the
prob lem - a 10 year old boy was stand -
ing up the road with a hand painted
sign which read “RADAR TRAP
AHEAD.” The of fi cer then found a
young ac com plice down the road with a 
sign read ing “TIPS” and a bucket full of

change. (And to think all we did was sell 
lem on ade.) 

BETTER: A mo tor ist was mailed a pic -
ture of his car speed ing through an au -
to mated ra dar. A $40 speed ing ticket
was in cluded. Be ing cute, he sent the
po lice de part ment a pic ture of $40. The
po lice re sponded with an other mailed
photo of Hand cuffs. 

BEST: A young woman was pulled
over for speed ing. As the mo tor cy cle of -
fi cer walked to her car win dow, flip ping 
open his ticket book, she said, “I bet you
are go ing to sell me a ticket to the High -
way Pa trol men’s Ball,” He re plied,
“High way pa trol men don’t have balls.” 

There was a mo ment of si lence while
she smiled, and he re al ized what he’d
just said. He then closed his book, got
back on his mo tor cy cle and left.
The Biker

A biker stops by the Harley Shop to
have his bike fixed. They could n’t do it
while he waited, so he said he did n’t live 
far and would just walk home. On the
way home he stopped at the hard ware
store and bought a bucket and an an vil.
He stopped by the feed store live stock
dealer and picked up a cou ple of chick -
ens and a goose. How ever, he now had
a prob lem: how to carry all of his pur -
chases home. The owner said, “Why
don’t you put the an vil in the bucket,

carry the bucket in one hand, put a
chicken un der each arm and carry the
goose in your other hand?” “Hey,
thanks!” the biker said, and out the
door he went. But in the park ing lot he 
was ap proached by a lit tle old lady
who told him she was lost. She asked,
“Can you tell me how to get to 1603
Mock ing bird Lane?” The biker said,
“Well, as a mat ter of fact, I live at 1616
Mock ing bird Lane. Let’s take my short 
cut and go down this al ley. We’ll be
there in no time.” The lit tle old lady
looked him over cau tiously, then said,
“I am a lonely widow with out a hus -
band to de fend me. How do I know
that when we get in the al ley you
won’t hold me up against the wall,
pull up my skirt, and rav ish me?” The
biker said, “Holy smokes lady! I am
car ry ing a bucket, an an vil, two chick -
ens, and a goose. How in the world
could I pos si bly hold you up against
the wall and do that?” The lady said,
“Set the goose down, cover him with
the bucket, put the an vil on top of the
bucket, and I’ll hold the chick ens.
A Man & His Wife

A man left work one Fri day af ter -
noon. But in stead of go ing home, he
stayed out the en tire week end, hunt -
ing with the boys & spend ing his en -
tire pay check. When he fi nally
ap peared at home, Sunday night, he
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was con fronted by his very an gry wife
and was bar raged for nearly 2 hours
with a ti rade about his ac tions. Finally
his wife stopped the nag ging and sim -
ply said to him “How would you like it if 
you did n’t see me for 2 or 3 days?” To
which he re plied, “That would be fine
with me.” Mon day went by & he did n’t
see his wife. Tues day & Wednes day
came & went and he did n’t see her. On
Thurs day, the swell ing went down just
enough where he could see her a lit tle
out of the cor ner of his left eye.
Sighs of the Heart

She keeps re peat ing it over and over
again. “We’ve been back to this shel ter
at least five times. It has been weeks
now since we started all of this.” the
woman told the vol un teer. “What is it
she keeps ask ing for?” she asked.
“Puppy size!” “We have plenty of pup -
pies, if that’s what she’s look ing for.” “I
know. We have seen most of them,” she
said in frus tra tion. Just then the young
child came walk ing in the of fice. “Well,
did you find one?” “No, not this time,”
she said with sad ness in her voice. “Can
we come back on the week end?” The
two women looked at each other, shook
their heads and laughed. “You never
know when we will get more dogs. Un -
for tu nately, there’s al ways a sup ply,”
the vol un teer said. The young child
took her mother by the hand and
headed to the door. “Don’t worry, I bet
we’ll find one this week end,” the child
said.

Over the next few days both mom and 
dad had long con ver sa tions with her.
They both felt she was be ing too par tic -
u lar. “It’s this week end or we’re not
look ing any more,” Dad fi nally said in
frus tra tion. We don’t want to hear any -
thing more about puppy size ei ther,"
mom added. Sure enough they were the 
first ones in the shel ter on Sat ur day
morn ing. By now the young child knew
her way around, so she ran right for the
sec tion that housed the smaller dogs.
Tired of the rou tine, mom sat in the
small wait ing room at the end of the first 
row of cages. There was an ob ser va tion
win dow so you could see the an i mals
dur ing times when vis i tors were n’t per -
mit ted. The young girl walked slowly
from cage to cage, kneel ing pe ri od i cally
to take a closer look. One by one the
dogs were brought out and she held
each one. One by one she said, “Sorry,
you’re not the one.” It was the last cage

on this last day in search of the per fect
pup. The vol un teer opened the cage
door and the child care fully picked up
the dog and held it closely. This time it
took a lit tle lon ger. “Mom, that’s it! I
found the right puppy! He’s the one! I
know it!” she screamed with joy.

 Mom, star tled by all the com mo tion,
came run ning. “What? Are you sure?
How do you know?” she asked. 

“It’s the puppy sighs!”
 “Yes, it the same size as all the other

pup pies you held the last few weeks,”
mom said.

 “No, not size...sighs. When I held him
in my arms he sighed,” she said.

 “So?”
 “Don’t you re mem ber? When I asked

you one day what love is, you told me,
‘Love de pends on the sighs of your
heart. The more you love, the big ger the
sighs!’” The two women looked at each
other for a mo ment. Mom did n’t know
whether to laugh or cry. As she stooped
down to hug her child she did a lit tle of
both. “Mom, ev ery time you hold me I
sigh. When you and Daddy come home
from work and hug each other you both
sigh. I knew I would find the right
puppy if it sighed when I held it in my
arms,” she said. Then hold ing the
puppy up close to her face she said,
“Mom, he loves me. I heard the sighs of
his heart.”
The Millionaire Challenge

Once there was a mil lion aire who col -
lected live al li ga tors. He kept them in
the pool in back of his man sion. The mil -
lion aire also had a beau ti ful daugh ter
who was sin gle. One day he de cided to
throw a huge party, and dur ing the
party he an nounced, “My dear guests, I
have a prop o si tion to ev ery man here. I
will give one mil lion dol lars or my
daugh ter to the man who can swim
across this pool full of al li ga tors and
emerge un harmed!” As soon as he fin -
ished his last word, there was the sound
of a large SPLASH!! There was one guy
in the pool swim ming with all he could
... the crowd cheered him on as he kept
strok ing. Finally, he made it to the other
side un harmed. The mil lion aire was im -
pressed. He said, “My boy that was in -
cred i ble! Fan tas tic! I did n’t think it could 
be done! Well, I must keep my end of
the bar gain ... which do you want, my
daugh ter or the mil lion dol lars?” The
guy says, “Lis ten, I don’t want your

money! And I don’t want your daugh -
ter! I want the per son who pushed me
in that POOL!!!
HAVE YOU HEARD ANYONE SAY 
THIS:

It’s hot ter to day than, two ger bils
hump ing in a wool sock!
The Thought for the Month of
December

Plan a good chuckle to ward off ill -
ness.
DID YOU KNOW...

A bi cy cle can’t stand alone be cause it 
is two-tired.
Have a great day, 73 Peggy (Giggles) Bell 

K4EGB SEW LONG!
Did  You Monitor The Apollo
Moon Landings?

We’ve re ceived the fol low ing re -
quest from James Oberg 

“I’m col lect ing ac counts of SWL’s
who tuned in to Apollo lu nar mis -
sions, to quote them in my book re fut -
ing the moon-hoax sil li ness. I’m aware 
of Rich ard Flagg’s work and the ARRL
has sent me all their press clip pings.
Do you know any one, es pe cially in the 
Huntsville area, who mon i tored
Apollo sig nals pri vately?” 

 “My dis cus sion will also cover the
points that even a dis guised sat el lite
re lay would not be able to sim u late the 
lu nar sig nals be cause of their dif fer ent
AOS/LOS times across the disk of the
Earth, and their dif fer ent Dopp ler
from ‘ris ing’ ver sus ‘set ting’ sta tions.”

If you have in for ma tion that you
think may help, con tact Mr. Oberg at
joberg@hous ton.rr.com

If you’d like some in for ma tion on
Mr. Oberg’s back ground and ac tiv i -
ties, check ‘www.jamesoberg.com’

I hope some one can pro vide the in -
for ma tion needed. 

73, Frank Emens, W4HFU
From The Editor’s
Wastebasket

It has sure been an event ful No vem -
ber here at the Vox works so far. I sure
hope they quiet down in time for
Thanksgiving! I know this is an am a -
teur ra dio re lated news let ter, so I
won’t go into all the gory de tails of
what hap pened with the lo cal com -
puter, but I will say it has had an op er -
at ing sys tem trans plant and now is
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run ning un der Win dows XP in stead of
Win-98 and that pro cess re quired res ur -
rect ing and re in stall ing all the soft ware.
It has not been easy and in the pro cess I
lost ALL my email ad dresses and re -
cords. I think it is all back to gether now
ex cept for the email and one pro gram
whose sup plier I’ve not yet heard from.

Some have asked me about the Ten
Tec Argonaut V trans ceiver I’ve been
wait ing on since Hamfest week end back 
in Au gust. It did ar rive and it seems so
far to be ev ery thing I’d hoped it would.
Maybe I can bring it in for a
show-and-tell ses sion some time af ter
the new year be gins. The orig i nal Ar go -
nauts, nice as they were, were built in
sort of wimpy sheet-metal boxes with a
string driven per me abil ity tun ing mech -
a nism which got garfled up of ten
enough that a stan dard re pair part of -
fered by Ten Tec was a new string as -
sem bly and com plete in struc tions for
in stall ing it. The Argo V has a sol idly
reassuring die-cast front panel and al -
most ev ery thing about it is dig i tal. They
are still work ing on pro gram ming for
the Orion, their new full bore “big rig”.
If their re sults are any thing like what
they’ve done with the lit tle Argo, it’ll be
a world beater. 

The Hol i day Sea son has sort of snuck
up on me this year. Here we are ‘do’ing
ther De cem ber Vox and I have n’t dug
up any of the hol i day re lated ma te rial
that usu ally shows up here. Maybe I’ll
get lucky be fore go ing to the printer.

Re gard less, it’s my wish that ev ery one 
in the HARC fam ily en joys a truly great
and safe hol i day sea son.

73, Frank Emens, W4HFU
December Programs

As I went pub lish the pro gram cal en -
dar for the month of De cem ber I found
that the first half of the month was
sched uled with other ac tiv i ties. Hence,
there will be no pro grams for the month
of De cem ber so we can en joy the fes tiv i -
ties.

Last months pro grams were all well
at tended. We had to open the walls to
ac com mo date the over flow at the Pro -
ject OSCAR meet ing. Thank you for
your sup port, it was over whelm ing.

If you have an in ter est ing topic you
would like to share with your fel low
HAM’s or if you know some body who
has an in ter est ing topic to share with us,

please con tact me so we can sched ule
ac tiv i ties for the month of Jan u ary.

73’s de Tim - N8DEU Program Chairman
and VP

Equipment For Sale
Make an of fer, we’ll ne go ti ate.
• 1) 2 kW Lin ear Am pli fier, Drake

L4-B, 80 through 10meters with
power sup ply

• 2) Mon i tor Scope, Yaesu YO-301

• 3) An tenna Ro tor, CDE Ham IV
with con trol unit

• 4) An tenna Ro tor TRA-4 with
con trol unit

• 5) Al li ance An tenna Ro tor Model
U-100 with con trol unit (new)

• 6) Dummy Load, 2.5 kW, 51.5
Ohms, Bird Elec tron ics

• 7) Func tion Gen er a tor HP 3311A,
0.1 to 1 MHz

• 8) Coun ter, Da vis Elec tron ics, 600 
MHz

Please call 539-7855, Rudi Decher,
WB4UGR 

More For Sale
• Alinco DX-70TH with Ext. Kit

(remote kit) 160 M ~ 10 M + 6 M
$400

• Yeasu 8500 with remote head kit.
2 M & 440 MHz $500

Con tact Greg Seay at
N4GV@mynra.com
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Happy Holidays 




