
From The Prez
It’s been a good month for pro grams

at the Red Cross. We had over fifty peo -
ple in at ten dance at Old Timers’ Night.
Thanks to all who brought in sto ries and 
equip ment, and to ev ery one who came
to be counted in the lon gest li censed
ham poll. Paul Nel son’s Spread Spec -
trum pre sen ta tion was the kind I could
take in ev ery day. Not only did we hear
some fas ci nat ing his tory of this tech nol -
ogy, but learned about en gi neer ing and
man u fac tur ing ef forts which hap pen
right here in Huntsville.

Our shack has had a ma jor,
long-needed, re or ga ni za tion, thanks to
Dick Christiansen and Chris Reed.
Some how the room is now twice as big,
ra dios are clearly vis i ble, there are
places for mikes and keys and the com -
puter. Thanks to Woody Zeigler and the 
Red Cross for find ing stor age space for
our over flow. Come on by and take a
look - you can even walk in and have a
seat.

As I write this, I’m hop ing for a good
HARC turn out at the Gigaparts/DX
Club pre sen ta tion of Icom gear at the
Red Cross. Now that we know where
the an tenna ca bles are, the coax from
the Wikle room to the shack will ac tu ally 
con nect to a known an tenna! Our next
such co op er a tive ef fort is Field Day. It’s
not too early to start plan ning for that.

73, Tom Duncan, KG4CUY
Weather Spot ter Training

The DeKalb County Am a teur Ra dio
Club will host the last Weather Spot ter
Training Course of the spring sea son.

When: April 1st 2003
Where: Fort Payne Al a bama, Ac tiv -

ities Build ing, sec ond floor meet ing
room

Time: 6:00pm
This course will be great for first time

at ten dees and any one need ing re -
fresher train ing. The class du ra tion is
around an hour and a half and will be
taught by Tim Troutman from the Na -

tional Weather Ser vice of fice in
Huntsville. Af ter the class there will be
a tour of the EMA ra dio room and op -
er a tions cen ter for in ter ested par ties. 

look for ad di tional in for ma tion at: 
http://www.dekalbamateurradio.com/
or http://www.srh.weather.gov/hun/

Come to the class and get ready for
the up com ing se vere weather sea son.
I look for ward to see ing you there,

73, Greg, W4OZK President, DeKalb
County Amateur Radio Club 

NARA Notes
I al most missed this month’s VOX

by spend ing the last eve ning be fore
the dead line work ing with Ralph on
the new 147.18 and 443.500 re peat ers.
They are both com ing along very
nicely and we should have ‘18 on the
air very soon. These are both GE Mas -
ter II Base units like the ‘94 sys tems
that has served us so well. The new ‘18
sys tem will be come the NARA in -
ternet link ing cen ter of ac tiv ity start -
ing with IRLP and add ing Echo Link
and WIRES II on a switch able ba sis. As
we add UHF links to other re peat ers
(NARA and other) ‘18 may be come
ded i cated to one of the three. Stay
tuned to the NARA web page and re -
peater an nounce ments for the lat est.
Speaking of IRLP, I took Frank’s hint
in the Jan u ary VOX to heart: I will be
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Club Information
Club Officers 
President: 

Tom Duncan, KG4CUY
Duncan1@ds-s.com

Vice President:
Tim Cunningham, N8DEU

 Tim_cunningham@mindspring.com

Secretary: 
Rolf Goedhart K4RGG.

k4rgg@arrl.net
Treasurer: 

Heath Thorson, KC4HRX, 722-0250
hthorson@knology.net

The club's ad dress is Box 423,
Huntsville, Ala. 35804. Meet ings are held 
each Fri day night at 7:30 P.M. at the
Amer i can Red Cross Build ing, 1101
Wash ing ton Street. Dues are $12.00 per
year, fam ily mem ber ships are $15.00 per
year. The club main tains a Web Site at
“http://www.harc.net”

The North Alabama Repeater
Association operates repeaters on 146.34
/ 146.94, 147.78 / 147.18, 223.34 /
224.94and 448.5 / 443.5. NARA dues are
$16.00 per year and may be sent to
NARA at P.O. Box 18941 Huntsville, AL
35804-8941. 

The club's packet radio interest group,
HUNTSPAC, maintains an extensive
packet network for the Huntsville area.
Dues for use of this network are $15.00
per year, and can be paid through the
HARC Secretary-Treasurer listed above.

The club's ATV special interest group,
TVATV operates an ATV repeater. It's
input frequency is 439.25 MHz and its
output is 421.25 MHz. A voice
coordination repeater is operated with
output frequency of 145.33 MHz, input
600 kHz down.

The Vox is pub lished the third Fri day
of each month ex cept for August. Edi tor
of the Vox is Frank Emens, W4HFU,
3714 Lake wood Cir cle, Hunts ville, Ala.
35811 or fe mens@hiwaay.net. Ma te rial
of in ter est to the HARC mem ber ship
should be sub mit ted to the edi tor by the
sec ond Fri day of the month of
publication. 

“Vox”, Vol 43, Nr 4, April, 2003
A Newsletter published monthly except 

for August by the Huntsville Amateur
Radio Club, P.O. Box 423, Huntsville, AL
35804

CAVEC Ama teur Ra dio Li cense Ex ams

Exam ses sions are held the first Sat ur -
day of each month un less a hol i day

causes the ses sion to be de layed for one
week.

Up com ing ses sions are:
Sat ur day, April 5
Sat ur day, May 3

For in for ma tion con tact:

Larry Frost, KR4GU, 536-4154
kr4gu@hamfest.org

Or
Don Tun still, W4NO, 536-3904

dontunstill@hamfest.org



pre sent ing a HARC Pro gram on IRLP
on April 11th. Come on down and hear
what it is all about and get ready for
world wide link ing en joy ment! 

I have com pleted the NARA news let -
ter and I am putt ing the fin ish ing
touches on the new NARA com mand
sheet for 2003. You should see them in
your e-mail and snail mail boxes very
soon. Also for the 6 me ter re peater fans,
we have the Tx an tenna in along with
hard line con nec tors. We are only wait -
ing on a tower mount ing bracket to
have that an tenna party at the Green
Mtn site. Mean while Ralph is wir ing a
tone en coder/de coder and putt ing other 
fin ish ing touches on the Tx drawer. It
won’t be much lon ger till 6M FM fun
here in Huntsville. Speaking of The
W4XE Green Mtn site, the grid leak is
that the new 444.300 “Green Ma chine”
will soon have an all new sound with an

RC-96 con trol ler and 3 band re mote
base. See you on the re peat ers!

73,Ron Shaffer: W4VM NARA President.
Pro grams for April 2003

We have an other great line-up of pro -
grams sched uled for the month of April.
Come on down and sup port the pre -
sent ers and the club on Fri day nights.

In March, we saw part 1 of “Em pire of
the Air” pre sented by Tom Duncan and
he will show part 2 of that video in April. 
Paul Nel son, K4JAZ, en light ened us on
Spread Spec trum and John Hilliard
showed us new ways to use APRS with
pocketAPRS. 

Thanks to Tom Duncan, Paul Nel son,
and John Hilliard for their ded i ca tion
and com mit ment in shar ing knowl edge
with their fel lows Am a teurs. When you
see them, thank them for their time and
tell them how much you en joyed their

talks and the time they put into mak -
ing them hap pen.

This month we have more in ter est -
ing top ics on the agenda. Check the
cal en dar in this edi tion of the VOX for
spe cific dates.

Frank DuVall, will give us a talk on
“Ad ven ture in Phys ics”. Mr. DuVall
worked at Redstone Army Mis sile
Com mand for over 25 years in Tech ni -
cal Planning, Sys tem Syn the sis, and
Sys tem Anal y sis and spent much time
study ing Phys ics and Math e mat ics.
He re ceived his de gree from The Uni -
ver sity of Ar kan sas in Elec tri cal En gi -
neering.

Tom Duncan, KG4CUY, will pres ent 
part 2 of “Em pire of the Air”.

Ron Shaffer, W4VM, plans to share
his knowl edge on IRLP with the
group. This is a rel a tively new com -
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HARC ACTIVITY CALENDAR FOR
April, 2003

Sunday Mon day Tues day Wednes day Thurs day Fri day Sat ur day

30 31 1
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

2
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240

3
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

4
HARC Meet ing
Frank Duvall - Ad -
ven tures in Physics

5
CAVEC Exams, Red
Cross build ing 0900

6 7 8
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

9
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240

10
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

11
HARC Meet ing
Ron Shaffer - IRLP

12

13 14 15
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

16
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240

17
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

18
HARC Meet ing
Vox & So cial Night

19

20 21 22
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

23
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240

24
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

25
HARC Meet ing
Em pire Of The Air,
Part 2

25 & 26 South east -
ern VHF Con fer ence
Huntsville, AL

26
SE VHF Con fer ence, 
Huntsville, AL

26, Cher o kee Capitol 
ARS, Calhoun, GA

27 28 29
ATV Net 2000
Check In 145.33

30
South east Linked
Re peater Net1900
on 147.240

1
EMERGENCY NET
on 34/94 @ 1930
Skywarn Net on
147.24 @ 2000

2
HARC Meet ing

3
CAVEC Exams, Red
Cross build ing 0900

*TWIAR -- This Week In Amaterur Ra dio, +442.775 PL203.5 Hz 8 PM Ev ery Sat ur days
ATV Net @ 20:00, Check in on 145.33, Tuesdays
South east Linked Re peater Net on +442.775, PL 203.5 Hz @ 19:00, Wednesdays
Mad i son County Emer gency Net on 34/94 @19:30, Thursdays
SkyWarn Net on 147.24 @ 20:00, Thursdays



mu ni ca tions me dian that will be very in -
ter est ing.

We have a busy sched ule forth com -
ing, so sup port the club and the pre sent -
ers by join ing us on Fri day nights to
hear what you have been miss ing.

73, Tim Cunning(ham), N8DEU
The Giggle Box
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
EVERYBODY THAT WAS BORN IN
APRIL!!

A note from Gig gles: Spring is fi nally
here. I am so glad that Win ter is al most
over. The trees and flow ers are so pretty. 
When I saw my daf fo dils com ing out of
the ground, I knew that Spring was al -
most here. Un for tu nately, daf fo dils
don’t bloom all sum mer long. I have to
ad mit that I take stuff that peo ple have
sent me in emails and sub mit it in the
VOX. I know some is du pli cated, but not 
ev ery body has a com puter. Some time I
slip up and put some thing that is n’t too
nice. If I send some thing that of fends
some one, it was be cause a lit tle devil
was in me. Oops! By the way, I want to

send a spe cial happy birth day to some -
one that was born on April Fool’s Day.
A Joke or Two

Brian Hester in vited his mother over
for din ner. Dur ing the course of the
meal, Brian’s mother could n’t help but
no tice how beau ti ful Brian’s room mate,
Steph a nie, was. Mrs. Hester had long
been sus pi cious of a re la tion ship be -
tween Brian and his room mate, Steph a -
nie, and this had only made her more
cu ri ous. Over the course of the eve ning,
while watch ing the two, Mrs. Hester
started to won der if there was more be -
tween Brian and his room mate, Steph a -
nie, than met the eye. Read ing his
mom’s thoughts, Brian vol un teered, “I
know what you must be think ing, but I
as sure you Steph a nie and I are just
room mates.” About a week later, Steph -
a nie came to Brian say ing, “Ever since
your mother came to din ner, I’ve been
un able to find the beau ti ful sil ver gravy
la dle. You don’t sup pose she cook it, do
you?” Brian said, “Well, I doubt it, but
I’ll send her an e-mail just to be sure.” So
he sat down and wrote,

“Dear Mother, I’m not say ing that
you ‘did’ take the gravy la dle from the
house, I’m not say ing that you ‘did
not’ take the gravy la dle. But the fact
re mains that one has been miss ing
ever since you were here for din ner”.
Love, Brian

Sev eral days later, Brian re ceived a
let ter from his mother that read: “Dear 
son, I’m not say ing that you ‘do’ sleep
with Steph a nie, and I’m not say ing
that you ‘do not’ sleep with Steph a nie. 
But the fact re mains that if she were
sleep ing in her own bed, she would
have found the gravy la dle by now.”
Love, Mom
LESSON OF THE DAY: 
 NEVER LIE TO YOUR MOTHER

Its amaz ing how small things can
have a large im pact on things. One
day, when I was a fresh man in high
school, I saw a kid from my class was
walk ing home from school. His name
was Kyle. It looked like he was car ry -
ing all of his books. I thought to my -
self, “Why would any one bring home
all his books on a Fri day? He must re -
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ally be a nerd.” I had quite a week end
planned (par ties and a foot ball game
with my friends to mor row af ter noon),
so I shrugged my shoul ders and went
on.

As I was walk ing, I saw a bunch of
kids run ning to ward him. They ran at
him, knock ing all his books out of his
arms and trip ping him so he landed in
the dirt. His glasses went fly ing, and I
saw them land in the grass about ten
feet from him. He looked up and I saw
this ter ri ble sad ness in his eyes. My
heart went out to him. So, I jogged over
to him and as he crawled around look -
ing for his glasses, and I saw a tear in his
eye. As I handed him his glasses, I said,
“Those guys are jerks. They re ally
should get lives.”

He looked at me and said, “Hey
thanks!” There was a big smile on his
face. It was one of those smiles that
showed real grat i tude. I helped him
pick up his books, and asked him where
he lived. As it turned out, he lived near
me, so I asked him why I had never seen 
him be fore. He said he had gone to pri -
vate school be fore now. I would have
never hung out with a pri vate school
kid be fore. We talked all the way home,
and I car ried some of his books. He
turned out to be a pretty cool kid. I
asked him if he wanted to play a lit tle
foot ball with my friends. He said yes.

We hung out all week end and the
more I got to know Kyle, the more I
liked him, and my friends thought the
same of him. Mon day morn ing came,
and there was Kyle with the huge stack
of books again. I stopped him and said,
“Boy, you are gonna re ally build some
se ri ous mus cles with this pile of books
ev ery day!” He just laughed and handed 
me half the books. Over the next four
years, Kyle and I be came best friends.
When we were se niors, we be gan to
think about col lege. Kyle de cided on
Georgetown, and I was go ing to Duke. I
knew that we would al ways be friends,
that the miles would never be a prob -
lem. He was go ing to be a doc tor, and I
was go ing for busi ness on a foot ball
schol ar ship.

Kyle was val e dic to rian of our class. I
teased him all the time about be ing a
nerd. He had to pre pare a speech for
grad u a tion. I was so glad it was n’t me
hav ing to get up there and speak. Grad -
u a tion day, I saw Kyle. He looked great.
He was one of those guys that re ally

found him self dur ing high school. He
filled out and ac tu ally looked good in
glasses. He had more dates than I had
and all the girls loved him. Boy, some -
times I was jeal ous. To day was one of
those days. I could see that he was ner -
vous about his speech. So, I smacked
him on the back and said, “Hey, big guy, 
you’ll be great!”

He looked at me with one of those
looks (the re ally grate ful one) and
smiled. “Thanks,” he said. As he started
his speech, he cleared his throat, and be -
gan. “Grad u a tion is a time to thank
those who helped you make it through
those tough years. Your par ents, your
teach ers, your sib lings, maybe a
coach...but mostly your friends. I am
here to tell all of you that be ing a friend
to some one is the best gift you can give
them. I am go ing to tell you a story.” 

I just looked at my friend with dis be -
lief as he told the story of the first day
we met. He had planned to kill him self
over the week end. He talked of how he
had cleaned out his locker so his Mom
would n’t have to do it later and was car -
ry ing his stuff home. He looked hard at
me and gave me a lit tle smile. “Thank -
fully, I was saved. My friend saved me
from do ing the un speak able.” I heard
the gasp go through the crowd as this
hand some, pop u lar boy told us all about 
his weak est mo ment. I saw his Mom
and dad look ing at me and smil ing that
same grate ful smile. Not un til that mo -
ment did I re al ize it’s depth.
Did You Know:

To day some one asked me what the
dif fer ence was be tween a tor nado
watch and tor nado warn ing. I al ways
get the two mixed up. I had re mem -
bered see ing it in the phone book. There 
is a lot of in for ma tion in the phone book, 
but you have to take time to look for it.

A TORNADO WATCH INDICATES
THAT WEATHER CONDITIONS MAY
CAUSE TORNADOES TO DEVELOP
IN AN AREA.

A TORNADO WARNING IS ISSUED
BY LOCAL WEATHER BUREAU
OFFICES WHEN A TORNADO
FUNNEL HAS ACTUALLY BEEN
SIGHTED OR INDICATED BY RADAR.

 The Thought for the Month of April
Friends are an gels who lift us to our

feet when our wings have trou ble re -
mem ber ing how to fly.

Solve the puz zle:
DOYTA SI A FTIG

73 Peggy Bell (Giggles) K4EGB 
On Learning CW For Pleasure

Folks have al ways looked at learn -
ing CW as an oner ous chore that had
to be com pleted be fore they could get
per mis sion to op er ate on HF. Now the
need for CW as a qual i fi ca tion for a li -
cense is about gone. Well, there are
other rea sons to learn CW!

Equip ment for CW op er a tion can be
sim ple and in ex pen sive to ac quire.

It is not un think able to build CW
gear your self where build ing a SSB
trans ceiver is prob a bly be yond con sid -
er ation.

For the above rea sons, many more
“in dig e nous pop u la tion” DXers, as
op posed to DXpeditions, op er ate CW
only. Many can’t af ford ex pen sive SSB
gear.

There is no sub sti tute for the feel ing
of pride you have in uti liz ing a skill
you have de vel oped through ap pli ca -
tion and prac tice to com mu ni cate with 
some one at a dis tance. It does n’t in -
volve ca pa bil ity you’ve bought, but it
in volves a skill you’ve learned.

Though you can’t re ally en joy the
back and forth of a free-wheeling
ragchew ses sion un til you can com -
fort ably copy CW in your head
without writ ing it down, it is still nec -
es sary to learn to get ac cu rate copy on
pa per. You never know when you
may be given in for ma tion that you
need a re cord of. “Head copy” will
come as a bo nus as you get pro fi cient.

The tra di tional learn ing method has
been to start with let ter sets like “E”, I",
“S”, “H”, “5" and ”T", “M”, “O”, “0" sent 
at a pretty slow speed. That im me di -
ately starts you off with the bad habit
of count ing dots and dashes. That may 
work at 5 WPM, but it will be a real ob -
sta cle to de vel op ing greater speeds.
What you want to do is make an au to -
matic con nec tion be tween your ear
and your hand. When you’re in ”copy" 
mode, if you hear “dahdiditdit” your
mind should au to mat i cally pic ture a
“B” and your hand should
automaticaly form a “B”. What you
want to avoid is a pro cess that goes
“dahdididit”, that’s a dash fol lowed by 
three dots, lets see, and that’s a ‘B’."
The usual next step in get ting around
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this “dit count ing” ap proach is to es tab -
lish some thing like a lookup ta ble in
your brain. This al lows you to copy
faster, but it still re quires a cer tain
amount of men tal over head that is un -
de sir able. 

The so lu tion has been around for
years. It was first de vel oped by a Ger -
man Phsycologist named Koch in the
1930s. There are quite a few im ple men -
ta tions of the train ing pro cess avail able.
Other than to say that it starts you out
learn ing at or near your tar get speed, I’ll
not go into how it is done. Fire up your
fa vor ite in ternet browser, go to “google” 
and search on “N1IRZ”. That’ll take you
to an ar ti cle named “So You Want To
Learn Morse Code” which gives you a
full de scrip tion of the pro cess and how
it works by a fel low named Da vid G.
Finley. If Dave man ages to sell you on
try ing the pro gram, go back to “google”
and search for “G4FON”. The sec ond hit 
you find there will take you to a de scrip -
tion and down load site for the “Koch
Method ”CW Trainer", which is the
hand i est im ple men ta tion of the method 
I’ve seen. It takes ef fort and ded i ca tion
on your part, but I think you’ll find it
worth it.

73, Frank Emens, W4HFU 
April Hamfests

April 25-26 South east ern VHF Con fer -
ence,
Huntsville, Al a bama.
See http://www.svhfs.org
or con tact Robin Midgett, KB4IDC
.615-773-5215 or kb4idc@arrl.net.

April 26. Cher o kee Cap i tal ARS,
Calhoun, Geor gia.
See http://www.qsl.net/k4woc
or con tact Fel ton Floyd, AF4DN,
706-629-0369 or ffloyd@pointlink.net.

73, John Farr, KC4ZXX
From The Editor’s Wastebasket

Thanks to Heath’s good work, we
have an up dated mail ing list this month. 
The list has been pruned of those who
did not heed the warn ing about mem -
ber ship re newal last month. Three
months is about as long as we can man -
age ship ping you free Voxes af ter your
dues be come due. If you’re not read ing
these words, it is be cause you are no lon -
ger a paid up mem ber. It’s too late to
look at your mail ing la bel, be cause we
did n’t print you one. The to tal list is now 
at 259. That will grad u ally in crease over
the months with a boost at the Hamfest.

I hope ev ery body is ready in their way 
for our se vere weather sea son. Ready or
not, Spring along with it’s some times
frac tious weather is upon us. Al ready I
find my self drop ping the driver’s side
win dow and turn ing the heater off in
the car. Be fore long I guess we’ll all be
run ning our air con di tion ers and com -
plain ing about the heat. I will not be
com plain ing much though, I’m not re -
ally a fan of Win ter.weather.

It will soon be time to start think ing
about who we can se lect to carry on
HARC’s ac tiv i ties in the next year. I sure
hope we can come up with a slate that
will carry it off as well as the cur rent of fi -
cers have done. It used to be a tru ism
around the club that out go ing Pres i dent 
would not be seen around the club for a
year or so af ter his term. That does n’t
seem to be so any more. Chris has been
pretty ac tive in club af fairs this year.
Maybe it is n’t the “burn out” job it used
to be. 

We’ve been hav ing a good string of
pro grams. I would rather see more
“home-grown” pro grams, but mem bers
have to be will ing to vol un teer for those
and I guess they just want to keep it to
them selves. I’ve been led to be lieve we
have the re sources for a re ally in ter est -
ing pre sen ta tion on beekeeping. Maybe
the bee guys could be per suaded to do
some thing be fore this year is up.

Enough! I’ve ram bled on enough this
month. En joy the Spring!

Oh, look at the space that would have
been avail able for your ar ti cle this
month

73, Frank Emens, W4HFU
 

                          Page 5

Vox     April, 2003



April, 2003 Vox


